IMPORTANT NOTICE

IMPORTANT: You must read the following before continuing. The following applies to the Base Prospectus
following this page, and you are therefore advised to read this carefully before reading, accessing or making any
other use of the Base Prospectus. In accessing the Base Prospectus, you agree to be bound by the following terms
and conditions, including any modifications to them any time you receive any information from us as a result of
such access.

NOTHING IN THIS ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION CONSTITUTES AN OFFER OF SECURITIES FOR
SALE IN ANY JURISDICTION WHERE IT IS UNLAWFUL TO DO SO. THE SECURITIES HAVE NOT
BEEN, AND WILL NOT BE, REGISTERED UNDER THE U.S. SECURITIES ACT OF 1933, AS AMENDED
(THE “SECURITIES ACT”), OR THE SECURITIES LAWS OF ANY STATE OF THE UNITED STATES
OR OTHER JURISDICTION, AND THE SECURITIES MAY NOT BE OFFERED OR SOLD WITHIN THE
UNITED STATES OR TO, OR FOR THE ACCOUNT OR BENEFIT OF, U.S. PERSONS (AS DEFINED IN
REGULATION S UNDER THE SECURITIES ACT), EXCEPT PURSUANT TO AN EXEMPTION FROM,
OR IN A TRANSACTION NOT SUBJECT TO, THE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS OF THE
SECURITIES ACT AND APPLICABLE LAWS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS.

THE FOLLOWING BASE PROSPECTUS MAY NOT BE FORWARDED OR DISTRIBUTED TO ANY
OTHER PERSON AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER AND ANY
FORWARDING, DISTRIBUTION OR REPRODUCTION OF THE BASE PROSPECTUS IN WHOLE OR IN
PART IS UNAUTHORISED. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS DIRECTIVE MAY RESULT IN A
VIOLATION OF THE SECURITIES ACT OR THE APPLICABLE LAWS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS.

Confirmation of your Representation: In order to be eligible to view the Base Prospectus or make an
investment decision with respect to the securities, an investor must be either (1) a Qualified Institutional Buyer
(“QIB”) (within the meaning of Rule 144A under the Securities Act) or (2) a person that is not a U.S. person
(within the meaning of Regulation S under the Securities Act) purchasing the securities in offshore transactions
outside the United States in reliance on Regulation S under the Securities Act. The Base Prospectus is being sent
at your request and, by accepting the e-mail and accessing the Base Prospectus, you shall be deemed to have
represented to us that (1) you are (or, if you are acting for the account of another person, such person is) either
(a) a QIB or (b) not a U.S. person and that the electronic mail address that you gave us and to which the Base
Prospectus has been delivered is (or, if you are acting for the account of another person, that such person is) not
located in the United States and (2) you consent (and, if you are acting for the account of another person, such
person consents) to delivery of the Base Prospectus by electronic transmission.

You are reminded that the Base Prospectus has been delivered to you on the basis that you are a person into
whose possession the Base Prospectus may be lawfully delivered in accordance with the laws of jurisdiction in
which you are located and you may not, nor are you authorised to, deliver the Base Prospectus to any other
person.

Under no circumstances shall the Base Prospectus constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy
nor any sale of these securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale, would be unlawful.
The Base Prospectus may be communicated solely to (1) persons outside the United Kingdom or (2) persons
inside the United Kingdom who are (a) persons with professional experience in matters relating to investments
falling within Article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order 2005, as
amended (the “Order”), (b) high net worth entities, and other persons to whom it may lawfully be
communicated, falling within Article 49(2)(a) to (d) of the Order or (c) persons to whom an invitation or
inducement to engage in investment activity (within the meaning of Section 21 of the Financial Services and
Markets Act 2000, as amended) in connection with the issue or sale of any securities of the Issuer (as defined in
the Base Prospectus) may otherwise lawfully be communicated or caused to be communicated (all such persons
in (1) and (2) above being “relevant persons”). Any investment activity to which this communication relates
will only be available to and will only be engaged with relevant persons. Any person who is not a relevant person
should not act or rely on this communication.

If a jurisdiction requires that the offering be made by a licenced broker or dealer and any dealer or any affiliate of
such dealer is a licenced broker or dealer in that jurisdiction, the offering shall be deemed to be made by such
dealer or such affiliate on behalf of J.P. Morgan Securities plc, Morgan Stanley & Co. International plc,
Citigroup Global Markets Limited, Goldman Sachs International, HSBC Bank plc or NCB Capital Company (as
the case may be) in such jurisdiction.

This Base Prospectus has been sent to you in an electronic form. You are reminded that documents
transmitted via this medium may be altered or changed during the process of electronic transmission and
consequently none of the Dealers (as defined in the Base Prospectus) nor any person who controls them
nor any director, officer, employee nor agent of any of them or affiliate of any of them accepts any liability
or responsibility whatsoever in respect of any difference between the Base Prospectus distributed to you in
electronic format and the hard copy version available to you on request from any such Dealer.
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SAUDI ARABIAN OIL COMPANY

(incorporated as a joint stock company under the laws of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia)

Global Medium Term Note Programme

Saudi Arabian Oil Company (the “Issuer”) has established a Global Medium Term Note Programme (the “Programme”),
pursuant to which it may from time to time issue notes (the “Notes”) denominated in any currency agreed with the relevant
Dealer(s) (as defined below). The Notes will be constituted by and have the benefit of a trust deed dated 1 April 2019 (as may
be supplemented, amended or restated from time to time, the “Trust Deed”), between the Issuer and Citibank N.A., London
Branch (the “Trustee”, which term shall include any successor trustee under the Trust Deed).

Application has been made (i) to the Financial Conduct Authority (the “UK Listing Authority”) under Part VI of the
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000, as amended (the “FSMA”), for Notes issued under the Programme during the
period of 12 months from the date of this Base Prospectus to be admitted to the official list of the UK Listing Authority (the
“Official List”) and (ii) to the London Stock Exchange plc (the “London Stock Exchange”) for such Notes to be admitted to
trading on the London Stock Exchange’s Regulated Market (the “Regulated Market”). References in this Base Prospectus to
Notes being “listed” (and all related references) shall mean that such Notes have been admitted to the Official List and have
been admitted to trading on the Regulated Market. The Regulated Market is a regulated market for the purposes of Directive
2014/65/EU, as amended (“MiFID II”). Notice of the aggregate nominal amount of, interest (if any) payable in respect of, the
issue price of, and the completion of certain other terms and conditions which are applicable to, each Tranche (as defined
below) of Notes will be set forth in a final terms (the “Final Terms”), which, in order for Notes to be admitted to the Official
List and to be admitted to trading on the Regulated Market, will be delivered to the UK Listing Authority and to the London
Stock Exchange on or before the date of issue of the Notes of such Tranche.

AN INVESTMENT IN THE NOTES INVOLVES RISKS. SEE “RISK FACTORS”.

The Notes have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”).
Notes may be offered and sold (i) within the United States to qualified institutional buyers (“QIBs”) (as defined in Rule 144A
under the Securities Act (“Rule 144A”)), in reliance on the exemption from registration provided by Rule 144A
(“Rule 144A Notes”) and (ii) outside the United States to non-U.S. persons in offshore transactions in reliance on
Regulation S (“Regulation S) under the Securities Act (“Regulation S Notes”). Prospective purchasers are hereby notified
that sellers of Notes may be relying on an exemption from the provisions of Section 5 of the Securities Act provided by Rule
144A.

The minimum denomination of any Notes issued under the Programme shall be €100,000 (or its equivalent in any other
currency as at the date of issue of the relevant Notes). Subject thereto and in compliance with all applicable legal, regulatory
or central bank requirements, Notes will be issued in such denominations as may be specified in the applicable Final Terms.

The Issuer has been assigned a long-term issuer rating of A1 by Moody’s Investors Service Limited (“Moody’s”) and A+ by
Fitch Ratings Limited (“Fitch”). The Programme has been assigned a rating of A1 by Moody’s and A+ by Fitch. Each of
Moody’s and Fitch is established in the European Economic Area and is registered under Regulation (EC) No. 1060/2009, as
amended (the “CRA Regulation™). As such, each of Moody’s and Fitch is included in the list of credit rating agencies
published by the European Securities and Market Authority (“ESMA”) on its website in accordance with the CRA
Regulation. Notes issued under the Programme may be rated or unrated. Where an issue of Notes is rated, the applicable
rating(s) will be specified in the applicable Final Terms. Such rating will not necessarily be the same as the rating assigned to
the Issuer by the relevant rating agency. A credit rating is not a recommendation to buy, sell or hold securities and may be
subject to suspension, reduction or withdrawal at any time by the assigning rating agency.

Amounts payable under the Notes may be calculated by reference to either LIBOR or EURIBOR, which are provided by ICE
Benchmark Administration Limited (“ICE”) and the European Money Markets Institute (the “EMMI”), respectively. As at
the date of this Base Prospectus, ICE and the EMMI do not appear on the register of administrators and benchmarks
established and maintained by ESMA pursuant to Article 36 of Regulation (EU) 2016/1011 (the “Benchmark Regulation”).
As far as the Issuer is aware, the transitional provisions in Article 51 of the Benchmark Regulation apply, such that ICE and
the EMMI are not currently required to obtain authorisation or registration.

Arrangers and Dealers

J.P. Morgan Morgan Stanley

Dealers

Citigroup Goldman Sachs HSBC NCB Capital Company
International



This Base Prospectus should be read and construed together with any supplements hereto and, in relation to any
Tranche of Notes, should be read and construed together with the applicable Final Terms. This Base Prospectus
comprises a base prospectus for the purposes of Article 5.4 of the Prospectus Directive. The expression
“Prospectus Directive” means Directive 2003/71/EC, as amended or superseded, and includes any relevant
implementing measure in any relevant Member State of the European Economic Area.

The Notes may be issued on a continuing basis to one or more of the Dealers specified under “Overview—
Overview of the Programme” and any additional Dealers appointed under the Programme from time to time by
the Issuer (each, a “Dealer” and, together, the “Dealers”), which appointment may be for a specific issue of
Notes or on an ongoing basis. In the context of a discussion of an issue of a particular Tranche of Notes,
reference in this Base Prospectus to “relevant Dealer” or “relevant Dealers” shall be to the Dealer or Dealers
agreeing to subscribe for the particular Tranche of Notes.

As used herein, “Tranche” means Notes which are identical in all respects (including as to listing and admission
to trading) and “Series” means a Tranche of Notes together with any further Tranche or Tranches of Notes which
(a) are expressed to be consolidated and form a single series and (b) have the same terms and conditions or terms
and conditions which are the same in all respects save for the amount and date of the first payment of interest
thereon and the date from which interest starts to accrue.

The language of this Base Prospectus and the Final Terms in respect of any Tranche of Notes is English. Certain
legislative references and technical terms have been cited in their original language in order that the correct
technical meaning may be ascribed to them under applicable law.

No person has been authorised to give any information or to make any representation not contained in or not
consistent with this Base Prospectus or any other document entered into in relation to the Programme or any
information supplied by the Issuer or such other information as is in the public domain and, if given or made,
such information or representation should not be relied upon as having been authorised by the Issuer, the Trustee
or any Dealer or the Registrar, the Exchange Agent, any Paying Agent, any Transfer Agent or the Calculation
Agent (collectively, the “Agents™).

Neither this Base Prospectus nor any other information supplied in connection with the Programme or any Notes
should be considered as a recommendation by the Issuer, the Trustee, the Dealers, the Arrangers or the Agents
that any recipient of this Base Prospectus, or any other information supplied relating to the Programme or any
Notes, should purchase any Notes. Each investor contemplating purchasing any Notes should make its own
independent investigation of the financial condition and affairs, and its own appraisal of the creditworthiness, of
the Issuer. Neither this Base Prospectus nor any other information supplied in connection with the Programme or
the issue of any Notes constitutes an offer or invitation by or on behalf of the Issuer or any of the Trustee, the
Dealers, the Arrangers, the Agents or any other person to any person to subscribe for or to purchase any Notes in
any jurisdiction where such offer or invitation is prohibited.

No representation or warranty is made or implied by the Trustee, the Dealers, the Arrangers, the Agents or any of
their respective affiliates, and none of the Trustee, the Dealers, the Arrangers, the Agents nor any of their
respective affiliates makes any representation or warranty or accepts any responsibility as to the accuracy or
completeness of the information contained in this Base Prospectus. Neither the delivery of this Base Prospectus
or any Final Terms nor the offering, sale or delivery of any Note shall, in any circumstances, create any
implication that the information contained in this Base Prospectus is true subsequent to the date hereof or the date
upon which this Base Prospectus has been most recently amended or supplemented or that there has been no
adverse change, or any event reasonably likely to involve any adverse change, in the condition (financial or
otherwise) of the Issuer since the date hereof or, if later, the date upon which this Base Prospectus has been most
recently amended or supplemented, or that any other information supplied in connection with the Programme is
correct at any time subsequent to the date on which it is supplied or, if different, the date indicated in the
document containing the same.

Furthermore, none of the Issuer, the Trustee, the Dealers, the Arrangers or the Agents makes any representation
about the treatment for taxation purposes of payments or receipts in respect of any Notes received by any
Noteholder. Each investor contemplating acquiring Notes under the Programme must seek such tax or other
professional advice as it considers necessary for the purpose.



Each potential investor in Notes must determine the suitability of that investment in light of its own
circumstances. In particular, each potential investor should:

* have sufficient knowledge and experience to make a meaningful evaluation of Notes, the merits and risks of
investing in Notes and the information contained or incorporated by reference in this Base Prospectus and
any applicable supplement;

* have access to, and knowledge of, appropriate analytical tools to evaluate, in the context of its particular
financial situation, an investment in Notes and the impact Notes will have on its overall investment
portfolio;

* have sufficient financial resources and liquidity to bear all of the risks of an investment in Notes, including
Notes with principal or interest payable in one or more currencies, or where the currency for principal or
interest payments is different from the potential investor’s home currency;

e understand thoroughly the terms of Notes and be familiar with the behaviour of any relevant indices and
financial markets; and

* be able to evaluate (either alone or with the help of a financial advisor) possible scenarios for economic,
interest rate and other factors that may affect its investment and its ability to bear the applicable risks.

Some Notes may be complex financial instruments. Sophisticated institutional investors generally do not
purchase complex financial instruments as stand-alone investments. They purchase complex financial
instruments as a way to reduce risk or enhance yield with an understood, measured, appropriate addition of risk
to their overall portfolios. A potential investor should not invest in Notes which are complex financial
instruments unless it has the expertise (either alone or with a financial advisor) to evaluate how such Notes will
perform under changing conditions, the resulting effects on the value of Notes and the impact this investment
will have on the potential investor’s overall investment portfolio.

The investment activities of certain investors are subject to applicable legal investment laws and regulations, or
review or regulation by certain authorities. Each potential investor should consult its legal advisors to determine
whether and to what extent (i) Notes are legal investments for it, (ii) Notes can be used as collateral for various
types of borrowing and (iii) other restrictions that apply to its purchase or pledge of any Notes. Financial
institutions should consult their legal advisors or the appropriate regulators to determine the appropriate
treatment of Notes under any applicable risk based capital or similar rules.

The distribution of this Base Prospectus, any supplement and any Final Terms and the offering, sale and delivery
of the Notes in certain jurisdictions may be restricted by law. Persons into whose possession this Base
Prospectus, any supplement or any Final Terms comes are required by the Issuer and the Dealers to inform
themselves about and to observe any such restrictions. For a description of certain restrictions on offers, sales and
deliveries of Notes and on the distribution of this Base Prospectus, any supplement or any Final Terms and other
offering material relating to the Notes, see “Transfer Restrictions” and “Subscription and Sale”.

This Base Prospectus may be communicated solely to (A) persons outside the United Kingdom or (B) persons
inside the United Kingdom who are (i) persons with professional experience in matters relating to investments
falling within Article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order 2005, as
amended (the “Order”), (ii) high net worth entities, and other persons to whom it may lawfully be
communicated, falling within Article 49(2)(a) to (d) of the Order or (iii) persons to whom an invitation or
inducement to engage in investment activity (within the meaning of Section 21 of the Financial Services and
Markets Act 2000, as amended) in connection with the issue or sale of any securities of the Issuer may otherwise
lawfully be communicated or caused to be communicated (all such persons in (A) and (B) above being “relevant
persons”). Any investment activity to which this communication relates will only be available to and will only
be engaged with relevant persons. Any person who is not a relevant person should not act or rely on this
communication.

THE NOTES HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED OR DISAPPROVED BY THE U.S. SECURITIES AND
EXCHANGE COMMISSION (THE “SEC”), ANY STATE SECURITIES COMMISSION IN THE
UNITED STATES OR ANY OTHER U.S. REGULATORY AUTHORITY, NOR HAVE ANY OF THE
FOREGOING AUTHORITIES PASSED UPON OR ENDORSED THE MERITS OF THE NOTES OR
THE ACCURACY OR THE ADEQUACY OF THIS BASE PROSPECTUS. ANY REPRESENTATION
TO THE CONTRARY IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE IN THE UNITED STATES.
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MIFID IT PRODUCT GOVERNANCE / TARGET MARKET

The Final Terms in respect of any Notes may include a legend entitled “MiFID II Product Governance”, which
will outline the target market assessment in respect of the Notes and which channels for distribution of Notes are
appropriate. Any person subsequently offering, selling or recommending Notes (a “distributor”) should take into
consideration the target market assessment; however, a distributor subject to MiFID II is responsible for
undertaking its own target market assessment in respect of Notes (by either adopting or refining the target market
assessment) and determining appropriate distribution channels.

A determination will be made in relation to each issue of Notes whether, for the purpose of the product
governance rules under EU Delegated Directive 2017/593 (the “MiFID Product Governance Rules”), any
Dealer subscribing for any Notes is a manufacturer in respect of such Notes, but otherwise neither the Arrangers
nor the Dealers nor any of their respective affiliates will be a manufacturer for purposes of the MiFID Product
Governance Rules.

NOTICE TO EEA RETAIL INVESTORS

Unless the Final Terms in respect of any Notes specifies the “Prohibition of Sales to EEA Retail Investors” as
“Not Applicable”, the Notes are not intended to be offered, sold or otherwise made available to, and with effect
from such date, should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to any retail investor in the European
Economic Area (“EEA”). For these purposes, a retail investor means a person who is one (or more) of: (i) a retail
client, as defined in point (11) of Article 4(1) of MiFID II; or (ii) a customer within the meaning of Directive
2002/92/EC, where that customer would not qualify as a professional client, as defined in point (10) of Article
4(1) of MiFID II. Consequently, no key information document required by Regulation (EU) No. 1286/2014 (the
“PRIIPs Regulation”) for offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them available to retail investors in
the EEA has been prepared and therefore offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them available to any
retail investor in the EEA may be unlawful under the PRIIPs Regulation.

STABILISATION

In connection with the issue of any Tranche of Notes, the Dealer or Dealers (if any) named as the Stabilising
Manager(s) (or persons acting on behalf of any Stabilising Manager(s)) in the applicable Final Terms may
overallot Notes or effect transactions with a view to supporting the market price of the Notes at a level higher
than that which might otherwise prevail. However, stabilisation may not necessarily occur. Any stabilisation
action may begin on or after the date on which adequate public disclosure of the terms of the offer of the relevant
Tranche of Notes is made and, if begun, may cease at any time, but it must end no later than the earlier of 30 days
after the issue date of the relevant Tranche of Notes and 60 days after the date of the allotment of the relevant
Tranche of Notes. Any stabilisation or over allotment must be conducted by the Stabilising Manager(s) (or
person(s) acting on behalf of any Stabilising Manager(s)) in accordance with all applicable laws, regulations and
rules.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Issuer is not required to file periodic reports under Section 13 or 15(d) of the U.S. Securities Exchange Act
of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). For so long as the Issuer is not a reporting company under
Section 13 or 15(d) of the Exchange Act or exempt from reporting pursuant to Rule 12g3-2(b) thereunder, the
Issuer will, upon request, furnish to each holder of Notes that are “restricted securities” (within the meaning of
Rule 144(a)(3) under the Securities Act) and to each prospective purchaser thereof designated by such holder
upon request of such holder or prospective purchaser, in connection with a transfer or proposed transfer of any
Rule 144A Notes, the information required to be delivered pursuant to Rule 144A(d)(4) under the Securities Act.
As long as the relevant Notes are represented by a Rule 144A Global Note (as defined herein), for the purposes
of this paragraph, the expression “holder” shall be deemed to include account holders in the clearing systems
who have interests in the relevant Rule 144A Global Note.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

This Base Prospectus may not be distributed in Saudi Arabia except to such persons as are permitted under the
Rules on the Offer of Securities and Continuing Obligations issued by the Capital Market Authority of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (the “CMA”). The CMA does not make any representations as to the accuracy or
completeness of this Base Prospectus and expressly disclaims any liability whatsoever for any loss arising from,
or incurred in reliance upon, any part of this Base Prospectus. Prospective purchasers of Notes issued under the
Programme should conduct their own due diligence on the accuracy of the information relating to the Notes. If a
prospective purchaser does not understand the contents of this Base Prospectus, he or she should consult an
authorised financial adviser.

iii



U.S. INFORMATION

This Base Prospectus is being submitted on a confidential basis in the United States to a limited number of QIBs
for informational use solely in connection with the consideration of the purchase of the Notes being offered
hereby. Its use for any other purpose in the United States is not authorised. It may not be copied or reproduced in
whole or in part nor may it be distributed or any of its contents disclosed to anyone other than the prospective
investors to whom it is originally submitted.

Notes may be offered or sold within the United States only to QIBs in transactions exempt from registration
under the Securities Act. Each U.S. purchaser of Notes is hereby notified that the offer and sale of any Notes to it
may be made in reliance upon the exemption from the registration requirements of the Securities Act provided by
Rule 144A.

Each purchaser or holder of Notes represented by a Rule 144A Global Note (as defined below) or any Notes
issued in exchange or substitution therefor (together “Legended Notes) will be deemed, by its acceptance or
purchase of any such Legended Notes, to have made certain representations and agreements intended to restrict
the resale or other transfer of such Notes as set out in “Transfer Restrictions” and “Subscription and Sale”.

PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL, RESERVES AND CERTAIN OTHER INFORMATION

Certain Terms

See Appendix A for a glossary of defined terms used in this Base Prospectus and see Appendix B for a glossary
of measurement and technical terms used in this Base Prospectus.

Further, references to the “Company” herein are to Saudi Arabian Oil Company together with its consolidated
subsidiaries, and where the context requires, its joint operations, joint ventures and associates.

Certain figures and percentages included in this Base Prospectus have been subject to rounding adjustments.
Accordingly, figures shown in the same category presented in different tables may vary slightly and figures
shown as totals in certain tables may not be an arithmetic aggregation of the figures which precede them.

Financial Information

The Financial Statements have been prepared in accordance with IFRS and have been audited by the Company’s
independent auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers Public Accountants, as stated in their audit reports for the 2017
Financial Statements and the 2018 Financial Statements appearing on pages F-81 and F-3 of this Base
Prospectus, respectively. The Company’s financial information as at and for years ended 31 December 2018 and
2017 included in this Base Prospectus has, unless otherwise indicated, been derived without material adjustment
from the 2018 Financial Statements and 2017 Financial Statements, respectively. The financial information as at
and for the year ended 31 December 2016, has been derived without material adjustment from the comparative
column of the 2017 Financial Statements.

The SABIC Financial Statements have been prepared in accordance with IFRS and have been audited by
SABIC’s independent auditors, Ernst & Young & Co. (Certified Public Accountants), as stated in their audit
report appearing on page F-147 in this Base Prospectus. The financial information included in this Base
Prospectus relating to SABIC has, unless otherwise indicated, been derived without material adjustment from the
SABIC Financial Statements. For further information on the Company’s proposed acquisition of an equity
interest in SABIC, see “Overview—Overview of the Company—Proposed Acquisition of Equity Interest in
SABIC”.

IFRS differs in certain material respects from U.S. generally accepted accounting principles and, as such, the
Company’s financial statements are not comparable to the financial statements of companies prepared in
accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. This Base Prospectus does not include any
explanation of the differences or any reconciliation between IFRS and U.S. generally accepted accounting
principles with respect to any financial statements and related footnote disclosures included herein or any other
financial information. It is possible that a reconciliation or other qualitative or quantitative analysis would
identify material differences between the financial statements and related footnote disclosures included herein
and other financial information prepared under IFRS and U.S. generally accepted accounting principles or any
other systems of generally accepted accounting principles.

Prospective investors are advised to consult their professional advisors for an understanding of: (i) the
differences between IFRS and U.S. generally accepted accounting principles or any other systems of generally
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accepted accounting principles in the jurisdictions of such prospective investors and how those differences might
affect the financial information included in this Base Prospectus and (ii) the impact that future additions to, or
amendments of, IFRS may have on the Company’s or SABIC’s, as the case may be, financial condition, results
of operations and cash flow, as well as on the comparability of the prior periods. In particular, the IASB has
introduced a new lease standard, IFRS 16—Leases (which superseded IAS 17—ULeases, IFRIC 4, SIC 15 and
SIC 27), which the Company has adopted with effect from 1 January 2019. For further information on the
anticipated impact of IFRS 16 on the Company’s financial statements, see “Management’s Discussion and
Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—New or Amended Accounting Standards” and
Note 2(c) to the Company’s 2018 Financial Statements included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.

In addition, this Base Prospectus includes certain non-IFRS financial measures. See “—Alternative Performance
Measures” below.

The financial information included in this Base Prospectus is not intended to comply with the applicable
accounting requirements of the Securities Act and the related rules and regulations which would apply if the
Notes were being registered with the SEC.

Fiscal Regime Changes

Effective 1 January 2017, the Government adopted a number of changes to the fiscal regime under which the
Company operates. These changes materially impact the Company’s results of operations and make the
Company’s consolidated financial statements for the periods presented less comparable. For a more detailed
discussion of the fiscal regime changes and their effect on the Company’s consolidated financial statements, see
“Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting
the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”.

Certain Reserves and Production Information

All natural resources within the Kingdom, including hydrocarbons, are owned by the Kingdom. Through the
Concession, the Government has granted the Company the exclusive right to explore, develop and produce the
Kingdom’s hydrocarbon resources, except in the Excluded Areas. See “Business—Relationship with the
Kingdom—The Concession”. Unless otherwise indicated, any reference in this Base Prospectus to reserves of
crude oil and condensate, natural gas or other hydrocarbons are reserves owned by the Kingdom that the
Company has the right to operate and develop through the Concession and exclude reserves other entities have
the right to develop, including AGOC, the Company’s wholly owned subsidiary, which operates in the
partitioned territory between the Kingdom and the State of Kuwait.

The reserve estimates in this Base Prospectus conform to the SPE-PRMS definitions and guidelines, which are
the internationally recognised industry standards promulgated by the Society of Petroleum Engineers, the
American Association of Petroleum Geologists, the World Petroleum Council and the Society of Petroleum
Evaluation Engineers. Reserve estimation is an inherently complex process that principally relies on a
combination of knowledge, experience and judgment. The accuracy of any reserve estimate is a function of a
number of variable factors and assumptions, many of which are beyond the Company’s control. Therefore, the
reserves information in this Base Prospectus represent only estimates. In addition, results of drilling, testing and
production subsequent to the date of an estimate may justify revising the original estimate. Accordingly, due to
the inherent uncertainties and the necessarily limited nature of reservoir data and the inherently imprecise nature
of reserve estimates, the initial reserve estimates may differ from the quantities of oil and natural gas that are
ultimately recovered. The meaningfulness of such estimates depends primarily on the accuracy of the
assumptions upon which they were based. Thus, investors should not place undue reliance on the Company’s
ability to predict actual reserves or on comparisons of similar reports concerning other companies. In addition,
except to the extent that the Company conducts successful exploration and development activities, or both, the
Company’s reserves will decline as reserves are produced. For more information, see “Business—Operating
Segments—Upstream—Reserves”.

Pursuant to a production sharing agreement between the Company and Bahrain Petroleum Company regarding
the Abu Sa’fah field, the Kingdom of Bahrain is entitled to 50% of the volumes produced from Abu Sa’fah. The
Company’s MSC includes 100% of the volumes produced from Abu Sa’fah. However, the Company’s
production does not include the Kingdom of Bahrain’s entitlement to volumes produced from Abu Sa’fah, which
was 154 mbpd, 153 mbpd and 152 mbpd for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively.



Industry and Other Information

This Base Prospectus refers to information regarding the industry and the marketplaces in which the Company
operates and competes. The Company has commissioned the Industry Consultant to prepare information for the
Company. The statistical, graphical and other information contained herein under “Industry Overview” has been
drawn from the Industry Consultant’s databases and other sources.

Certain economic and industry data and forecasts used in this Base Prospectus were obtained from internal
surveys, market research, governmental and other publicly available information, independent industry
publications and reports or other information prepared by industry consultants, including the information
prepared for the Company by the Industry Consultant. These generally state that the information contained
therein has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but that the accuracy and completeness of such
information is not guaranteed. The Company has not independently verified them and cannot guarantee their
accuracy or completeness. Forecasts and other forward-looking information obtained from these sources are
subject to the same qualifications and uncertainties as the other forward-looking statements in this Base
Prospectus.

Elsewhere in this Base Prospectus, statements regarding the oil and gas industry and the Company’s position in
the industry are not based on published statistical data or information obtained from independent third parties,
but are based solely on the Company’s experience, its internal studies and estimates and its own investigation of
industry conditions.

Currencies and Exchange Rates

All references in this Base Prospectus to:

e “Euro”, “EUR” and “€” are to the currency introduced at the start of the third stage of European Economic
and Monetary Union pursuant to the Treaty establishing the European Community, as amended;

e “Pounds Sterling” and “£” are to Pounds Sterling, the legal currency of the United Kingdom;
e “Saudi Riyal” and “SAR” are to the Saudi Riyal, the legal currency of the Kingdom; and
e “U.S. Dollar”, “$” and “U.S.$” are to the United States Dollar, the legal currency of the United States.

For all periods presented in this Base Prospectus, the Saudi Riyal has been pegged to the U.S. Dollar at a fixed
exchange rate of SAR3.75 = U.S.$1.00. In cases where amounts included in this Base Prospectus were converted
from Saudi Riyals into U.S. Dollars, this fixed exchange rate has been used for convenience. No representation is
made that Saudi Riyal amounts referred to could have been or could be converted into U.S. Dollars at any
particular rate on any date.

Alternative Performance Measures

In this Base Prospectus, the Company uses the following metrics in the analysis of its business and financial
condition, each of which it considers to constitute an Alternative Performance Measure (“APM”), as defined in
the ESMA Guidelines on Alternative Performance Measures dated 5 October 2015.
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Set out below is a summary of the APM metrics used, the definition, bases of calculation and reconciliation of
such metrics and the rationale for the inclusion of such metrics.

Definition, method of calculation and reconciliation
Metric to financial statement line item Rationale

Earnings Before Interest ~ Calculated as net income plus finance costs and income Performance measure
and Taxes (“EBIT”) taxes, less finance income.

Earnings Before Interest, Calculated as EBIT, plus depreciation and amortisation and Performance measure

Taxes, Depreciation impairments.
and Amortisation
(“EBITDA”)
Free Cash Flow Calculated as net cash provided by operating activities less Liquidity measure

capital expenditures.

Gearing Calculated as the ratio of (i) total borrowings less cash and Liquidity measure
cash equivalents to (ii) total borrowings less cash and cash
equivalents plus total equity.

Return on Average Calculated as net income before finance costs, net of tax, for ~ Performance measure
Capital Employed a period as a percentage of average capital employed during
(“ROACE”) that period. Average capital employed is the average of the

Company’s total borrowings plus total equity at the
beginning and end of the applicable period.

The above APMs have been included in this Base Prospectus to facilitate a better understanding of the
Company’s historic trends of operation and financial condition. The Company uses APMs as supplementary
information to its IFRS based operating performance or financial condition. The APMs are not defined by, or
presented in accordance with, IFRS. The APMs are not measurements of the Company’s operating performance
and/or liquidity under IFRS and should not be used instead of, or considered as alternatives to, any measures of
performance and/or liquidity under IFRS. The APMs relate to the reporting periods described in this Base
Prospectus and are not intended to be predictive of future results. In addition, other companies, including those in
the Company’s industry, may calculate similarly titled APMs differently from the Company. Because companies
do not calculate these APMs in the same manner, the Company’s presentation of such APMs may not be
comparable to other similarly titled APMs used by other companies.

For a reconciliation of certain of the APMs used in this Base Prospectus to the most closely related financial
measure set forth on the Company’s Financial Statements, see “Alternative Performance Measures”.
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This Base Prospectus, any supplement thereto and any Final Terms may contain certain forward-looking
statements with respect to the financial condition, results of operations and business of the Company and certain
of the plans, intentions, expectations, assumptions, goals and beliefs of the Company regarding such items. These
statements include all matters that are not historical fact and generally, but not always, may be identified by the
use of words such as “believes”, “expects”, “are expected to”, “anticipates”, “intends”, “estimates”, “should”,
“will”, “shall”, “may”, “is likely to”, “plans” or similar expressions, including variations and the negatives

thereof or comparable terminology.

Prospective investors should be aware that forward looking statements are not guarantees of future performance
and that the Company’s actual results of operations and financial condition and the development of the industries
in which it operates may differ significantly from those made in or suggested by these forward-looking
statements. In addition, even if the Company’s results of operations, financial condition and business and the
development of the industries in which it operates are consistent with these forward-looking statements, those
results or developments may not be indicative of results or developments in subsequent periods.

Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from the Company’s expectations are contained in
cautionary statements in this Base Prospectus and include, among other things, the following:

* oil and gas supply, demand and price fluctuations;

* global economic market conditions;

e competition in the industries in which the Company operates;

 conditions affecting the transportation of products;

* the cyclical nature of the oil and gas, refining and petrochemicals industries;
e weather conditions;

* managing the growth of the Company;

e risks in connection with projects under development and future acquisitions and joint ventures, including
with respect to SABIC;

* managing the Company’s subsidiaries, joint operations, joint ventures, associates and entities in which it
holds a minority interest;

» the Company’s exposure to interest rate risk and foreign exchange risk;

e risks related to operating in a regulated industry and changes to oil, gas, environmental or other regulations
that impact the industries in which the Company operates;

e international trade litigation, disputes or agreements; and

e political and social instability and unrest and actual or potential armed conflicts in the MENA region and
other areas.

The sections of this Base Prospectus entitled “Risk Factors” and “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of
Results of Operations and Financial Condition” contain a more complete discussion of the factors that could
affect the Company’s future performance and the industries in which it operates. In light of these risks,
uncertainties and assumptions, the forward looking events described in this Base Prospectus, any supplement
thereto and any Final Terms may not occur.

The Issuer undertakes no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of
new information, future events or otherwise. All subsequent written and oral forward-looking statements
attributable to the Issuer or to persons acting on its behalf are expressly qualified in their entirety by the
cautionary statements referred to above and contained elsewhere in this Base Prospectus, any supplement thereto
and any Final Terms.
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RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT

This Base Prospectus comprises a base prospectus for the purposes of Article 5.4 of the Prospectus Directive and
for the purpose of giving information with regard to the Company and the Notes, which is necessary to enable
investors to make an informed assessment of the Company’s assets and liabilities, financial condition and profit
and losses and prospects.

The Issuer accepts responsibility for the information contained in this Base Prospectus. To the best of the
knowledge and belief of the Issuer (having taken all reasonable care to ensure that such is the case) the
information contained in this Base Prospectus is in accordance with the facts and does not omit anything likely to
affect the import of such information. Where third party information has been used in this Base Prospectus, the
source of such information has been identified. Such information has been accurately reproduced and, as far as
the Issuer is aware and is able to ascertain from the information published by such third parties, no facts have
been omitted which would render the reproduced information inaccurate or misleading.

SUPPLEMENTS TO THIS BASE PROSPECTUS

Following the publication of this Base Prospectus, supplements may be prepared by the Issuer and approved by
the UK Listing Authority in accordance with Article 16 of the Prospectus Directive. Statements contained in any
such supplement shall, to the extent applicable (whether expressly, by implication or otherwise), be deemed to
modify or supersede statements contained in this Base Prospectus. Any statement so modified or superseded shall
not, except as so modified or superseded, constitute a part of this Base Prospectus.

The Issuer will, in the event of any significant new factor, material mistake or inaccuracy relating to information
included in this Base Prospectus that is capable of affecting the assessment of any Notes, prepare a supplement to
this Base Prospectus or publish a new Base Prospectus for use in connection with any subsequent issue of Notes.

The Issuer may agree with any Dealer that a Series of Notes may be issued in a form not contemplated by the
Terms and Conditions of the Notes, in which event a supplemental Base Prospectus will be published, if
appropriate, which will describe the effect of the agreement reached in relation to such Series of Notes.

SERVICE OF PROCESS AND ENFORCEMENT OF CIVIL LIABILITIES

The Issuer is a joint stock company incorporated in the Kingdom and a substantial portion of its assets and
operations are located there. As a result, it may not be possible for investors to effect service of process outside
the Kingdom upon the Issuer.

Furthermore, in the absence of a treaty for the reciprocal enforcement of foreign judgments with the jurisdiction
in which a judgment is obtained, the courts of the Kingdom are unlikely to enforce a judgment obtained in courts
outside the Kingdom without reexamining the merits of the claim, including any judgment predicated upon
United States federal securities laws or the securities laws of any state or territory within the United States. In
addition, the courts of the Kingdom may (i) decline to enforce a foreign judgment if certain criteria are not met,
including, but not limited to, compliance with public policy of the Kingdom, or (ii) decline to entertain original
actions brought in the Kingdom against the Issuer or its directors or officers predicated upon the securities laws
of the United States or any state in the United States.

For more information, see “Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Enforcement’.
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RISK FACTORS

Prospective investors should carefully consider the risks described below before making an investment decision.
If any of the risks described below materialise, the Company’s business, financial condition, cash flow and
results of operations and the trading price of the Notes may be materially adversely affected. In such case,
investors in the Notes may lose all or part of their investment. Additional risks and uncertainties not currently
known to the Company or that the Company currently deems immaterial may also materially and adversely affect
the Company and the trading price of the Notes.

Risk Factors Relating to the Company

The Company’s results of operations and cash flow are significantly impacted by international crude oil
supply and demand and the price at which it is able to sell crude oil.

Sales of crude oil are the largest component of the Company’s consolidated revenue and other income related to
sales, accounting for 86.4%, 56.7% and 56.4% for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018,
respectively. Accordingly, the Company’s results of operations and cash flow are significantly impacted by the
price at which it is able to sell crude oil.

International crude oil supply and demand and the sales price for crude oil are affected by many factors that are
beyond the Company’s control, including:

* market expectations with respect to future supply of petroleum and petroleum products, demand and price
changes, including future demand for petroleum products in Asia, which accounted for 36% of global
refined product demand in 2018 and is expected to account for approximately 39% of global refined product
demand in 2030 according to the Industry Consultant;

 global economic and political conditions and geopolitical events, including any that impact international
trade (including trade routes);

e decisions regarding production levels by the Kingdom or other producing states (the Kingdom is a member
country of OPEC and is represented at OPEC meetings by the Minister of MEIM, who is also the Chairman
of the Company’s Board of Directors (see “Business—Relationship with the Kingdom”));

* the development of new crude oil exploration, production and transportation methods or technological
advancements in existing methods, including hydraulic fracturing or “fracking”;

e capital investments of oil and gas companies relating to the exploration, development and production of
crude oil reserves;

¢ the impact of climate change on the demand for, and price of, hydrocarbons (see “Risk Factors Relating to
the Company’s Industry and Regulatory Environment—Climate change concerns and impacts could reduce
global demand for hydrocarbons and hydrocarbon-based products and could cause the Company to incur
costs or invest additional capital”);

e changes to environmental or other regulations or laws applicable to crude oil and related products or the
energy industry (see “Risk Factors Relating to the Company’s Industry and Regulatory Environment—The
Company’s operations are subject to extensive environmental protection, health and safety laws and
regulations™);

* prices of alternative energies, including renewable energy;

* the electrification of transportation, technological developments in the cost and/or endurance of fuel cells
for electric vehicles and changes in transportation-mode preferences, including ride-sharing;

e weather conditions affecting supply and demand;
e fluctuations in the value of the U.S. Dollar, the currency in which crude oil is priced globally; and
* trading activities in the crude oil commodities market.

International crude oil prices have fluctuated significantly in the past and may remain volatile. Brent crude oil
prices witnessed a significant decline between mid-2014 and early 2016, with Brent prices declining from a
monthly average of $112.0 per barrel in June 2014 to a monthly average of $31.9 per barrel in January 2016.
Since January 2016, Brent prices fluctuated from a monthly average low of $31.9 per barrel in 2016 to a monthly
average high of $80.6 per barrel in October 2018. Most recently, the Brent price fell to a monthly average of
$57.7 in December 2018 and subsequently increased to a monthly average of $64.4 in February 2019. For a
discussion of liquids supply and demand balance, see “Industry Overview—Liquids Supply—Demand Balance”.



Fluctuations in the price at which the Company is able to sell crude oil could cause the Company’s results of
operations and cash flow to vary significantly. In addition, decreases in the price at which the Company is able to
sell its crude oil could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s results of operations and cash flow.

The Company exports a substantial portion of its crude oil and refined products to customers in Asia, and
adverse economic or political developments in Asia could impact the Company’s results of operations.

The Company exports a substantial portion of its crude oil and refined products to customers in Asia. In 2016,
2017 and 2018, customers in Asia, including the Company’s affiliated refineries located in Asia, purchased 69%,
71% and 71%, respectively, of the Company’s crude exports and 49%, 50% and 51%, respectively, of the
Company’s crude production. See “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and
Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—
Upstream Liquids Sales”. In addition, the Company expects to export additional crude to Asia as new
downstream assets in Asia commence operations. See “Business—Operating Segments—Downstream’.

The Company expects crude exports to customers in Asia to continue to constitute a significant percentage of its
total export and production volumes. Furthermore, the refined, chemical and petrochemical products that are
produced at the Company’s joint ventures and international operations in Asia are generally sold in the local
marketplace and exported to other Asian countries. If there is a slowdown in economic growth, an economic
downturn or recession or other adverse economic or political development in Asia, the Company may experience
a material reduction in demand for its products by its customers located in that area. Moreover, any such
development in other parts of the world may result in other producers supplying surplus capacity to Asia, thereby
increasing competition for customers in Asia and affecting the prices at which the Company sells its products to
customers there. Any decrease in demand for the Company’s products in Asia could have a material adverse
effect on its business, financial condition and results of operations.

The Company operates in a highly competitive environment. Competitive pressure could have a material
adverse impact on the price at which it sells crude oil and other products.

The sale of crude oil outside the Kingdom is very competitive. The Company’s primary competitors for the sale
of crude oil outside the Kingdom include NOCs and IOCs, many of which have substantial crude oil reserves and
financial resources. The primary factors driving competition are global crude oil supply and demand and the
quality of the crude oil produced, which impacts the relative value of the crude oil to be used in the production of
diesel, gasoline and other refined products.

Other factors that could affect competition in the crude oil marketplace include additional discoveries of crude oil
reserves by the Company’s competitors, the cost of shale and other unconventional production, new technologies
that increase the viability of reserves or reduce production costs, political and economic factors and other factors
outside of the Company’s control. Increased competitive pressures could have a material adverse impact on
prices at which the Company can sell crude oil and its regional and global market share.

In addition, the Company’s refineries in its downstream segment are subject to competition in the markets to
which they sell refined products. Competition is primarily from other refineries located in or in close proximity
to the relevant market, and in the case of markets that are net importers, from other international producers of
refined products. Operating efficiencies and production costs are the key factors affecting competition in the
refined products market. Accordingly, if the operating efficiencies and production costs of the Company’s
refineries are not sufficiently competitive in the markets they serve, the Company’s business, financial condition
and results of operations could be materially and adversely impacted.

Estimates of proved hydrocarbon reserves depend on significant interpretations, assumptions and judgments.
Any significant deviation or changes in existing economic and operating conditions could affect the estimated
quantity and value of the Company’s proved reserves.

The Company’s reserve estimates conform to the SPE-PRMS definitions and guidelines, which are the
internationally recognised industry standards promulgated by the Society of Petroleum Engineers, the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists, the World Petroleum Council and the Society of Petroleum Evaluation
Engineers. Reserve estimation is an inherently complex process that principally relies on a combination of
knowledge, experience and judgment. The Company’s and D&M’s estimates of the quantity of the Company’s
proved hydrocarbon reserves depend on significant interpretations, assumptions and judgments relating to
available geological, geophysical, engineering, contractual, economic and other information, and take into
account existing economic and operating conditions and commercial viability as at the date the reserve estimates



are made. See “Business—Overview—Upstream” for a discussion of the process utilised by the Company to
estimate its reserves and the certification letter of D&M attached as Appendix C to this Base Prospectus for a
description of the procedures, conclusions and assumptions utilised by D&M.

There can be no assurance that the interpretations, assumptions and judgments utilised by the Company to
estimate proved reserves, or those utilised by D&M for the purposes of preparing its certification, will prove to
be appropriate or accurate. Any significant deviation from these interpretations, assumptions or judgments could
materially affect the estimated quantity or value of the Company’s proved reserves. In addition, these estimates
could change due to new information from production or drilling activities, changes in economic factors,
including changes in the price of hydrocarbons, changes to laws, regulations or the terms of the Concession or
other events. Further, declining hydrocarbon prices may cause certain proved reserves to no longer be considered
commercially viable, which could result in downward adjustments to the Company’s estimates of the Company’s
proved reserves, impairment of the Company’s assets or changes to the Company’s capital expenditures and
production plans. Moreover, proved reserve estimates are subject to change due to errors in the application of
published rules and changes in guidance. Any material reduction in the quantity or value of the Company’s
proved reserves could affect the Company’s business and reputation.

The independent third party certification with respect to the Kingdom’s estimated reserves does not cover the
entirety of its reserves.

The Company retained independent petroleum consultants, D&M, to audit, as at 31 December 2017, reservoirs
the Company believes accounted for approximately 80% of the Kingdom’s oil equivalent reserves to which the
Company has rights under the Concession and remain to be produced after 31 December 2017 but before
31 December 2077 (the end of the initial 40-year term of the Concession plus the first 20-year extension). The
Company chose this scope because of the overall scale of the Kingdom’s reserves and the concentration of
deposits in the major reservoirs that were assessed. Further independent assessment of the Kingdom’s smaller
reservoirs would have taken several years to complete. D&M’s reserves certification of 208.7 billion barrels of
oil equivalent reserves for the reservoirs it audited was 0.1% higher than the Company’s internal estimation for
the same reservoirs.

There is no independent third party certification with respect to the balance of the Kingdom’s proved oil
equivalent reserves or as at a more recent date than 31 December 2017. See “General Information—Expert”. Any
material deviation in the quantity of proved reserves could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s
financial condition and reputation.

The Company is subject to operational risks and hazards that may have a significant impact on its operations
or result in significant liabilities and costs.
The Company is subject to operational risks common in the oil and gas industry, including:

 crude oil or gas spills, pipeline leaks and ruptures, storage tank leaks, and accidents involving explosions,
fires, blow outs and surface cratering;

e power shortages or failures;

* mechanical or equipment failures;

e transportation interruptions and accidents;

e tropical monsoons, storms, floods and other natural disasters; and

» chemical spills, discharges or releases of toxic or hazardous substances or gases.

These risks could result in damage to, or destruction of, the Company’s properties and facilities, death or injury
to people and harm to the environment, which could have a significant impact on the Company’s operations or
result in significant liabilities and remediation costs. To the extent a subcontractor was responsible for the
damage, the Company’s recourse to the relevant subcontractor may be limited by contract or the financial
viability of such subcontractor. Such occurrences could also damage the Company’s reputation, which could
have a material adverse effect on its business. In addition, the Company is not insured against all risks and the
availability of insurance in connection with these risks and hazards may not be available. See “—The Company
could be subject to losses from uninsured risks or risks for which its insurance does not cover the entire loss”.



Furthermore, the Company relies heavily on a cross-country pipeline system and terminal facilities to transport
crude oil and products through the Kingdom. In addition, the Company also depends on critical assets to process
its crude oil, such as the Abqaiq facility which is the Company’s largest oil processing facility and processed
approximately 50% of the Company’s crude oil production for the year ended 31 December 2018. If the
Company’s critical transport systems or processing facilities were subject to a disruption, it could have a material
adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

The Company could be subject to losses from uninsured risks or risks for which its insurance does not cover
the entire loss.

The Company insures against risk primarily by self-insuring through its captive insurance subsidiary, Stellar,
which provides insurance exclusively to the Company. The Company also obtains insurance in certain areas from
third party providers in excess of the coverage provided through Stellar.

The Company believes that it maintains insurance coverage consistent with industry practice and subject to
customary deductibles, caps, exclusions and limitations. However, consistent with others in the industry, it does
not insure against all risks and its insurance does not protect it against liability from all potential events,
particularly catastrophic events such as major crude oil spills or environmental disasters. In addition, the
Company does not maintain business interruption insurance for disruptions to its operations and certain of the
Company’s operations are insured separately from the rest of the Company’s business with coverage the
Company believes to be customary and appropriate. Furthermore, there can be no assurance that the Company
can continue to renew its existing levels of coverage on commercially acceptable terms, or at all. As a result, the
Company could incur significant losses from uninsured risks or risks for which its insurance does not cover the
entire loss. Any such losses could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition
and results of operations.

The Company’s ability to achieve its strategic growth objectives depends on the successful delivery of current
and future projects.

The Company’s ability to achieve its strategic growth objectives depends, in large part, on the successful, timely
and cost effective delivery of capital projects, especially those which are large and complex. The Company faces
numerous challenges in developing such projects, including:

* constraints on the availability and cost of skilled labour, contractors, materials, equipment and facilities,
particularly during periods of global expansion in the oil and gas or chemicals industry;

e its ability to obtain funding necessary for the implementation of the relevant project on terms acceptable to
it, or at all;

e fluctuations in the market prices for hydrocarbons, which may impact its ability to finance its projects from
its cash flow from operating activities;

« difficulties in obtaining necessary permits or complying with applicable regulations;
» difficulties coordinating multiple third party contractors and sub-contractors involved in complex projects;

* making economic estimates or assumptions based on data or conditions, including crude and gas price
assumptions, which may change; and

 undertaking projects or ventures in new lines of business in which the Company has limited or no prior
operating experience.

These challenges have led and could lead to delays in the completion of projects and increased project costs. For
example, completion of one of the Company’s recent downstream projects and one of its recent upstream
projects was delayed due to certain of the factors set forth above. If projects are delayed or cost more than
expected, the Company’s operations and expected levels of production could be impacted and such projects may
not generate the expected returns. These occurrences could result in the Company recognising impairments and
could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

In addition, many of the Company’s projects require significant capital expenditures. The Company’s capital
expenditures were SAR 103.3 billion, SAR 122.0 billion and SAR 131.8 billion ($35.1 billion) for the years
ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively. See “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results
of Operations and Financial Condition—Liquidity and Capital Resources—Cash Flow Used in Investing
Activities—Capital Expenditures”. If cash flow from operating activities and funds from external financial



resources are not sufficient to cover the Company’s capital expenditure requirements, the Company may be
required to reallocate available capital among its projects or modify its capital expenditure plans, which may
result in delays to, or cancellation of, certain projects or deferral of certain capital expenditures. Any change to
the Company’s capital expenditure plans could, in turn, have a material adverse effect on the Company’s growth
objectives and its business, financial condition and results of operations.

The Company has been subject to litigation in the past and may be again in the future.

The Company has been subject to significant litigation, primarily in the United States and the Kingdom. Some of
the most significant U.S. litigation involved allegations of violations of antitrust laws arising, in part, from the
Kingdom’s membership and participation in OPEC. These antitrust litigations sought extensive relief, including
treble damages, divestiture of assets in the United States and disgorgement of profits. If granted, this relief could
have had a material adverse impact on the Company. To date, the OPEC-related antitrust lawsuits have been
dismissed on the basis of various sovereign defences under U.S. law, including the political question and the act
of state doctrines, sovereign immunity under the FSIA and other legal defences. However, there is no assurance
that the Company will prevail in its assertion of these defences in the future and any adverse judgment or
settlement could have an adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

In addition, increasing attention on climate change risks may result in an increased possibility of litigation
against the Company and its affiliated companies. Claims have been filed by private parties, shareholders, public
interest organisations, cities and other localities, especially in the United States, against companies in the oil and
gas industry relating to climate change matters, including that the extraction and development of fossil fuels has
increased climate change. Some of these claims demand that the defendants pay financial amounts as
compensation for alleged past and future damages resulting from climate change. On 2 July 2018, Motiva, the
Company’s refining subsidiary in the United States, was named as a defendant in such a claim brought by the
State of Rhode Island against multiple companies in the oil and gas industry. Claims such as these could grow in
number and the Company could be the subject of similar claims in the future.

Litigation could result in substantial costs, require the Company to devote substantial resources and divert
management attention, which may have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition
and results of operations. For further details on litigation, see “Business—Litigation”.

The Company’s historical results of operations may not be easily compared from year to year.

The Government adopted the following changes to the fiscal regime under which the Company operates,
effective as at 1 January 2017:

 the income tax rate applicable to Saudi Arabian Oil Company was reduced from 85% to 50% (the
Company’s interests in in-Kingdom subsidiaries are generally subject to a 20% tax rate, unless such
subsidiary is engaged in the production of oil and its associated hydrocarbon products (see “Management’s
Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the
Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”));

e royalties payable by the Company are paid based on production rather than sales and are recorded as an
expense rather than a reduction in revenue; and

* the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company for the revenue it
directly foregoes as a result of selling crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline in the Kingdom
at regulated prices.

In addition, effective from 1 January 2018, a 20% rate applies to the Company’s taxable income related to the
exploration and production of non-associated natural gas (including gas condensates), as well as the collection,
treatment, processing, fractionation and transportation of associated and non-associated natural gas and their
liquids, gas condensates and other associated elements.

Furthermore, the Company completed a transaction to separate the assets, liabilities and businesses of its former
Motiva joint venture with Shell and transferred certain assets and liabilities to a wholly owned subsidiary of the
Company, which led to the results of operations of the portion of the Motiva business that was transferred to the
Company being consolidated into the Company’s financial statements from 1 May 2017 instead of being
accounted for using the equity method, as was the case for the Company’s interest in the prior Motiva joint
venture for prior periods. See Note 30(a)(i) to the 2017 Financial Statements and Note 31(a) to the 2018
Financial Statements.



These changes materially impact the Company’s results of operations and make the Company’s consolidated
financial statements for the periods presented less comparable, particularly with respect to revenue, production
royalties and excise and other taxes and income tax. The inability of a purchaser of Notes to compare the
Company’s financial results in the periods presented could make determining the value of the Notes difficult. For
a more detailed discussion of the fiscal regime changes and corporate events described above and their effect on
the Company’s consolidated financial statements, see “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial
Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes” and “—Investments and Acquisitions in Expansion of Downstream
Segment—Completion of Motiva Transaction”.

The Company may not realise some or all of the expected benefits of future acquisitions, including with
respect to SABIC.

The Company may engage in acquisitions of businesses, technologies, services, products and other assets from
time to time. Any such acquisition entails various risks, including that the Company may not be able to
accurately assess the value, strengths and weaknesses of the acquisition or investment targets, effectively
integrate the purchased businesses or assets, achieve the expected synergies or recover the purchase costs of the
acquired businesses or assets. The Company may also incur unanticipated costs or assume unexpected liabilities
and losses in connection with any business or asset it acquires, including in relation to the retention of key
employees, legal contingencies (such as, contractual, financial, regulatory, environmental or other obligations
and liabilities) and risks related to the acquired business, and the maintenance and integration of procedures,
controls and quality standards. These difficulties could impact the Company’s ongoing business, distract its
management and employees and increase its expenses which could, in turn, have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

On 27 March 2019, the Company announced that it had entered into a purchase agreement with the PIF to
acquire the PIF’s 70% equity interest in SABIC for total consideration of $69.1 billion. Closing of the acquisition
is subject to customary closing conditions and is currently expected to occur in 2020. For the acquisition to be
successful for the Company, the Company will need to manage its ownership stake in SABIC in a manner which
will support the optimisation of SABIC’s performance, including with respect to the technology capabilities,
sales and marketing platforms and technical and support functions of each company. The realisation of such
benefits may be affected by a number of factors, many of which are beyond the Company’s control. Failure to
realise all of the anticipated benefits of the acquisition may impact the Company’s financial performance and
prospects, including the growth of its downstream business.

In addition, the shareholding of SABIC will require significant management attention. The diversion of
management’s attention and any delays or difficulties encountered in connection with SABIC’s operations could
have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

Furthermore, the Company will fund a portion of the purchase price of its interests in SABIC with promissory
notes issued by the Issuer in favour of the PIF in an aggregate amount equal to half of the $69.1 billion purchase
price plus certain other amounts. The promissory notes will be fully transferable and assignable and may be
pledged by the PIF, subject to a right of first refusal in favour of the Company to purchase the promissory notes
if the PIF receives any offer or commitment of financing which would include a transfer of the promissory notes.
See “Overview—Proposed Acquisition of an Equity Interest in SABIC”. The PIF could receive an offer or
commitment of financing at any time after the closing of the acquisition. Consequently, the Company does not
control the timing of when it would need to fund the payment of its right of first refusal. The Company may not
be able to arrange financing on acceptable terms or at all to fund its right of first refusal, in which case it would
need to use its cash on hand, any of which could have an adverse effect on the Company’s financial condition
and cash flow.

Following the proposed acquisition, SABIC is expected to remain a listed company on Tadawul, its board of
directors will continue to owe duties to its minority shareholders and the interests of SABIC’s minority
shareholders may not align with those of the Company. For further information on the Company’s proposed
acquisition of an equity interest in SABIC, see “Overview—Overview of the Company—Proposed Acquisition of
Equity Interest in SABIC™.



The Company is exposed to risks related to operating in several countries.

A substantial portion of the Company’s downstream operations is conducted outside the Kingdom. In 2017 and
2018, 37% and 42%, respectively, of the total volume of the Company’s refined products on a consolidated basis
were produced outside the Kingdom. Risks inherent in operating in several countries include:

e complying with, and managing changes to and developments in, a variety of laws and regulations, including
price regulations and data privacy, changes in environmental regulations, forced divestment of assets,
expropriation of property, cancellation or forced renegotiation of contract rights;

e complying with tax regimes in multiple jurisdictions, the imposition of new or increased withholding or
other taxes or royalties on the Company’s income;

e the imposition of new, or changes to existing, transfer pricing regulations or the imposition of new
restrictions on foreign trade or investment;

* adverse changes in economic and trade sanctions, export controls and national security measures resulting in
business disruptions, including delays or denials of import or export licences or blocked or rejected financial
transactions;

e conducting business through a number of subsidiaries, joint operations and joint ventures and challenges
implementing the Company’s policies and procedures in such entities; and

e fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates.

Operating in several countries also requires significant management attention and resources. The occurrence of
any of these risks may be burdensome and could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business,
financial condition and results of operations.

The Company currently conducts business, and could in the future decide to take part in new business
activities, in locations where certain parties are subject to sanctions and trade restrictions, and differing anti-
bribery and corruption regimes may be applicable.

The Company currently conducts business, and could in the future decide to take part in new business activities,
in locations where certain parties are subject to sanctions and trade restrictions imposed by the United States, the
EU and other sanctioning bodies. Laws and regulations governing sanctions and trade restrictions are complex
and are subject to change. The Company is currently pursuing investment and joint venture opportunities in
natural gas and LNG projects located in Russia and with Russian counterparties. Certain Russian individuals and
entities are subject to a number of sanctions and trade restrictions imposed by the United States and the EU
targeting the Russian financial, defence and energy sectors.

The Company has recently introduced new corporate governance and compliance policies (including with respect
to sanctions and trade restrictions, anti-bribery and corruption) and is instituting procedures in order to
(i) identify potential transactions or dealings with sanctioned parties and parties at risk of being subject to
sanctions and (ii) promote and ensure compliance with applicable anti-bribery and corruption laws. However, no
assurance can be made that the Company’s policies will always protect it from improper conduct of its
employees or business partners. If the Company were to be sanctioned in the future, or sanctioned as a result of
its transactions with other parties or otherwise, such sanctions could result in substantial civil or criminal
penalties, or both, and could have a material adverse effect on investments in the Notes, including the imposition
of restrictions on investors disposing their interests in the Notes.

The Company is dependent on Senior Management and key personnel.

The Company operates in a competitive environment, and its success depends upon its ability to identify, hire,
develop, motivate and retain highly-qualified Senior Management and key personnel. The Company’s Senior
Management and key personnel may voluntarily terminate their employment with the Company or leave their
positions due to reasons beyond the Company’s control.

Given the concentration of the Company’s workforce in the Kingdom, where there is currently a shortage of
experienced and skilled oil and gas professionals, it may have difficulty hiring and retaining individuals with the
desired expertise or experience. If the Company experiences a large number of retirements or departures of its oil
and gas experts in a relatively short period of time, attracting and retaining a sufficient number of replacements
domestically or internationally may be challenging. If the Company is unable to hire and retain Senior
Management and key personnel with requisite skills and expertise, it could have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.



The Company’s operations are dependent on the reliability and security of its IT systems.

The Company relies on the security of critical information and operational technology systems for, among other
things, the exploration, development, production, storage and distribution of hydrocarbons; the processing, use
and security of financial records, proprietary information, intellectual property, personal information and
operating data; and communications with management, personnel and business partners. Cyber incidents may
negatively impact these or other functions and, particularly in relation to industrial control systems, may result in
physical damage, injury or loss of life and environmental harm. The Company’s systems are a high profile target
for sophisticated cyberattacks by nation states, criminal hackers and competitors, and the Company routinely
fends off malicious attempts to gain unauthorised systems access. While the Company seeks to maintain a secure
network infrastructure to protect against critical data loss and to ensure operational integrity and continuity, there
is a risk that determined attackers with access to the necessary resources could successfully penetrate Company
systems. Attempts to gain unauthorised access to Company networks have been successful in the past, including
a 2012 cyberattack in which the Company resorted to manual procedures for certain non-operational related
matters while the breach was contained. To date, none of these incidents has been material to the Company’s
financial performance or reputation. Nonetheless, the nature and breadth of any potential future cyberattack
remain unknown and could result in significant costs, including investigation and remediation expenses,
regulatory scrutiny, legal liability and the loss of personal or sensitive business information, and could have a
material adverse effect on the Company’s operations and reputation. For further information on the Company’s
cybersecurity, see “Business—IT and Cybersecurity”.

Risk Factors Relating to the Company’s Industry and Regulatory Environment
The Government determines the Kingdom’s maximum level of crude oil production and MSC.

The Government determines the Kingdom’s maximum level of crude oil production in the exercise of its
sovereign prerogative. Accordingly, the Government may in its sole discretion increase or decrease the
Kingdom’s maximum crude oil production at any time based on its sovereign energy security goals or for any
other reason, which may be influenced by, among others, global economic and political conditions and their
corresponding impact on the Kingdom’s policy and strategic decisions with respect to exploration, development
and production of crude oil reserves.

In addition, in order to facilitate rapid changes in production volumes, the Government requires the Company to
maintain MSC in excess of its then current production in accordance with the Hydrocarbons Law. MSC refers to
the average maximum number of barrels per day of crude oil that can be produced for one year during any future
planning period, after taking into account all planned capital expenditures and maintenance, repair and operating
costs, and after being given three months to make operational adjustments. The Company incurs substantial costs
to maintain MSC and, although the Company has historically utilised a significant amount of this spare capacity,
there can be no assurance that it will do so in the future. In addition, the Government has decided in the past and
may in the future decide to increase MSC. As at 31 December 2018, the Company’s MSC was 12.0 million
barrels of crude oil per day.

The Government’s decisions regarding crude oil production and spare capacity, and the Company’s costs of
complying with such decisions, may not maximise returns for the Company. For example, the Company may be
precluded from producing more crude oil in response to either a decrease or increase in prices, which may limit
its ability to generate additional revenue or to increase its production of downstream products. In addition, a
decision to increase the Kingdom’s MSC could require the Company to make significant capital expenditures to
build new infrastructure and facilities. Any of these actions could have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

The Kingdom’s public finances are highly connected to the hydrocarbon industry.

The hydrocarbon industry is the single largest contributor to the Kingdom’s economy. The oil sector accounted
for 44.0% and 43.0% of the Kingdom’s real GDP in the years ended 31 December 2016 and 2017, respectively.
Furthermore, the oil sector accounted for 64.2% and 63.0% of the Government’s total revenues in the years
ended 31 December 2016 and 2017, respectively. The Government is expected to continue to rely on royalties,
taxes and other income from the hydrocarbon industry for a significant portion of its revenue. Any change in
crude oil, condensate, NGL, oil product, chemical and natural gas prices or other occurrences that negatively
affect the Company’s results of operations could materially affect the macroeconomic indicators of the Kingdom,
including GDP, balance of payments and foreign trade and the amount of cash available to the Government.



The changes made to the Kingdom’s tax regime for hydrocarbon producers and the royalty rate to which the
Company is subject, both of which became effective on 1 January 2017, seek to align the fiscal regime to which
the Company is subject with tax and royalty rates that are customary in other hydrocarbon producing
jurisdictions. In addition, in 2017, the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the
Company for the revenue it directly foregoes as a result of selling crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and
gasoline in the Kingdom at regulated prices, which further impacts the Kingdom’s cash flow. Moreover, effective
1 January 2017, the Government guaranteed amounts due to the Company with respect to hydrocarbon products
sales from various Government and semi-Government entities, and separate legal entities in which the
Government has share ownership or control. See “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial
Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”. In 2016, 2017 and 2018, the Government issued $18 billion, $22 billion
and $13 billion, respectively, in the international capital and sukuk markets to fund its budget. A shortfall in
funding to the Government or a decision to seek more revenue from hydrocarbons may lead the Government to
change the fiscal regime to which hydrocarbon producers in the Kingdom, including the Company, are subject.
Any such change could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results
of operations and affect its ability to make planned investments or to make payments on the Notes.

If domestic demand for natural gas exceeds domestic production, the Company may need to make additional
investments in its gas operations or import gas.

The Concession requires the Company to meet, through domestic production or imports, all domestic demand for
hydrocarbons, including natural gas. In the Kingdom, natural gas prices are regulated by the Government and the
price that domestic customers pay is traditionally set by the Council of Ministers.

In-Kingdom demand for gas has been increasing and is projected to grow in the future. According to the Industry
Consultant, gas demand in the Kingdom is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.7% from 2017 to 2030. While the
Company has expanded, and will continue to expand, its gas operations to address the increase in domestic
demand, demand may nonetheless exceed the Company’s planned production.

If domestic demand for gas grows beyond the Company’s planned production, the Company may expand its gas
operations, explore for new non-associated gas reserves or pursue unconventional gas resources, such as shale
gas. In addition, the Company may import natural gas if doing so is more economical than producing additional
gas domestically. The cost of any of these alternatives could be significant, particularly for pursuing
unconventional gas resources, which typically have higher exploration, production, and development costs than
conventional gas resources. The regulations passed by the Council of Ministers and issued by MEIM also provide
a framework for pricing new projects such that the Company will receive a commercial rate of return for each
project. However, there is no assurance that the Council of Ministers and MEIM will adjust the regulated price
for natural gas in the future to accommodate these new projects and any inability of the Company to realise a
commercial rate or return on new gas operations could have an adverse effect on its financial condition and
results of operations. See “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial
Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operation and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime
Changes—Gas Price System” and “Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry in the Kingdom—Regulated Domestic
Pricing of Certain Hydrocarbons—Gas Pricing”.

Climate change concerns and impacts could reduce global demand for hydrocarbons and hydrocarbon-based
products and could cause the Company to incur costs or invest additional capital.

Climate change concerns manifested in public sentiment, government policies, laws and regulations,
international agreements and treaties and other actions may reduce global demand for hydrocarbons and propel a
shift to lower carbon intensity fossil fuels such as gas or alternative energy sources. In particular, increasing
pressure on governments to reduce GHG emissions has led to a variety of actions that aim to reduce the use of
fossil fuels, including, among others, carbon emission cap and trade regimes, carbon taxes, increased energy
efficiency standards and incentives and mandates for renewable energy and other alternative energy sources. In
addition, international agreements that aim to limit or reduce GHG emissions are currently in various stages of
implementation. For example, the Paris Agreement became effective in November 2016, and many of the
countries that have ratified the Paris Agreement are adopting domestic measures to meet its goals, which include
reducing their use of fossil fuels and increasing their use of alternative energy sources. The landscape of
GHGe-related laws and regulations has been in a state of constant re-assessment and, in some cases, it is difficult
to predict with certainty the ultimate impact GHG-related laws, regulations and international agreements will
have on the Company. In some of the areas in which the Company operates such as the Netherlands, GHG



emissions are regulated by the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme. In the future, areas in which the
Company and its subsidiaries operate that are not currently subject to GHG regulation may become regulated and
existing GHG regulations may become more stringent. See “Business—Environment, Health and Safety—GHG
Emissions Management”.

Existing and future climate change concerns and impacts, including physical impacts to infrastructure, and
related laws, regulations, treaties, protocols, policies and other actions could shift demand to lower carbon
intensity fossil fuels, reduce demand for hydrocarbons and hydrocarbon-based products, have a material adverse
effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

Political and social instability and unrest and actual or potential armed conflicts in the MENA region and
other areas may affect the Company’s results of operations and financial condition.

The Company is headquartered and conducts much of its business in the MENA region, which is strategically
important geopolitically and has been subject to political and security concerns and social unrest, especially in
recent years. For example, since 2011, a number of countries in the MENA region have witnessed serious social
unrest, including widespread public demonstrations, and, in certain cases, armed conflict, terrorist attacks,
diplomatic disputes, foreign military intervention and a change of government.

As at the date of this Base Prospectus, armed conflict is ongoing in Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Libya and, since
2017, several ballistic missiles were fired into the Kingdom from Yemen, including at the Jazan region where the
Company has refining and chemicals facilities. Such social unrest and other political and security concerns may
not abate, may worsen and could spread to additional countries. Some of the Company’s facilities, infrastructure
and reserves are located near the borders of countries that have been or may be impacted and may be affected. No
assurance can be given that these political or security concerns or social unrest will not have a material adverse
effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

In addition, the majority of the Company’s crude oil production is exported using international supply routes. In
particular, the Strait of Hormuz and the Suez Canal are key shipping routes for the Company’s products and are
located in areas subject to political or armed conflict from time to time. For example, in April and July 2018,
Yemen’s Houthi group attacked tankers operated by the Saudi National Shipping Company off the coast of
Yemen. Any political or armed conflict or other event, including those described above, that impacts the
Company’s use of the Strait of Hormuz, Suez Canal or other international shipping routes could have a material
adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

Furthermore, there is a risk of terrorism or other armed conflict in the Kingdom and other jurisdictions in which
the Company operates, and the Company’s facilities have been targeted in the past. As at the date of this Base
Prospectus, such attacks have been thwarted, but no assurance can be given that such attacks will be thwarted in
the future. An attack on a field, facility or a pipeline could result in that field, facility or pipeline ceasing
operations, which could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and
results of operations.

Moreover, the majority of the Company’s assets and operations are located in the Kingdom and, accordingly,
may be affected by the political, social and economic conditions from time to time prevailing in or affecting the
Kingdom or the wider MENA region. Any unexpected changes in political, social or economic conditions may
have a material adverse effect on the Company, which could in turn have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations or investments that the Company has made or
may make in the future.

Furthermore, any of the events described above may contribute to instability in the MENA region and may have
a material adverse effect on the willingness of investors to invest in the Kingdom or companies that are based in
the Kingdom, which may in turn adversely affect the market value of the Notes.

The Company operates in a regulated industry and its business may be affected by regulatory changes.

The oil and gas industry in the Kingdom is a regulated industry. See “Business—Relationship with the
Kingdom—The Concession” and “Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry in the Kingdom” for a description of
the regulations and royal decrees that apply to the Company in the Kingdom and a description of the Concession.
Any change in the Kingdom to the laws, regulations, policies or practices relating to the oil and gas industry
could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations. In
addition, although the Concession provides for an initial period of 40 years, which will be extended by the
Government for 20 years provided the Company satisfies certain conditions commensurate with current
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operating practices (and may be amended and extended for an additional 40 years thereafter subject to the
Company and the Government agreeing on the terms of the extension), there is no assurance that the Government
will not revoke the Concession in whole or in part or adversely change the Company’s rights in respect of the
Concession, which would have a significant effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of
operations. Furthermore, if the Kingdom were to take additional actions under its regulatory powers or change
laws, regulations, policies or practices relating to the oil and gas industry, the Company’s business, financial
condition and results of operations could be materially and adversely affected.

The equalisation compensation the Company receives from the Government in respect of domestic sales of
certain hydrocarbons may be changed.

The Concession requires the Company to meet domestic demand for certain hydrocarbons, petroleum products
and LPG through domestic production or imports. In addition, pursuant to the Kingdom’s regulatory regime, the
Company is required to sell crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline to third parties in the
Kingdom at the Government’s regulated prices. The regulated prices for these products have historically
generated less sales revenue for the Company than if the same products had been sold for export.

Effective 1 January 2017, the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company
for the revenue it directly foregoes as a result of selling these products in the Kingdom at regulated prices. Under
this mechanism, the Company receives compensation for the difference between regulated prices and
equalisation prices (which are determined using reported regional prices) in respect of such sales. See
“Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry in the Kingdom—Regulated Domestic Pricing of Certain Hydrocarbons”
and “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors
Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”.

No assurance can be given that the equalisation regime will not be revoked or amended on terms less favourable
to the Company than the existing regime. Any such event could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s
earnings, cash flow, financial condition and results of operations. In addition, in the event the equalisation price
is less than the regulated price, the difference would be due from the Company to the Government.

The Company is required to obtain, maintain and renew governmental licences, permits and approvals in
order to operate its businesses.

The rights granted to the Company under the Concession represent the Company’s licenses, permits, and
approvals necessary to conduct business in the Kingdom with respect to Hydrocarbons operations and related
activities. However, the Company is required to obtain and renew any license, permit, or approval required under
the Hydrocarbons Law or GSPR, or in relation to activities unrelated to Hydrocarbons operations. See
“Business—Relationship with the Kingdom—The Concession” and “Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry in the
Kingdom”. There can be no assurance that the relevant authorities will issue any such licences, permits or
approvals in the time frame anticipated by the Company, or at all. Any failure to renew, maintain or obtain the
required permits and approvals, or the revocation or termination of existing licences, permits and approvals, may
interrupt the Company’s operations and could have an material adverse effect on the Company’s business,
financial condition and results of operations.

The Company’s operations are subject to extensive environmental protection, health and safety laws and
regulations.

The Company’s operations are subject to extensive laws and regulations relating to environmental protection,
health and safety. These laws and regulations govern, among other things, the generation, storage, handling, use,
disposal and transportation of hazardous materials, the emission and discharge of hazardous materials,
groundwater use and contamination and the health and safety of the Company’s employees and the communities
in which it operates. Compliance with these obligations can result in significant expenditures. From time to time,
the Company has been subject to shutdowns of certain facilities and in the future may be subject to the partial or
total shutdown of related operations or fines for any failure to comply with applicable laws and regulations.
Furthermore, a stricter interpretation of existing laws and regulations, any changes in these laws and regulations
or the enactment of new laws and regulations may impose new obligations on the Company or otherwise
adversely affect the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations. See “Business—
Environment, Health and Safety”.

The Company may also (i) incur significant costs associated with the investigation, clean up and restoration of
contaminated land, water or ecosystems, as well as claims for damage to property, and (ii) face claims of death or
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injury to persons resulting from exposure to hazardous materials or adverse impacts on natural resources and
properties of others resulting from its operations (including potentially from the transportation of hazardous
substances and products, raw materials or chemical pollution). Any such costs or liabilities could have a material
adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations. In particular, in the
United States, Motiva and other companies in the petroleum refining and marketing industry historically used
MTBE as a gasoline additive. Motiva is a party to pending lawsuits concerning alleged environmental impacts
associated with historic releases of MTBE in the United States, many of which involve other petroleum
marketers and refiners. Plaintiffs in these MTBE lawsuits generally seek to spread liability among large groups
of oil companies and seek substantial damages. Additional lawsuits and claims related to the use of MTBE,
including personal-injury claims, may be filed in the future. Motiva could be subject to material liabilities
relating to MTBE claims.

The Company may be affected by international trade litigation, disputes or agreements.

Exports of crude oil, refined products and petrochemicals by the Company or its affiliates to foreign countries
may be affected by litigation, disputes or agreements that lead to the imposition of import trade measures,
including anti-dumping and countervailing duties, safeguard measures, import licensing and customs
requirements. The possibility and effect of any such measures will depend on the domestic laws in the relevant
country to which the applicable products are being exported and applicable international trade agreements. Since
the majority of the Company’s products are exported, any such measures may have a material adverse effect on
the Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

In addition, the Kingdom is a party to international trade agreements, such as World Trade Organisation
agreements that include commitments by the Kingdom with respect to its laws, regulations and practices that
impact international trade. The Kingdom may become a party to other such agreements in the future. Compliance
by the Kingdom with any such commitments may directly or indirectly impact the Company and could cause the
Company to alter its operations in a manner that is costly or otherwise has a material adverse effect on its
business, financial condition or results of operations. If the Kingdom fails to comply with these trade agreement
commitments, the Company’s business operations could be exposed to scrutiny and its exports to potential
remedial measures, such as duties, which could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business,
financial condition and results of operations.

The Company’s financial condition and results of operations may be adversely affected if the Kingdom stops
pegging the SAR to the U.S. Dollar.

The Company has determined that the U.S. Dollar is its functional currency because a substantial amount of its
products are traded in U.S. Dollars in international markets. However, many of its operational and other expenses
are denominated in SARs, which have been exchanged at a fixed rate to the U.S. Dollar in the Kingdom since
1986. If the Kingdom’s policy of pegging the SAR to the U.S. Dollar were to change in the future and the SAR
were to become stronger relative to the U.S. Dollar, the Company may experience a significant increase in the
SAR denominated costs of its operations. Such an increase could have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s business, financial condition and results of operations.

In addition, the Company pays dividends to its sole shareholder, the Government, in U.S. Dollars. If the SAR is
no longer pegged to the U.S. Dollar and the value of the SAR were to change, the Company may be required to
expend additional cash to fund any dividends. Such changes could have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s financial condition.

Risk Factors Relating to the Structure of a Particular Issue of Notes

A wide range of Notes may be issued under the Programme. A number of these Notes may have features which
contain particular risks for potential investors. Set out below is a description of the most common such features.

The Company’s financial obligations, including its obligations under the Notes, are not guaranteed by the
Government.

Although the Company is wholly owned by the Government, the Company’s obligations under the Notes are not
guaranteed by the Government. In addition, the Government is under no obligation to extend financial support to
the Company. Accordingly, the Company’s financial obligations, including its obligations under the Notes, are
not, and should not be regarded as, obligations of the Government. The Company’s ability to meet its financial
obligations under the Notes is dependent on its ability to fund such amounts from its revenue, net income and
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cash flows. Therefore, any decline in the Company’s operating revenues, profits and cash flows, or any difficulty
in securing external funding, could have a material and adverse effect on the ability of the Company to meet its
payment obligations under the Notes.

Inverse floating rate Notes may be volatile.

Inverse floating rate Notes have an interest rate equal to a fixed rate minus a rate based upon a reference rate
(such as LIBOR or EURIBOR). The market values of these Notes typically are more volatile than market values
of other conventional floating rate debt securities based on the same reference rate (and with otherwise
comparable terms). Inverse floating rate Notes are more volatile because an increase in the reference rate not
only decreases the interest rate of such Notes, but may also reflect an increase in prevailing interest rates, which
further adversely affects the market value of such Notes.

Fixed/floating rate Notes have risks that conventional fixed rate notes do not.

Fixed/floating rate Notes may bear interest at a rate that converts from a fixed rate to a floating rate, or from a
floating rate to a fixed rate. Where the Issuer has the right to effect such a conversion, this will affect the
secondary market and the market value of the Notes since the Issuer may be expected to convert the rate when it
is likely to produce a lower overall cost of borrowing. If the Issuer converts from a fixed rate to a floating rate in
such circumstances, the spread on the fixed/floating rate Notes may be less favourable than then prevailing
spreads on comparable floating rate Notes tied to the same reference rate. In addition, the new floating rate at any
time may be lower than the rates on other Notes. If the Issuer converts from a floating rate to a fixed rate in such
circumstances, the fixed rate may be lower than then prevailing rates on its Notes.

Notes may be issued at a substantial discount or premium and the market value thereof may be volatile.

The market values of securities issued at a substantial discount or premium from their principal amount tend to
fluctuate more in relation to general changes in interest rates than do prices for conventional interest bearing
securities. Generally, the longer the remaining term of the securities, the greater the price volatility as compared
to conventional interest bearing securities with comparable maturities.

The trading price of any fixed rate Notes is dependent on the interest rate environment and the trading price
will fall as prevailing interest rates rise.

The trading price of any fixed rate Notes will depend on a variety of factors, including, without limitation, the
interest rate environment. Each of these factors may be volatile, and may or may not be within the Company’s
control. Generally, if interest rates rise, or are expected to rise, during the term of any fixed rate Notes, the
trading price of such Notes will decrease.

The Notes may be redeemed prior to their final maturity date for tax reasons.

If the Issuer becomes obligated to pay any additional amounts in respect of the Notes as provided or referred to in
Condition 7 (Taxation) as a result of any change in, or amendment to, the tax laws or regulations of the Kingdom
or any change in the application or official interpretation of such laws or regulations, which change or
amendment becomes effective on or after the date on which agreement is reached to issue a Tranche of the Notes,
the Issuer may redeem all but not some only of the outstanding Notes of such Tranche in accordance with
Condition 6.2 (Redemption for tax reasons). In such circumstances, an investor may not be able to reinvest the
redemption proceeds in a comparable security with a similar rate of return, which may have an adverse effect on
the position of such investor.

There are risks that certain “benchmarks” to which the Notes are linked may be administered differently or
discontinued in the future, including the potential phasing-out of LIBOR after 2021, which may adversely
affect the value and return on such Notes.

LIBOR, EURIBOR and other interest rates and indices which are deemed to be “benchmarks” are the subject of
ongoing regulatory reform. Following the implementation of any such potential reforms, the manner of
administration of benchmarks may change, with the result that they may perform differently than in the past, or
benchmarks could be eliminated entirely, or there could be other consequences which cannot be predicted. For
example, on 27 July 2017, the FCA announced that it will no longer persuade or compel banks to submit rates for
the calculation of LIBOR after 2021, which was further reiterated in an FCA announcement on 12 July 2018
which described the transition away from LIBOR. These FCA announcements indicate that the continuation of
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LIBOR on the current basis cannot be guaranteed after 2021 and that planning a transition to alternative reference
rates that are based firmly on transactions, such as reformed SONIA (the Sterling Over Night Index Average),
must begin. The potential elimination of LIBOR or any other benchmark or changes in the manner of
administration of a benchmark could require an adjustment to the terms and conditions, or result in other
consequences, in respect of any Notes linked to such benchmark.

If LIBOR were discontinued or otherwise unavailable, the rate of interest on floating rate Notes which reference
LIBOR will be determined for the relevant period by the fallback provisions applicable to such Notes. Depending
on the manner in which the LIBOR rate is to be determined under the terms and conditions, this may: (i) if [SDA
Determination applies, be reliant upon the provision by reference banks of offered quotations for the LIBOR rate
which, depending on market circumstances, may not be available at the relevant time; or (ii) if Screen Rate
Determination applies, result in the effective application of a fixed rate based on the rate which applied in the
previous period when LIBOR was available. Any of the foregoing could have an adverse effect on the value or
liquidity of, and return on, any floating rate Notes which reference LIBOR.

Risk Factors Relating to the Notes Generally

Noteholders are exposed to the consequences of a minimum specified denomination plus a higher integral
multiple for the Notes to be traded in clearing systems.

The Terms and Conditions of the Notes provide that Notes shall be issued with a minimum denomination of
€100,000 (or its equivalent in another currency) and integral multiples of an amount in excess thereof in the
relevant Specified Currency. Where Notes are traded in a clearing system, it is possible that the clearing systems
may process trades which could result in amounts being held in denominations smaller than the minimum
denominations specified in the relevant Final Terms related to an issue of Notes. If Definitive Notes are required
to be issued in relation to such Notes in accordance with the provisions of the terms of the applicable Global
Notes, a holder who does not have an integral multiple of the minimum denomination in its account with the
relevant clearing system at the relevant time may not receive all of its entitlement in the form of Definitive Notes
unless and until such time as its holding becomes an integral multiple of the minimum denomination.

An active trading market for Notes may not develop.

Notes issued under the Programme may have no established trading market when issued, and one may never
develop. If a market does develop, it may not be very liquid. Therefore, investors may not be able to sell their
Notes easily or at prices that will provide them with a yield comparable to similar investments that have a
developed secondary market. This is particularly the case for Notes that are especially sensitive to interest rate,
currency or market risks, are designed for specific investment objectives or strategies or have been structured to
meet the investment requirements of limited categories of investors. These types of Notes generally would have a
more limited secondary market and more price volatility than conventional debt securities. Illiquidity could have
a material adverse effect on the market value of Notes.

Application has been made for the listing of Notes on the Official List and for trading on the Regulated Market of
the London Stock Exchange. There can be no assurance that either such listings or declaration will be obtained
or, if such listings or declaration is obtained, that an active trading market will develop or be sustained. In
addition, the liquidity of any market for Notes will depend on the number of holders of Notes, the interest of
securities dealers in making a market in Notes and other factors. Accordingly, there can be no assurance as to the
development or liquidity of any market for Notes.

The market price of Notes may be volatile.

The market price of Notes could be subject to significant fluctuations in response to actual or anticipated
variations in the Company’s operating results and those of its competitors, adverse business developments,
changes to the regulatory environment in which the Company operates, changes in financial estimates by
securities analysts, as well as other factors. In addition, the market price of the Notes could be affected by the
actual or expected issuance of additional indebtedness of the Company. In this regard, on 27 March 2019, the
Company announced it had entered into a purchase agreement with the PIF to acquire the PIF’s 70% equity
interest in SABIC for total consideration of $69.1 billion. Half of the purchase price and certain other amounts
will be secured by promissory notes to be issued by the Issuer in favour of the PIF. The promissory notes will be
fully transferable and assignable and may be pledged by the PIF, subject to a right of first refusal in favour of the
Company to purchase the promissory notes if the PIF receives any offer or commitment of financing which
would include a transfer of the promissory notes. See “—The Company may not realise some or all of the
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expected benefits of future acquisitions, including with respect to SABIC” and “Overview—Proposed Acquisition
of an Equity Interest in SABIC”.

Furthermore, in recent years the global financial markets have experienced significant price and volume
fluctuations, which, if repeated in the future, could have a material adverse effect on the market price of Notes
without regard to the Company’s business, prospects, financial condition, cash flows or results of operations.
Factors, including increased competition, fluctuations in commodity prices or the Company’s operating results,
the regulatory environment, availability of reserves, general market conditions, natural disasters, terrorist attacks
and war, could have a material adverse effect on the market price of Notes.

Exchange rate risks exist to the extent payments in respect of Notes are made in a currency other than the
currency in which an investor’s activities are denominated.

The Issuer will pay principal and interest on the Notes in the Specified Currency (as defined in the Final Terms).
This presents certain risks relating to currency conversions if the Investor’s Currency is different from the
Specified Currency. These include the risk that exchange rates may significantly change (including changes due
to devaluation of the Specified Currency or revaluation of the Investor’s Currency) and the risk that authorities
with jurisdiction over the Investor’s Currency may impose or modify exchange controls. In addition, such risks
generally depend on economic and political events over which the Issuer has no control. An appreciation in the
value of the Investor’s Currency relative to the Specified Currency would decrease: (i) the Investor’s Currency
equivalent yield on the Notes; (ii) the Investor’s Currency equivalent value of the principal payable on the Notes;
and (iii) the Investor’s Currency equivalent market value of the Notes.

Government and monetary authorities may impose (as some have done in the past) exchange controls that could
adversely affect an applicable exchange rate as well as the availability of a specified foreign currency at the time
of payment of principal or interest, if any, on Notes. As a result, investors may receive less interest or principal
than expected, or no interest or principal. Even if there are no actual exchange controls, it is possible that the
Specified Currency for any particular Note not denominated in U.S. Dollars would not be available at the
maturity of a series of Notes. In that event, the Issuer would make required payments in U.S. Dollars on the basis
of the market exchange rate on the date of such payment, or if such rate of exchange is not then available, on the
basis of the market exchange rate as at the most recent practicable date.

Credit ratings may not reflect all risks.

One or more independent credit rating agencies may assign credit ratings to the Notes. The Company’s credit
ratings are an assessment by the relevant rating agencies of its ability to pay its debts when due. The ratings may
not reflect the potential impact of all risks related to the structure and marketing of Notes issued under this Base
Prospectus, and other factors that may affect the value of the Notes. A credit rating is not a recommendation to
buy, sell or hold securities and may be revised or withdrawn by the rating agency at any time. Any future
downgrade or withdrawal at any time of a credit rating assigned to the Company by any rating agency could have
a material adverse effect on the market value of the Notes, the Company’s cost of borrowing and its access to
debt capital markets. In addition, the Company’s credit rating could be affected by changes in the Kingdom’s
credit rating.

Legal investment considerations may restrict certain investments.

The investment activities of certain investors are subject to legal investment laws and regulations, or review or
regulation by certain authorities. Each potential investor should consult its legal advisers to determine whether
and to what extent: (i) Notes constitute legal investments for it; (ii) Notes can be used as collateral for various
types of borrowing; and (iii) other restrictions apply to any purchase or pledge of any Notes by the investor.
Financial institutions should consult their legal advisers or the relevant regulators to determine the appropriate
treatment of Notes under any applicable risk-based capital or similar rules and regulations.

The Issuer may, without the consent of the Noteholders, issue additional Notes. These additional Notes, even
if they are treated for non-tax purposes as part of the same series as the original Notes, may be treated as a
separate series for U.S. federal income tax purposes.

The Issuer may, without the consent of the holders of the Notes of the relevant Series, issue additional Tranches
of Notes which may be consolidated and form a single Series with one or more Tranches previously issued.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, such additional Tranches may be treated as a separate series for U.S. federal
income tax purposes. In such a case, the Notes of any such additional Tranche may be considered to have been
issued with “original issue discount” for U.S. federal income tax purposes and this may reduce the market value
of the Notes of such Tranche to certain classes of investors.
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Risk Factors Relating to Enforcement

Enforcement in the Kingdom of an arbitral award relating to the Notes may be challenged in certain
circumstances and enforcement may take a significant amount of time.

The Trust Deed provides that any dispute, claim, difference or controversy arising out of, relating to, or having
any connection with the Notes and the Trust Deed shall be referred to, and finally resolved by, arbitration under
the Arbitration Rules (“LCIA Rules”) of the London Court of International Arbitration (the “LCIA”), in
London, England. Noteholders will therefore only have recourse to LCIA arbitration in order to enforce their
contractual rights relating to the Notes.

The Kingdom is a signatory to the New York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Arbitral Awards 1958. Accordingly, courts in the Kingdom have an obligation to recognise and enforce foreign
arbitral awards unless (i) the party opposing enforcement can prove one of the grounds under Article V of the
New York Convention to refuse enforcement, which include, without limitation, that the agreement is not valid
under the law governing it, the party against whom the award is invoked was not given proper notice of the
arbitration proceeding, the award contains decisions beyond the scope of the matters submitted to arbitration and
the award has been set aside or suspended by a competent authority of the country in which, or under the law of
which, the award was made, or (ii) the Kingdom courts find that the subject matter of the dispute is not capable
of settlement by arbitration or enforcement or would be contrary to the public policy of the Kingdom. For
example, the laws of the Kingdom do not recognise the concept of a trust and, accordingly, the Kingdom courts
may recharacterise the trust established pursuant to the Trust Deed in the context of the concept of amanah.
Under Saudi Arabian law, an amin is a person who is charged with the responsibility of holding and/or looking
after assets belonging to another (amanah). An amin would be responsible for maintaining the assets it is holding
for another and would be liable for any damage or loss caused to such assets where the damage or loss is caused
by the amin’s negligence or by acting ultra vires. As such, there can be no assurance that the obligations of the
Trustee under the Trust Deed to act on behalf of the Noteholders in accordance with their instructions would be
enforceable or recognised under the laws of the Kingdom in the same manner as under English law. In addition,
pursuant to the New York Convention, enforcement of any arbitral award in the Kingdom is subject to filing a
legal action for recognition and enforcement of the foreign arbitral award with the enforcement departments of
the general courts in the Kingdom, which can take considerable time.

As a result, enforcement of an arbitral award relating to the Notes in the Kingdom may take a significant amount
of time and enforcement of any arbitration award in the Kingdom may be challenged in the circumstances
described above. Since a substantial portion of the Issuer’s assets and operations are located in the Kingdom,
delay in enforcement in the Kingdom of an arbitral award relating to the Notes or any inability to enforce an
arbitral award in the Kingdom could have a material adverse effect on Noteholders’ recourse to the Issuer’s
assets to satisfy amounts due under the Notes.

Foreign judgments may not be enforceable against the Issuer and it may not be possible to effect service of
process on the Issuer.

In the absence of a treaty for the reciprocal enforcement of foreign judgments with the jurisdiction in which a
judgment is obtained, the courts of the Kingdom are unlikely to enforce a judgment obtained in courts outside the
Kingdom without reexamining the merits of the claim, including any judgment predicated upon United States
federal securities laws or the securities laws of any state or territory within the United States. In addition, the
courts of the Kingdom may (i) decline to enforce a foreign judgment if certain criteria are not met, including, but
not limited to, compliance with public policy of the Kingdom or (ii) decline to entertain original actions brought
in the Kingdom against the Issuer or its directors or officers predicated upon the securities laws of the United
States or any state in the United States.

Additionally, the Issuer is a joint stock company incorporated in the Kingdom and a substantial portion of its
assets and operations are located there. As a result, it may not be possible for investors to effect service of
process upon the Issuer outside the Kingdom.

The inability to enforce a foreign judgment or effect service of process in the Kingdom could have a material
adverse effect on Noteholders’ recourse to the Issuer’s assets with respect to any claim.

Contractual obligations governing the payment of interest may not be enforceable under Saudi Arabian law.

The legal regime in the Kingdom governing transactions such as the issuance of the Notes includes Shari’ah
principles which are often expressed in general terms, providing Saudi Arabian courts and adjudicatory bodies
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with considerable discretion as to how to apply such principles. Under Shari’ah principles as applied in the
Kingdom, the charging and payment of interest, which is deemed to constitute unlawful gain (riba), is prohibited.
To the extent that any contractual provision of the Notes is viewed or characterised by a Saudi Arabian court or
adjudicatory body as relating to interest, such provision may not be enforceable in the Kingdom.

Noteholders are subject to risks related to a possible change in law.

The structure of the issue of Notes is based on English law and administrative practices in effect as at the date of
this Base Prospectus. No assurance can be given as to the impact of any possible change to English law or
administrative practices after the date of this Base Prospectus, nor can any assurance be given as to whether any
such change could adversely affect the ability of the Issuer to make payments under the Notes.

No assurance can be given as to the impact of any possible judicial decision or changes in English law or
administrative practice after the date of this Base Prospectus.

Provisions of Notes permit defined majorities to bind all Noteholders and the Trustee to take certain actions.

The conditions of the Notes contain provisions for calling meetings of Noteholders to consider matters affecting
their interests generally. These provisions permit defined majorities to bind all Noteholders, including
Noteholders who did not attend and vote at the relevant meeting and Noteholders who voted in a manner contrary
to the majority.

The conditions of the Notes also provide that the Trustee may, without the consent of Noteholders, agree to:
(i) certain modifications of, or to the waiver or authorisation of any breach or proposed breach of, any of the
provisions of the Notes or the Trust Deed or (ii) determine without the consent of the Noteholders that any Event
of Default (as defined in the Trust Deed) or potential Event of Default shall not be treated as such where, in each
case, it is not materially prejudicial to the interests of the Noteholders.

Risks Factors Relating to Notes Denominated in Renminbi

RMB Notes may be issued under the Programme. A description of risks which may be relevant to an investor in
RMB Notes is set out below:

Renminbi is not freely convertible and there are significant restrictions on the remittance of Renminbi into
and out of the People’s Republic of China (the “PRC”), which may adversely affect the Issuer’s ability to
satisfy its obligations under RMB Notes.

The government of the PRC (the “PRC Government”) continues to regulate conversion between Renminbi and
foreign currencies. Currently, the Renminbi is not freely convertible into other currencies.

However, there has been significant reduction in control by the PRC Government in recent years, particularly
over trade transactions involving import and export of goods and services as well as other frequent routine
foreign exchange transactions. These transactions are known as current account items.

On the other hand, remittance of Renminbi into and out of the PRC for the settlement of capital account items,
such as capital contributions, debt financing and securities investment, is generally only permitted upon obtaining
specific approvals from, or completing specific registrations or filings with, the relevant authorities on a
case-by-case basis and is subject to a strict monitoring system.

Although, from 1 October 2016, Renminbi has been be added to the Special Drawing Rights basket created by
the International Monetary Fund (the “IMF”), there is no assurance that the PRC Government will continue to
gradually liberalise control over cross-border remittance of Renminbi that the schemes for Renminbi cross-
border utilisation will not be discontinued or that new regulations in the PRC will not be promulgated in the
future which have the effect of restricting or eliminating the remittance of Renminbi into or out of the PRC.
Despite the Renminbi internationalisation pilot programme and efforts in recent years to internationalise the
currency, there can be no assurance that the PRC Government will not impose interim or long-term restrictions
on the cross-border remittance of Renminbi. In the event that funds cannot be repatriated out of the PRC in
Renminbi, this may affect the availability of Renminbi outside the PRC and the ability of the Issuer to source
Renminbi to satisfy its obligations under RMB Notes.

There is only limited availability of Renminbi outside the PRC, which may affect the liquidity of the RMB
Notes and the ability of the Issuer to source Renminbi outside the PRC to service RMB Notes.

As a result of the restrictions imposed by the PRC Government on cross-border Renminbi fund flows, the
availability of Renminbi outside the PRC is limited.
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While the People’s Bank of China (“PBoC”) has: (i) entered into the agreements (the “Settlement
Arrangements”) on the clearing of Renminbi business with financial institutions (the “Renminbi Clearing
Banks”) in a number of financial centres and cities, including but not limited to Hong Kong, (ii) established the
Cross-Border Inter-Bank Payments System to facilitate cross-border Renminbi settlement and (iii) is further in
the process of establishing Renminbi clearing and settlement mechanisms in several other jurisdictions, the
current size of Renminbi denominated financial assets outside the PRC remains limited.

There are restrictions imposed by the PBoC on Renminbi business-participating banks in respect of cross-border
Renminbi settlement, such as those relating to direct transactions with PRC enterprises. Furthermore, Renminbi
business-participating banks do not have direct Renminbi liquidity support from PBoC, although PBoC has
gradually allowed participating banks to access the PRC’s onshore inter-bank market for the purchase and sale of
Renminbi. The Renminbi Clearing Banks only have limited access to onshore liquidity support from PBoC for
the purpose of squaring open positions of participating banks for limited types of transactions and are not obliged
to square for participating banks any open positions resulting from other foreign exchange transactions or
conversion services. In cases where the participating banks cannot source sufficient Renminbi through the above
channels, they will need to source Renminbi from outside the PRC to square such open positions.

Although it is expected that the offshore Renminbi market will continue to grow in depth and size, its growth is
subject to many constraints as a result of PRC laws and regulations on foreign exchange. There is no assurance
that new PRC regulations will not be promulgated or that the Settlement Arrangements will not be terminated or
amended in the future which will have the effect of restricting availability of Renminbi outside the PRC. The
limited availability of Renminbi outside the PRC may affect the liquidity of the RMB Notes. To the extent the
Issuer is required to source Renminbi in the offshore market to service the RMB Notes, there is no assurance that
the Issuer will be able to source such Renminbi on satisfactory terms, if at all.

Investment in RMB Notes is subject to exchange rate risks.

The value of Renminbi against other foreign currencies fluctuates from time to time and is affected by changes in
the PRC and international political and economic conditions as well as many other factors. Recently, the PBoC
implemented changes to the way it calculates the Renminbi’s daily mid-point against the U.S. dollar to take into
account market-maker quotes before announcing such daily mid-point. This change, and others that may be
implemented, may increase the volatility in the value of the Renminbi against foreign currencies. All payments of
interest and principal will be made in Renminbi with respect to the RMB Notes unless otherwise specified. As a
result, the value of these Renminbi payments may vary with the changes in the prevailing exchange rates in the
marketplace. If the value of Renminbi depreciates against another foreign currency, the value of the investment
made by a holder of the RMB Notes in that foreign currency will decline.

Investment in the RMB Notes is subject to currency risk.

If the Issuer is not able, or it is impracticable for it, to satisfy its obligation to pay interest and principal on the
RMB Notes as a result of a Renminbi Currency Event (as defined in Condition 5.6 (Renminbi Currency Event)),
the Issuer shall be entitled, on giving notice as soon as practicable to the investors in accordance with the
Conditions stating the occurrence of the Renminbi Currency Event, giving details thereof and the action proposed
in relation thereto, to settle any such payment in the Relevant Currency (as specified in the applicable Final
Terms) converted using the Spot Rate for the relevant Rate Calculation Date (as defined in the Conditions) of any
such interest or principal, as the case may be.

Payments with respect to the RMB Notes may be made only in the manner designated in the RMB Notes.

All payments to investors in respect of the RMB Notes will be made solely: (i) for so long as the RMB Notes are
represented by global certificates held with a common depositary for Clearstream, Luxembourg and Euroclear or
any alternative clearing system, by transfer to a Renminbi bank account maintained in Hong Kong or in the RMB
Settlement Centre(s), if so specified in the applicable Final Terms; (ii) for so long as the RMB Notes are
represented by global certificates, by transfer to a Renminbi bank account maintained in Hong Kong in
accordance with prevailing rules and procedures; or (iii) for so long as the RMB Notes are in definitive form, by
transfer to a Renminbi bank account maintained in Hong Kong or in the RMB Settlement Centre(s), if so
specified in the applicable Final Terms, in accordance with prevailing rules and regulations. The Issuer cannot be
required to make payment by any other means (including in any other currency or by transfer to a bank account
in the PRC).
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Gains on the transfer of the RMB Notes may become subject to income taxes under PRC tax laws.

Under the PRC Enterprise Income Tax Law, the PRC Individual Income Tax Law and the relevant implementing
rules, as amended from time to time, any gain realised on the transfer of RMB Notes by a non-PRC resident
enterprise or individual holders may be subject to PRC enterprise income tax (“EIT”) or PRC individual income
tax (“II'T”) if such gain is regarded as income derived from sources within the PRC. The PRC Enterprise Income
Tax Law levies EIT at the rate of 20% of the gains derived by such non-PRC resident enterprise or individual
holder from the transfer of RMB Notes but its implementation rules have reduced the enterprise income tax rate
to 10% The PRC Individual Income Tax Law levies IIT at a rate of 20% of the gains derived by such non-PRC
resident or individual holder from the transfer of RMB Notes.

However, uncertainty remains as to whether the gains realised from the transfer of RMB Notes by a non-PRC
resident enterprise or individual holders would be treated as income derived from sources within the PRC and
become subject to the EIT or IIT. This will depend on how the PRC tax authorities interpret, apply or enforce the
PRC Enterprise Income Tax Law, the PRC Individual Income Tax Law and the relevant implementing rules.
According to the arrangement between the PRC and Hong Kong, for avoidance of double taxation, holders who
are residents of Hong Kong, including enterprise holders and individual holders, will not be subject to EIT or IIT
on capital gains derived from a sale or exchange of RMB Notes.

Therefore, if a non-PRC enterprise or individual resident holders are required to pay PRC income tax on gains
derived from the transfer of RMB Notes, unless there is an applicable tax treaty between PRC and the jurisdiction
in which such non-PRC enterprise or individual resident holder of RMB Notes resides that reduces or exempts
the relevant EIT or IIT, the value of their investment in RMB Notes may be materially and adversely affected.
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OVERVIEW

This overview does not contain all of the information that is important to making a decision to invest in Notes.
Any decision to invest in Notes should be based on a consideration of this Base Prospectus as a whole. In
particular, it is important to carefully consider the Section entitled “Risk Factors” prior to making an investment
decision with respect to Notes.

All natural resources within the Kingdom, including hydrocarbons, are owned by the Kingdom. Through the
Concession, the Government has granted the Company the exclusive right to explore, develop and produce the
Kingdom’s hydrocarbon resources, except in the Excluded Areas. See “Business—Relationship with the
Kingdom—The Concession”. Unless otherwise indicated, any reference in this Base Prospectus to reserves of
crude oil and condensate, natural gas or other hydrocarbons are reserves owned by the Kingdom that the
Company has the right to operate and develop through the Concession and exclude reserves other entities have
the right to develop, including AGOC, the Company’s wholly owned subsidiary, which operates in the
partitioned territory between the Kingdom and the State of Kuwait.

Overview of the Company
Overview of the Company’s Business

The Company is the world’s largest integrated oil and gas company. In 2018, the Company produced
13.6 million barrels per day of oil equivalent, including 10.3 million barrels per day of crude oil (including
blended condensate). The Company’s crude oil production accounted for approximately one in every eight
barrels of crude oil produced globally from 2016 to 2018. As at 31 December 2017, the Company’s proved
liquids reserves were more than five times the combined proved liquids reserves of the Five Major I0Cs. In
addition, the Company’s net refining capacity as at 31 December 2017 made it the fourth largest integrated
refiner in the world based on a comparison with third party refining capacity data provided by the Industry
Consultant. As at 31 December 2018, the Company had a gross refining capacity of 4.9 million barrels per day
and net refining capacity of 3.1 million barrels per day. The Company expects the Jazan integrated petrochemical
refinery and the PRefChem integrated refinery and petrochemicals complex to commence operations by the end
of 2019, which will increase the Company’s gross refining capacity to 5.6 million barrels per day and net refining
capacity to 3.7 million barrels per day. The Company is focussed on maintaining its pre-eminent upstream
position and continued strategic integration of its downstream operations to secure demand for its crude oil and
to capture value across the hydrocarbon chain.

The Company’s heritage dates back to 1933 as an upstream venture founded by predecessors to Chevron and
ExxonMobil, two of today’s Five Major IOCs. The Company’s upstream operations are based in the Kingdom
and it also operates a global downstream business. Its primary business segments are the upstream segment and
the downstream segment, which are supported by the corporate segment.

For the year ended 31 December 2018, the Company generated SAR 453.7 billion ($121.0 billion) in net cash
provided by operating activities and SAR 321.9 billion ($85.8 billion) of Free Cash Flow. The Company operates
within a conservative financial framework, with a net cash position as at 31 December 2018, which led to a
Gearing ratio of (8.6)%. Free Cash Flow and Gearing are non-IFRS measures. For a definition of Free Cash Flow
and Gearing and a reconciliation to the nearest financial measures calculated in accordance with IFRS, see
“Alternative Performance Measures—Free Cash Flow” and “Alternative Performance Measures—Gearing”.

Upstream

The Company is the world’s leading producer of crude oil and condensate. In 2018, the Company produced
13.6 million barrels per day of oil equivalent, including 10.3 million barrels per day of crude oil (including
blended condensate), an additional 0.2 million barrels per day of unblended condensate, 1.1 million barrels per
day of NGLs, 8.9 billion standard cubic feet per day of natural gas and 1.0 billion standard cubic feet per day of
ethane. As at 31 December 2018, the Kingdom’s reserves in the fields the Company operates consisted of
336.2 billion barrels of oil equivalent, including 261.5 billion barrels of crude oil and condensate, 36.1 billion
barrels of NGLs and 233.8 trillion standard cubic feet of natural gas.

Under the Original Concession, which was in effect until 24 December 2017, the Company’s rights with respect
to hydrocarbons in the Kingdom were not limited to a particular term. Effective 24 December 2017, the
Concession grants the Company the exclusive right to explore, develop and produce the Kingdom’s hydrocarbon
resources, except in the Excluded Areas, for an initial period of 40 years, which will be extended by the
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Government for 20 years provided the Company satisfies certain conditions commensurate with current
operating practices. The Excluded Areas consist of: (a) the boundaries of the Holy Mosques in both Makkah
Al-Mukarramah and Madinah Al-Munawwarah, (b) the partitioned territory and its adjoining offshore areas in
accordance with the agreements between the Kingdom and the State of Kuwait and (c) the common zone in the
Red Sea in accordance with the agreement between the Kingdom and the Republic of Sudan. In addition, the
Concession may be extended for an additional 40 years beyond the prior 60 year period subject to the Company
and the Government agreeing on the terms of the extension. See “Business—Relationship with the Kingdom—The
Concession”. The Concession also requires the Company to meet domestic demand for certain hydrocarbons,
petroleum products and LPG through domestic production or imports.

Based on the initial 40 year period and 20 year extension of the Concession, as at 31 December 2018 the
Company’s reserves were 256.9 billion barrels of oil equivalent (sufficient for proved reserves life of 52 years),
consisting of 201.4 billion barrels of crude oil and condensate 25.4 billion barrels of NGLs and 185.7 trillion
standard cubic feet of natural gas. As at 31 December 2018, the Company’s portfolio included 498 reservoirs
within 136 fields distributed throughout the Kingdom and its territorial waters. As at 31 December 2017, the
Company’s reserves were 260.2 billion barrels of oil equivalent (sufficient for proved reserves life of 54 years),
consisting of 204.8 billion barrels of crude oil and condensate, 26.0 billion barrels of NGLs and 181.0 trillion
standard cubic feet of natural gas, which was significantly longer than the 9 to 15 year proved reserves life of any
of the Five Major IOCs based on publicly available information.

The Company manages the Kingdom’s unique reserves and resources base to optimise production and maximise
long term value pursuant to the Hydrocarbons Law, which mandates that the Company’s hydrocarbon operations
promote long-term productivity of the Kingdom’s reservoirs and support the prudent stewardship of its
hydrocarbon resources. The Company has historically replaced the Kingdom’s reserves in a low-cost manner and
on an organic basis through revisions of reserve estimates at existing fields and through delineation and
exploration to identify new fields. As a result, the Kingdom’s estimated proved reserves in the largest fields
operated by the Company have increased since their initial production.

Based on a comparison of production cost data of the Five Major IOCs and other leading oil and gas companies,
the Company is uniquely positioned as the lowest cost producer globally as at 31 December 2017. The
Company’s average upstream lifting cost was SAR 10.6 ($2.8) per barrel of oil equivalent produced in 2018,
following the Industry Consultant’s methodology. In addition, the Company’s upstream capital expenditures for
the year ended 31 December 2018 averaged SAR 17.7 ($4.7) per barrel of oil equivalent produced also following
the Industry Consultant’s methodology. The Company’s low cost position is due to the unique nature of the
Kingdom’s geological formations, favourable onshore and shallow water offshore environments in which the
Company’s reservoirs are located, synergies available from the Company’s use of its large infrastructure and
logistics networks, its low depletion rate operational model and its scaled application of technology. Given the
quality of most of the Company’s reservoirs and its operational model, it is possible to achieve high recovery
factors while maintaining relatively low water cut levels for long periods of time.

The Company maintains MSC in accordance with the requirements of the Hydrocarbons Law. MSC refers to the
average maximum number of barrels per day of crude oil that can be produced for one year during any future
planning period, after taking into account all planned capital expenditures and maintenance, repair and operating
costs, and after being given three months to make operational adjustments. As at 31 December 2018, the
Company’s MSC was 12.0 million barrels of crude oil per day. The spare capacity afforded by maintaining MSC
enables the Company to increase its crude oil production above planned levels rapidly in response to changes in
global crude oil supply and demand. The Company also uses this spare capacity as an alternative supply option in
case of unplanned production outages at any field and to maintain its production levels during routine field
maintenance. The Company generated revenues by utilising the spare capacity provided by MSC of
SAR 133.0 billion ($35.5 billion) from 2013 to 2018.

The Company’s gas portfolio is rich in liquids, demonstrated by the production of 0.2 million barrels per day of
unblended condensate and 1.1 million barrels per day of NGLs in 2018. The Company is the exclusive supplier
of natural gas in the Kingdom, the seventh largest natural gas market in the world according to the Industry
Consultant, and supplied 8.9 billion standard cubic feet per day of natural gas and 1.0 billion standard cubic feet
per day of ethane in 2018. It owns and operates the MGS, which is an extensive network of pipelines that
connects the Company’s key gas production and processing sites throughout the Kingdom. The Company expects
to further expand its gas reserves through new field discoveries, new reservoir additions in existing fields and
delineation and reassessment of existing reservoirs and fields.
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Downstream

The Company has a large, strategically integrated global downstream business. The downstream segment’s
activities consist primarily of refining and petrochemical manufacturing and supply, trading and marketing
operations. The Company’s net refining capacity as at 31 December 2017 made it the fourth largest integrated
refiner in the world based on a comparison with third party refining capacity data provided by the Industry
Consultant. As at 31 December 2018, the Company had a gross refining capacity of 4.9 million barrels per day
and net refining capacity of 3.1 million barrels per day. The Company expects the Jazan integrated petrochemical
refinery and the PRefChem integrated refinery and petrochemicals complex to commence operations by the end
of 2019, which will increase the Company’s gross refining capacity to 5.6 million barrels per day and net refining
capacity to 3.7 million barrels per day. The strategic integration of the Company’s upstream and downstream
segments provides an opportunity for the Company to secure crude oil demand by selling to its captive system of
domestic and international wholly owned and affiliated refineries. The downstream segment’s other business
activities include crude oil sales, product distribution and power supply.

The Company’s downstream business is the largest customer for the upstream business’ crude oil production,
consuming 38% of its crude oil production in 2018. The Company’s upstream business supplies all the crude oil
processed by the Company’s wholly owned and affiliated refineries in the Kingdom and the majority of crude oil
used by its international wholly owned and affiliated refineries. In 2018, the Company’s weighted average
ownership percentage in the Company’s international refineries was 58%, but it supplied an average of 68% of
the crude oil used by those refineries. This crude placement provides significant benefits to the Company’s
downstream operations, including a secure and reliable supply of high-quality crude oil, which helps to ensure a
secure and reliable supply of refined products to downstream’s customers.

The Company’s refining operations in the Kingdom, including its domestic affiliates, accounted for 62% of its
net refining capacity in 2018. Together with the local distribution system, this provides the Company unique
access to the large domestic marketplace to which it is the sole supplier. In addition to the local marketplace, the
Company is focussing its downstream investments in areas of high-growth, including China, India and Southeast
Asia, material demand centres, such as the United States, and countries that rely on importing crude oil, such as
Japan and South Korea.

The Company also has an integrated petrochemicals business within its downstream segment, which enables it to
capture incremental margin in the hydrocarbon value chain. The Company’s chemicals business spans from
production of basic chemicals such as aromatics, olefins and polyolefins to more complex products such as
polyols, isocyanates and synthetic rubber. The Company’s chemicals business continues to grow through
capacity expansions in the Kingdom, increasing ownership positions in affiliates and new investments, with an
increase in net and gross chemical production capacity to 16.8 million and 33.2 million tonnes per year,
respectively, as at 31 December 2018. The Company expects the Jazan integrated petrochemical refinery and the
PRefChem integrated refinery and petrochemicals complex to commence operations by the end of 2019, which
will increase the Company’s net chemical production capacity to 20.8 million and gross chemical production
capacity to 40.2 million tonnes per year.

The Company aims to continue growing and optimising the performance of its downstream business. In addition
to continuing to evaluate a number of additional large-scale investment opportunities in high-growth markets
globally, the Company is considering a number of low capital cost initiatives to improve the operational and
financial performance of its downstream assets, including capacity increases, asset upgrades, improvements in
product yield and capturing additional petrochemical integration.

The Company’s downstream segment also includes its crude oil and product sales, distribution and trading
platforms. These platforms support the Company’s upstream and downstream operations by enabling it to
optimise crude sales and product placement through its significant infrastructure network of pipelines and
terminals and access to shipping and logistics resources. The Company also maintains flexibility to respond to
fluctuations in demand through its five crude grades and MSC. This flexibility contributes to the Company’s
ability to meet its customer’s needs and its reputation as one of the most reliable crude oil suppliers, meeting
99.7% and 99.8% of its delivery obligations on time in 2017 and 2018, respectively.

Corporate

The Company’s corporate segment primarily supports the activities of its upstream and downstream segments.
The corporate segment includes technical services that are essential to the success of the Company’s core
activities, including human resources, finance, corporate affairs and legal.

22



Proposed Acquisition of an Equity Interest in SABIC

On 27 March 2019, the Company announced it had entered into a purchase agreement with the PIF to acquire the
PIF’s 70% equity interest in SABIC for total consideration of $69.1 billion. SABIC operates in over 50 countries
and produces ethylene, ethylene glycol, methanol, MTBE, polyethylene and engineering plastics and their
derivatives, among other products. According to its public filings, in 2018 SABIC’s total production was
75.3 million tonnes, including 61.8 million tonnes of petrochemical and specialty products. As at and for the year
ended 31 December 2018, SABIC’s total assets were SAR 320 billion, net income was SAR 32 billion and total
revenue was SAR 169 billion.

The Company believes that purchasing a majority interest in SABIC will advance its strategy to increase the
proportion of petrochemicals production in its downstream portfolio, capture additional value and support the
Company’s downstream growth ambitions. Currently, SABIC’s feedstock consists primarily of methane, ethane
and propane. The Company believes that acquiring an ownership stake in SABIC presents opportunities for
SABIC’s expertise in the chemicals industry to be applied to the Company’s existing and future integrated
downstream facilities with chemicals production capabilities and will support significant expansion of the
Company’s downstream activities. Following the proposed acquisition, SABIC is expected to remain a listed
company on Tadawul.

The purchase price for the acquisition will be paid on the closing date in the form of a cash payment equal to
50% of the purchase price (to be adjusted for certain expenses) and a seller loan in an amount equal to 50% of the
purchase price. The seller loan will be secured by two separate promissory notes issued by the Issuer in favour of
PIF. In accordance with the terms of such promissory notes, the Issuer will pay a loan charge to PIF on the
closing date in the form of a cash payment equal to $500 million and the issuance of two additional promissory
notes in an aggregate principal amount of $500 million.

The seller loan and the balance of the loan charge secured by the promissory notes will become due and payable
as follows:

(i) on or before 31 December 2020, an amount equal to 25% of the purchase price plus a loan charge of
$250 million; and

(i1) on or before 31 December 2021, an amount equal to 25% of the purchase price plus a loan charge of
$250 million.

Each promissory note will be fully transferable and assignable and may be pledged by the PIF. However, if the
PIF receives any offer or commitment of financing which would include a transfer of a promissory note, the
Company may within 30 days of receiving notice of the offer or commitment, notify the PIF of its intent to
purchase all or a portion of the promissory notes to be transferred on the same terms. To the extent the Company
does not elect to purchase the promissory notes to be transferred, the PIF may transfer such promissory notes
during the subsequent 120 day period. The Company currently intends to repay the promissory notes in a phased
manner through cash from operations, external debt financing or a combination thereof.

Closing of the acquisition is subject to customary closing conditions and is currently expected to occur in 2020.
The purchase agreement may be terminated by either party if closing does not occur within 18 months of the date
thereof, subject to an extension of six months in certain circumstances. In addition, either party may terminate the
purchase agreement (with certain exceptions) if the representations and warranties of the other party are not true
and correct or there is a breach by the other party of the agreement and the resulting losses in either case exceed
$3 billion.

Corporate History and Evolution

On 29 May 1933, the Government granted a concession to Socal giving it the right to explore for oil within the
Kingdom’s borders. Later that year, Socal incorporated California Arabian Standard Oil Company CASOC as a
subsidiary to manage the concession. Texaco acquired a 50% interest in CASOC in 1936. CASOC’s first
commercial success came in 1938 at a drill site in Dammam, which quickly began producing more than 1,500
barrels of crude oil per day. In 1944, CASOC was renamed Arabian American Oil Company. In 1948, Standard
Oil Company of New Jersey, which later became Exxon, purchased 30% of Arabian American Oil Company, and
Socony-Vacuum Oil Company, which later became Mobil, purchased 10% to help provide market outlets and
capital for the Kingdom’s hydrocarbon reserves. In 1952, Arabian American Oil Company’s headquarters moved
from New York to Dhahran, and in 1973, the Government acquired an initial 25% participating interest in the
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concession, which increased to 60% in the following year. Arabian American Oil Company continued to grow
and had become the world’s leading oil producer in terms of volume produced in a single year by 1976. Between
1980 and 1981, the Government increased its participation interest in the company’s crude oil concession rights,
production and facilities to 100%. During the 1980s, Arabian American Oil Company increased its production
volumes and expanded its infrastructure with the construction of the East-West pipeline, a 1,200 kilometre
pipeline dedicated to transporting crude oil from Dhahran to Yanbu’ on the Red Sea. In the 1980s and 1990s, the
company established refining and marketing joint ventures in strategic markets around the globe in order to
further expand its market and product offerings.

In 1988, Saudi Arabian Oil Company, also known as Saudi Aramco, was established as a company with limited
liability by virtue of Royal Decree No. M/8, dated 4/4/1409 in the Hijri calendar (corresponding to 13 November
1988), to assume the privileges and rights of Arabian American Oil Company.

In 1993, the Company assumed the assets and operations of Saudi Arabian Marketing and Refining Company
(also known as Samarec), a Government-owned in-Kingdom refining and international product marketing
organisation which included joint ventures with Shell (SASREF) and Mobil, which later became ExxonMobil
(SAMREF). Subsequently, the Company continued to expand its footprint within the Kingdom and
internationally, entering into additional ventures with: DowDuPont (Sadara), Lanxess (ARLANXEOQO), Mobil,
whose share was acquired by Jadwa Industrial Investment Company (Luberef), Petronas (PRefChem), Shell
(Motiva), Sinopec (YASREF), Sumitomo (Petro Rabigh) and Total (SATORP). The Company also recently
acquired full ownership of Motiva (formerly a joint venture with Shell) and ARLANXEO (formerly an associate
in partnership with Lanxess) and increased its ownership stake in S-Oil. The Company’s historical association
with major hydrocarbons companies has provided it with dedicated outlets for its crude oil, technical expertise
and operational and financial discipline.

Business Strategies

e Maintain position as the world’s leading crude oil producer by production volume and the lowest cost
producer while providing reliable crude oil supply to customers

 Further diversify operations to capture value from strategic integration

» Expand gas activities to supply gas in the Kingdom and internationally

Efficiently allocate capital and maintain a prudent and flexible balance sheet

* Expand global recognition of the Company’s brands

Upstream Competitive Strengths
e Unrivalled scale of crude oil and condensate production and conventional proved reserves
* Long reserves life, with long-term track record of low-cost reserves replacement

e Unique ability to capture value through active management of the world’s largest conventional
hydrocarbons reserves base

* Unique operational flexibility to respond to changes in supply and demand

e Multiple crude grades and global crude oil delivery points

» Extensive high-quality gas reserves with exclusive access to the large and growing domestic marketplace
* Crude oil extraction with a low average carbon intensity

* Lowest upstream lifting costs and capital expenditures per barrel of oil equivalent

Downstream Competitive Strengths

e Ability to monetise upstream production into a high-quality external customer base and through a captive
downstream system, with a strong track record of supply reliability

» Largest customer for the Company’s upstream production

* Fourth largest integrated refiner in the world on a net refining capacity basis, supplying high-value products
to the Kingdom and international marketplaces

* Refining scale and complexity and enhanced integration

e World class partners
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Company Competitive Strengths
» Higher operating cash flow, Free Cash Flow and ROACE than each of the Five Major IOCs
* Lower Gearing than each of the Five Major IOCs

* Ability to execute some of the world’s largest upstream and downstream capital projects
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Overview of the Programme

The following general description does not purport to be complete and is qualified in its entirety by the
remainder of this Base Prospectus. Words and expressions defined in “Form of the Notes” or “Terms and
Conditions of Notes” below shall have the same meanings in this general description.

Issuer’s Legal Entity Identifier (LEI): . . .

Description . . . ..

Arrangers and Dealers .............

Dealers ........

Principal Paying Agent, Transfer
Agent and Calculation Agent . .. ...

Registrar . ......

Programme Size

Issuance .......

Forms of Notes . .

Clearing Systems

Saudi Arabian Oil Company.
5586006WD91QHB7J4X50.
Global Medium Term Note Programme.

J.P. Morgan Securities plc and Morgan Stanley & Co. International
plc.

Citigroup Global Market Limited, Goldman Sachs International,
HSBC Bank plc and NCB Capital Company and any other Dealers
appointed in accordance with the Dealer Agreement.

Citibank N.A., London Branch.

Citibank N.A., London Branch.
Citibank Global Markets Europe AG.
The Programme size is unlimited.

Notes will be issued on a syndicated or non-syndicated basis. Notes
will be issued in Series. Each Series may comprise one or more
Tranches issued on different issue dates. The Notes of each Series
will all be subject to identical terms, except that the issue date, issue
price and the amount of the first payment of interest may be different
in respect of different Tranches. The Notes of each Tranche will all be
subject to identical terms in all respects save that a Tranche may
comprise Notes of different denominations.

Each Tranche will be the subject of Final Terms which, for the
purposes of that Tranche only, completes the Conditions of the Notes
and must be read in conjunction with this Base Prospectus. The terms
and conditions applicable to any particular Tranche of Notes are the
Conditions of the Notes as completed by the applicable Final Terms.

See Condition 1 (Form, Denomination and Title) and “Form of Final
Terms”.

Each Series of Notes will be issued in registered form only. The
Rule 144A Notes and the Regulation S Notes will initially be
represented by the Rule 144A Global Note and the Regulation S
Global Note, respectively. The Global Notes will be exchangeable for
Definitive Notes (as defined herein) in the limited circumstances
specified in the Global Notes.

See Condition 1 (Form, Denomination and Title).
Unless otherwise agreed, DTC (in relation to any Rule 144A Notes)

and Clearstream, Luxembourg and Euroclear (in relation to any
Regulation S Notes) and such other clearing system as may be agreed
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Currencies ..........

Status of the Notes . . ..

Issue Price ..........

Maturities .. .........

Redemption .........

Change of Control Put

Specified Denomination

among the Issuer, the Principal Paying Agent, the Trustee and the
relevant Dealer(s).

See “Form of the Notes”.

Notes may be denominated in any currency or currencies, subject to
compliance with all applicable legal and/or regulatory and/or central
bank requirements, as specified in the applicable Final Terms.
Payments in respect of Notes may, subject to such compliance, be
made in, and/or linked to, any currency or currencies other than the
currency in which such Notes are denominated.

See “Form of Final Terms”.

The Notes will constitute direct, general, unconditional and unsecured
obligations of the Issuer which will rank pari passu in right of
payment with all other present and future unsubordinated obligations
of the Issuer, save only for such obligations as may be preferred by
mandatory provisions of applicable law.

See Condition 3 (Status of the Notes).

Notes may be issued on a fully-paid basis and at any price, as
specified in the applicable Final Terms.

See “Form of Final Terms”.

Any maturity, as specified in the applicable Final Terms, subject, in
relation to specific currencies, to compliance with all applicable legal
and/or regulatory and/or central bank requirements.

See Condition 6 (Redemption and Purchase) and “Form of Final
Terms”.

The applicable Final Terms will indicate either that the relevant Notes
cannot be redeemed prior to their stated maturity (other than (i) for
taxation reasons as described in Condition 6.2 (Redemption for tax
reasons) or (ii) following an Event of Default) or that such Notes will
be redeemable at the option of the Issuer and/or the Noteholders
(including, where specified as being applicable in the applicable Final
Terms following the occurrence of a Change of Control Put Event, as
described below) upon giving notice to the Noteholders or the Issuer,
as the case may be, on a date or dates specified in the applicable Final
Terms prior to such stated maturity, and at a price or prices specified
in the applicable Final Terms and on such other terms as may be
agreed between the Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s).

See Condition 6 (Redemption and Purchase) and “Form of Final
Terms”.

If so specified in the applicable Final Terms, on the occurrence of a
Change of Control Put Event, the Noteholders will have the option to

require the Issuer to redeem the Notes.

See Condition 6.6 (Redemption at the option of the Noteholders
(Change of Control Put)).

The Notes will be issued in such denominations as may be agreed
between the Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s) save that (i) the
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Interest ..........

Fixed Rate Notes ..

Floating Rate Notes

minimum denomination of each Note will be such amount as may be
allowed or required from time to time by the relevant central bank (or
equivalent body) or any laws or regulations applicable to the relevant
specified currency and (ii) the minimum denomination of each Note
will be €100,000 (or, if the Notes are denominated in a currency other
than Euro, the equivalent amount in such currency).

For so long as the Notes are represented by a Global Note, and the
relevant clearing system(s) so permit, the Notes shall be tradeable
only in the minimum authorised denomination of €100,000 and
higher integral multiples of any smaller amount specified in the
applicable Final Terms.

Notes (including Notes denominated in sterling) which have a
maturity of less than one year and in respect of which the issue
proceeds are to be accepted by the Issuer in the United Kingdom or
whose issue otherwise constitutes a contravention of Section 19 of the
FSMA will have a minimum denomination of £100,000 (or its
equivalent in another currency).

See Condition 1 (Form, Denomination and Title).

Notes may be interest bearing or non-interest bearing. Interest (if any)
may accrue at a fixed rate or a floating rate.

See Condition 4 (Interest) and “Form of Final Terms”.

Fixed interest will be payable in arrear on such date or dates as may
be agreed between the Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s) and on
redemption and will be calculated on the basis of such Day Count
Fraction as may be agreed between the Issuer and the relevant
Dealer(s).

See Condition 4.1 (Interest on Fixed Rate Notes) and “Form of Final
Terms”.

Floating Rate Notes will bear interest at a rate determined:

(a) on the same basis as the floating rate under a notional interest
rate swap transaction in the relevant Specified Currency
governed by an agreement incorporating the 2006 ISDA
Definitions (as published by the International Swaps and
Derivatives Association, Inc., and as amended and updated as at
the Issue Date of the first Tranche of the Notes of the relevant
Series);

(b) on the basis of a reference rate (LIBOR or EURIBOR) appearing
on the agreed screen page of a commercial quotation service; or

(c) on such other basis as may be agreed between the Issuer and the
relevant Dealer(s).

The margin (if any) relating to such floating rate will be agreed
between the Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s) for each Series of

Floating Rate Notes.

Floating Rate Notes may also have a maximum interest rate, a
minimum interest rate or both.
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Zero Coupon Notes ................

Negative Pledge

Cross Default . .

Taxation . ... ..

Ratings .......

Governing Law

Interest on Floating Rate Notes in respect of each Interest Period, as
agreed prior to issue by the Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s), will be
payable on such Interest Payment Dates, and will be calculated on the
basis of such Day Count Fraction, as may be agreed between the
Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s).

See Condition 4.2 (Interest on Floating Rate Notes) and “Form of
Final Terms”.

Zero Coupon Notes will be offered and sold at a discount to their
nominal amount and will not bear interest.

The Notes contain no negative pledge.
The Notes contain no cross default.

All payments in respect of Notes will be made free and clear of
withholding taxes of the Kingdom and other Relevant Tax
Jurisdictions (as defined in Condition 7 (Taxation) unless the
withholding is required by law. In that event, the Issuer will (subject
as provided in Condition 7) pay such additional amounts as will result
in the Noteholders receiving such amounts as they would have
received in respect of such Notes had no such withholding been
required.

See “Taxation™.

In the event that any taxes, duties, assessments or governmental
charges are imposed, levied, collected, withheld or assessed by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia or any other Relevant Jurisdictions on
payments of principal and interest in respect of the Notes, the Issuer
will, subject to certain exceptions and limitations, pay such additional
amounts to the holder of any Note as will result in receipt by the
Noteholders of such amounts as would have been received by them if
no such withholding or deduction on account of any such taxes had
been required.

See Condition 7 (Taxation).

Generally, Notes may be acquired and held by employee benefit plans
and other plans that are subject to ERISA (as defined below) or
Section 4975 of the Code (as defined below) and by other employee
benefit plans, subject to certain restrictions. Purchasers, transferees
and holders of Notes will be deemed to have given certain assurances
regarding ERISA and Section 4975 of the Code.

Tranches of Notes may be rated or unrated. Where a Tranche of Notes
is to be rated, such rating will be specified in the applicable Final
Terms.

A rating is not a recommendation to buy, sell or hold securities and
may be subject to suspension, reduction or withdrawal at any time by
the assigning rating agency.

English law.

See Condition 17.1 (Governing Law).
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Listing . . ...

Selling Restrictions ................

Risk Factors

Application has been made for Notes issued under the Programme to
be admitted to the Official List and to be admitted to trading on the
Regulated Market. This Base Prospectus and any supplement will
only be valid for listing Notes on the Official List and admitting
Notes to trading on the Regulated Market in respect of Notes having a
denomination of at least €100,000 (or its equivalent in any other
currency as at the date of issue of the Notes) during a period of
12 months from the date of this Base Prospectus.

The offering and sale of Notes is subject to applicable laws and
regulation, including, without limitation, those of the United States,
Canada, the FEuropean Economic Area, the United Kingdom,
Switzerland, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom of Bahrain,
the State of Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates (excluding the Dubai
International Financial Centre), the Dubai International Financial
Centre, Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, Singapore, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Brunei and the People’s Republic of China. See
“Subscription and Sale”.

Investing in the Notes involves a high degree of risk.

See “Risk Factors”.
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USE OF PROCEEDS

The net proceeds from each issue of Notes will be used by the Company for general corporate purposes or for
any other purpose specified in the Final Terms for a Series of Notes.
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CAPITALISATION

The table below sets forth the Company’s cash and cash equivalents and capitalisation as at 31 December 2018.
Prospective investors should read this table in conjunction with “Selected Consolidated Financial Information”,
“Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition” and the Financial

Statements.
2018 2018
SAR U.S.$
(in millions)
Cash and cash equivalents® . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 183,152 48,841
Current borrowings . . ... 29,989 7,997
Non-current borrowings ... ......... ... i e 71,329 19,021
Total equity:
Share capital . . ... ..o 60,000 16,000
Additional paid-in capital . . ... . 26,981 7,195
Retained earnings
Unappropriated . . .. ...o o e 920,625 245,500
ApPpPropriated . . . ... 6,000 1,600
Ot TESEIVES .« . o oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e 3,176 847
1,016,782 271,142
Non-controlling INETESS . . . ..o\ttt ettt e e 11,653 3,107
Total equity (D) . ... 1,028,435 274,249
Total capitalisation® .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... 1,129,753 301,267

(1) On 14 March 2019, the Company’s Board approved a dividend to the Government of SAR 123.75 billion ($33.0 billion).
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SELECTED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL INFORMATION

The financial information of the Company set forth below as at and for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017
and 2018 has been derived from, should be read in conjunction with, and is qualified in its entirety by the
Financial Statements contained elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.

Prospective investors should read the selected financial information in conjunction with the information
presented under the headings “Risk Factors” and “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of
Operations and Financial Condition” and the Financial Statements and other financial data included elsewhere
in this Base Prospectus.

Consolidated Statement of Income Data

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions)

Revenue® . . ... . .. . 504,596  835,983@ 1,182,137 315,236
Other income related tosales® . . .......................... — 150,176 152,641 40,704
Revenue and other income related tosales ................ 504,596 986,159 1,334,778 355,940
Production royalties and excise and other taxes®® ............. —  (136,393)® (208,505) (55,601)
Purchases .......... ... .. (53,231) (120,398)® (188,937) (50,383)
Producing and manufacturing .. .......... .. ... ... . ... (48,369) (64,045)@® (56,202) (14,987)
Selling, administrative and general ........................ (37,051) (29,606)® (31,250) (8,333)
Exploration . ...........o .t (11,087) (13,725) (7,928) (2,114)
Research and development .. ........... ... ... ... ....... (1,897) (1,902) (2,217) 591)
Depreciation and amortisation . ........................... (33,615) (36,894) (41,334)  (11,023)
Impairments® . ... ... (13,646) (281) — —
Operating costs ................ ... iiiiiiiennnnn... (198,896) (403,244)® (536,373) (143,032)
Operating iNCoOME . . .« . v vv ettt et e 305,700 582,915 798,405 212,908
Share of results from joint ventures and associates ............ (979) (956) (1,415) (377)
Finance and otherincome ........... ... ... .. . . .. 1,609 1,569 3,865 1,030
Finance CoSts . . ...ttt (1,354) (2,090) (2,959) (789)
Income before income taxes .. ..., 304,976 581,438 797,896 212,772
Income taxes® . ..... ... ... ... (255,255) (296,819) (381,378) (101,701)
Netincome . ............... . .. ... 49,721 284,619 416,518 111,071
Net income attributable to:

Government’s eqUity .. .........iuiii i 48,349 283,198 416,196 110,985

Non-controlling interests . .............c..couvuinenon.. 1,372 1,421 322 86

49,721 284,619 416,518 111,071

(1) Prior to 2017, royalties payable to the Government were accounted for as a deduction from revenue. With effect from 1 January 2017,
royalties attributable to the production of crude oil and condensate, natural gas and NGLs are accounted for as an expense, rather than a
deduction from revenue. See “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors
Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes—Royalties” and “Business—
Relationship with the Kingdom—The Concession”.

(2) The Company adopted IFRS 15 effective for annual reporting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2018. As a result, in the
preparation of its 2018 Financial Statements, the Company reclassified certain 2017 results that appear in the 2017 comparative column
of the 2018 Financial Statements. See page F-11.

(3) The Company sells certain hydrocarbons within the Kingdom at regulated prices mandated by the Government. From 1 January 2017,
the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company for revenues directly foregone as a result of the
Company’s compliance with the Government mandates related to crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline. See
“Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes—Price Equalisation”.

(4) Purchases, producing and manufacturing costs and selling, administrative and general costs for 2017 do not reflect reclassification of
SAR 1.4 billion of producing and manufacturing costs reclassified to selling, administrative and general expenses and SAR 5.7 billion of
producing and manufacturing costs reclassified to purchases that were made to the 2017 comparative amounts reflected in the 2018
Financial Statements. The Company estimates that a similar reclassification of producing and manufacturing costs to purchases would
have been made for 2016. See page F-11.

(5) The Company recognised an impairment of SAR 13,646 million for the year ended 31 December 2016 related to a petrochemical
refinery under construction and two existing domestic refineries.

(6) Asat 1 January 2017, the income tax rate applicable to Saudi Arabian Oil Company was reduced from 85% to 50%, except that effective
from 1 January 2018, a 20% rate applies to Saudi Arabian Oil Company’s taxable income related to certain natural gas activities. See
“Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”.
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Consolidated Balance Sheet Data

As at 31 December

2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions)

Cash and cashequivalents .. ........ ... ... ... .. .. ... .. 48,075 81,242 183,152 48,841M
Property, plant and equipment ........... .. .. ... . . ... 635,366 751,134 873,827 233,021
Total assets .. ..ot 940,703 1,102,553 1,346,168 358,978
Total BOITOWINGS . .« .o v ettt 52,459 77,598 101,318 27,018
Total liabilities ... ......... ... 205,357 276,239 317,733 84,729
Total eqQUILY . ..ottt 735,346 826,314 1,028,435 274,249

(1) On 14 March 2019, the Company’s Board approved a dividend to the Government of SAR 123.75 billion ($33.0 billion).

Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows Data

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$

(in millions)

Net cash provided by/(used in):

Operating activities . .. .. .....uuvuite e 109,411 333,607 453,701 120,987
Investing activities ... .........c.iuiunii i (116,900) (118,629) (131,205) (34,988)
Financing activities . ... ..........ouuuniinennn . 2,021 (181,811) (220,586) (58,823)
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ALTERNATIVE PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Prospective investors should read the below information in conjunction with the information presented under the
headings “Risk Factors”, “Selected Consolidated Financial Information” and “Management’s Discussion and
Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition” and the Financial Statements and other financial
data included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.

The Company supplements its use of IFRS financial measures with non-IFRS financial measures, including Free
Cash Flow, Gearing, ROACE, EBIT and EBITDA. These non-IFRS financial measures do not have a
standardised meaning and other companies may calculate them differently. Therefore, the Company’s non-IFRS
financial measures may not be comparable to similarly titled measures presented by other companies and should
not be relied upon to the exclusion of IFRS financial measures. The Company believes that the historical
non-IFRS measures are useful as an additional tool to help management and investors make informed decisions
about the Company’s financial and operating performance or liquidity.

As at 1 January 2017, the income tax rate applicable to Saudi Arabian Oil Company was reduced from 85% to
50%. Effective from 1 January 2018, a 20% tax rate applies to Saudi Arabian Oil Company’s taxable income
related to certain natural gas activities. In addition, the Company sells certain hydrocarbons within the Kingdom
at regulated prices mandated by the Government. As at 1 January 2017, the Government implemented an
equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company for revenue directly foregone as a result of the Company’s
compliance with the mandates related to crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline. These changes
impact net income, net cash provided by operating activities and cash and cash equivalents, and therefore impact
the Company’s non-IFRS financial measures. As a result, the Company’s non-IFRS measures for the years ended
31 December 2017 and 2018 are not directly comparable to such non-IFRS measures for the year ended 31
December 2016. See “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial
Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime
Changes”.

Free Cash Flow

The Company uses Free Cash Flow to evaluate the Company’s cash available for financing activities, including
dividend payments. The Company defines Free Cash Flow as net cash provided by operating activities less
capital expenditures.

The following table sets forth the Company’s Free Cash Flow for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and
2018:

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions)
Net cash provided by operating activities® .............. ... ... 109,411 333,607 453,701 120,987
Capital expenditures .. ..........oiiniriinneninnnnennan. (103,346) (121,955) (131,766) (35,138)
Free CashFlow ......... ... ... .. . ... ... . ... ... ... ...... 6,065 211,652 321,935 85,849

(1) Includes settlement of income and other taxes in 2017 and 2018. See Note 23(a) (Settlement Transactions) to the 2018 Financial
Statements.
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Gearing

Gearing is a measure of the degree to which the Company’s operations are financed by debt. The Company
defines Gearing as the ratio of net debt (total borrowings less cash and cash equivalents) to net debt plus total
equity. Management believes that Gearing is widely used by analysts and investors in the oil and gas industry to
indicate a company’s financial health and flexibility.

The following table sets forth the Company’s Gearing for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018:

Year Ended 31 December

2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions, except percentages)

Current bOITOWINGS . .. oottt e e 8,982 8,906 29,989 7,997
Non-current bOrrowings . ... ...t 43,477 68,692 71,329 19,021
Total borrowings ............. .. .. .. .. ... .. 52,459 77,598 101,318 27,018
Cash and cash equivalents ............. .. ... .. ... (48,075) (81,242) (183,152) (48,841)
Net debt/(cash) 4,384 3,644) (81,834) (21,823)
Netdebt/(cash) .......... . . .. . . 4,384 (3,644)  (81,834) (21,823)
Total eqQUILY . . ..ot 735,346 826,314 1,028,435 274,249
Total capital ......... ... ... .. ... ... . . . . 739,730 822,670 946,601 252,426
Gearing . ........ ... 0.6 % 0.4) % 8.60)% (8.6)%

Return on Average Capital Employed

ROACE measures the efficiency of the Company’s utilisation of capital. The Company defines ROACE as net
income before finance costs, net of tax, for a period as a percentage of average capital employed during that
period. Average capital employed is the average of the Company’s total borrowings plus total equity at the
beginning and end of the applicable period. The Company utilises ROACE to evaluate management’s
performance and demonstrate to its shareholder that capital has been used effectively.

The following table sets forth the Company’s ROACE for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018:

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions, except percentages)

NEtINCOME . ..ottt e e e e 49,721 284,619 416,518 111,071
Finance costs, net of tax . .......... .ttt 203 1,045 1,480 395
Net income before finance costs, netoftax ................... 49,924 285,664 417,998 111,466
As at 1 January:
Current bOITOWINGS . .. oottt e 6,934 8,982 8,906 2,375
Non-current bOrrowings . ... ...t 30,431 43,477 68,692 18,318
Total eqQUILY . . ..ottt 698,446 735,346 826,314 220,350
Capital employed . .......... . 735,811 787,805 903,912 241,043
As at 31 December:
Current BOITOWINGS .« oo vttt et e 8,982 8,906 29,989 7,997
Non-current borrowings . ..., 43,477 68,692 71,329 19,021
Total eqUIty .. ..ot 735,346 826,314 1,028,435 274,249
Capital employed . ....... ... .. 787,805 903,912 1,129,753 301,267
Average capital employed ................. ... ... .. .. ..... 761,808 845,859 1,016,833 271,155
ROACE . ... 6.6% 33.8% 411% 41.1%
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EBIT and EBITDA

The Company defines EBIT as net income plus finance costs and income taxes, less finance income. The
Company defines EBITDA as EBIT, plus depreciation and amortisation and impairments. The Company believes
EBIT and EBITDA provide useful information regarding its financial performance to analysts and investors.

The following table sets forth the Company’s EBIT and EBITDA for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017
and 2018:

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions)

NEtINCOME ..ottt e e e e 49,721 284,619 416,518 111,071
Finance inCOme . . ... ... i (833) (1,179) (2,840) (757)
FInance CoStS . ..ot 1,354 2,090 2,959 789
InCome taxXes . ...ttt e 255,255 296,819 381,378 101,701
EBIT . ... 305,497 582,349 798,015 212,804
Depreciation and amortisation . .................. ... 33,615 36,894 41,334 11,023
Impairments . ... ... 13,646 281 — —
EBITDA ... 352,758 619,524 839,349 223,827
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS OF
RESULTS OF OPERATIONS AND FINANCIAL CONDITION

The following management’s discussion and analysis of the Company’s results of operations and financial
condition should be read in conjunction with the information presented under the heading “Selected
Consolidated Financial Information” and the Financial Statements, included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.
This management’s discussion and analysis contains forward-looking statements, which involve risks and
uncertainties. See “Forward-Looking Statements”. The Company’s future actual results could differ materially
from those anticipated in the forward looking statements contained herein for several reasons, including those
presented under the heading “Risk Factors” and elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.

Overview

The Company is the world’s largest integrated oil and gas company. In 2018, the Company produced
13.6 million barrels per day of oil equivalent, including 10.3 million barrels per day of crude oil (including
blended condensate). The Company’s crude oil production accounted for approximately one in every eight
barrels of crude oil produced globally from 2016 to 2018. As at 31 December 2017, the Company’s proved
liquids reserves were more than five times the combined proved liquids reserves of the Five Major IOCs. In
addition, the Company’s net refining capacity as at 31 December 2017 made it the fourth largest integrated
refiner in the world based on a comparison with third party refining capacity data provided by the Industry
Consultant. As at 31 December 2018, the Company had a gross refining capacity of 4.9 million barrels per day
and net refining capacity of 3.1 million barrels per day. The Company expects the Jazan integrated petrochemical
refinery and the PRefChem integrated refinery and petrochemicals complex to commence operations by the end
of 2019, which will increase the Company’s gross refining capacity to 5.6 million barrels per day and net refining
capacity to 3.7 million barrels per day. The Company is focussed on maintaining its pre-eminent upstream
position and continued strategic integration of its downstream operations to secure demand for its crude oil and
to capture value across the hydrocarbon chain.

The Company’s upstream operations are based in the Kingdom and it also operates a global downstream
business. Its primary business segments are the upstream segment and the downstream segment, which are
supported by the corporate segment.

The majority of the Company’s revenues have historically been derived from its upstream segment. The
following table highlights the Company’s revenue and other income related to sales for each of its business
segments for each of the years ended December 31, 2016, 2017 and 2018, excluding inter-segment revenue.

Year Ended 31 December Increase
2016 2017 2018 2018 2016-2017 2017-2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$

(in millions, except percentages)
Revenue and other
income related to sales:

Upstream® .......... 360,963 72% 603,252 61% 813,422 61% 216913 61% 67% 35%
Downstream ......... 142,550 28% 381,697 39% 520,027 39% 138,673 39% 168% 36%
Corporate . ........... 1,083 —% 1,210 —% 1,329 —% 354 —%  12% 10%
Total® .. ... ........... 504,596 100% 986,159 100% 1,334,778 100% 355,940 100% 95 % 35%

(1) Prior to 2017, royalties payable to the Government were accounted for as a deduction from revenue. With effect from 1 January 2017,
royalties attributable to the production of crude oil and condensate, natural gas and NGLs are accounted for as an expense, rather than as
a deduction from revenue. In 2016, the Company deducted from its revenue SAR 101.3 billion of royalties payable to the Government.
See “—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes” and “Material
Agreements—The Concession”.

In addition, certain of the Company’s downstream products sold in the Kingdom are sold at regulated prices
mandated by the Government. The regulated prices often have been lower than the prices at which the Company
could otherwise have sold such refined products. As a result, prior to 2017, the downstream business incurred
losses in its operations. As at 1 January 2017, the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to
compensate the Company for revenue directly foregone as a result of compliance with the mandates related to
crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline, with equalisation compensation recorded as other income
related to sales. Notwithstanding this equalisation compensation, the Company expects that its upstream business
will continue to constitute a substantial majority of its net income.
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However, the Company believes that diversifying its operations and capturing value across the hydrocarbon
chain will expand its sources of earnings and reduce exposure to the volatility of crude oil prices. Accordingly,
the Company is focussed on increasing the strategic integration of its upstream and downstream businesses,
creating an integrated global downstream refining and chemicals business and enhancing its domestic and global
marketing businesses. The integration of the Company’s upstream and downstream segments provides a unique
opportunity for the Company to secure crude oil demand by selling to its captive system of domestic and
international wholly owned and affiliated refineries. In addition to its recent expansions of its downstream
operations, the Company expects to complete the acquisition of an approximately 70% equity interest in SABIC
by early 2020. As a result, the Company expects that the downstream segment will constitute a larger component
of the Company’s business in the future. See “—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and
Financial Condition—Investments and Acquisitions in Expansion of Downstream Segment”. At the same time,
the Company intends to maintain its position as the world’s leading crude oil producer by production volume to
supply its customers, including its growing downstream operations, and expects the upstream segment to
continue to be the primary contributor to the Company’s total revenues, net income and cash flow.

Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition

The following is a discussion of the most significant factors that have affected, or are expected to affect, the
Company’s results of operations and financial condition.

Supply, Demand and Price for Hydrocarbons

The Company’s upstream segment results of operations are driven primarily by its sales of crude oil, condensate
and NGLs and depend on global demand and prices for these products. Sales of crude oil are the largest
component of the Company’s consolidated revenue and other income related to sales, accounting for 86.4%,
56.7% and 56.4% of its consolidated revenue and other income related to sales for the years ended 31 December
2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively. Accordingly, the Company’s results of operations and cash flow are
significantly impacted by the price at which it is able to sell crude oil.

International crude oil prices have fluctuated significantly in the past and may remain volatile. Crude oil prices
witnessed a significant decline between mid-2014 and early 2016, with Brent prices declining from a monthly
average of $112.0 per barrel in June 2014 to a monthly average of $31.9 per barrel in January 2016. Since
January 2016, Brent prices fluctuated from a monthly average low of $31.9 per barrel in January 2016 to a
monthly average high of $80.6 per barrel in October 2018. Most recently, Brent prices fell to a monthly average
of $57.7 in December 2018 and subsequently increased, to a monthly average of $64.4 in February 2019. See
“Industry Overview—Liquids Supply—Demand Balance”. The price of crude oil significantly impacts the
upstream segment’s results of operations and is linked to the Company’s formulas to determine selling prices.
Factors affecting the market price for crude oil, condensate and NGLs include, but are not limited to:

* market expectations with respect to future supply of petroleum and petroleum products, demand and price
changes, including future demand for petroleum products in Asia, which accounted for 36% of global
refined product demand in 2018 and is expected to account for approximately 39% of global refined product
demand in 2030 according to the Industry Consultant;

 global economic and political conditions and geopolitical events, including any that impact international
trade (including trade routes);

* decisions regarding production levels by the Kingdom or other producing states (the Kingdom is a member
country of OPEC and is represented at OPEC meetings by the Minister of MEIM, who is also the Chairman
of the Company’s Board of Directors (see “Business—Relationship with the Kingdom”));

 the development of new crude oil exploration, production and transportation methods or technological
advancements in existing methods, including hydraulic fracturing or “fracking”;

e capital investments of oil and gas companies relating to the exploration, development and production of
crude oil reserves;

¢ the impact of climate change on the demand for, and price of, hydrocarbons (see “Risk Factors Relating to
the Company’s Industry and Regulatory Environment—Climate change concerns and impacts could reduce
global demand for hydrocarbons and hydrocarbon-based products and could cause the Company to incur
significant costs or invest significant additional capital’);

e changes to environmental or other regulations or laws applicable to crude oil and related products or the
energy industry (see “Risk Factors Relating to the Company’s Industry and Regulatory Environment—The
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Company’s operations are subject to extensive environmental protection, health and safety laws and
regulations”);

* prices of alternative energies, including renewable energy;

e the electrification of transportation, technological developments in the cost and/or endurance of fuel cells
for electric vehicles and changes in transportation-mode preferences, including ride-sharing;

» weather conditions affecting supply and demand;
e fluctuations in the value of the U.S. Dollar, the currency in which crude oil is priced globally; and
* trading activities in the crude oil commodities market.

Crude oil is also a major component of the cost of production of refined products and chemicals that use
hydrocarbons as a feedstock. However, because market prices for refined products and chemicals may not timely
adjust to reflect movements in crude oil prices, such movements could, in the short term, positively or negatively
impact margins for downstream products that use hydrocarbons as a feedstock. The prices for refined products
and chemicals are also impacted by changes in supply and demand and economic cycles.

In the Kingdom, the Government regulates the oil and gas industry and establishes the Kingdom’s maximum
level of hydrocarbon production in the exercise of its sovereign prerogative. Accordingly, the Government may
in its sole discretion increase or decrease the Kingdom’s maximum hydrocarbon production at any time based on
its strategic energy security goals or for any other reason. Therefore, the Company’s results of operations may
depend in part on sovereign decisions with respect to production levels that are made by the Government.

In addition, the Concession requires the Company to meet domestic demand for certain hydrocarbons, petroleum
products and LPG. See “Material Agreements—The Concession”. Due to this requirement, the Company’s
downstream product mix includes a high proportion of low margin refined products, such as fuel oil, in order to
satisfy domestic demand for such products. As domestic demand for hydrocarbon products grows and new
dedicated outlets for crude oil production in the Company’s downstream segment become operational, such as
the 400,000 barrel per day Jazan refinery and planned capacity increases at SATORP and YASREF, volumes of
crude oil available for export may decrease.

The supply, demand and price for hydrocarbon products also affects the results of operations of Aramco Trading
Company, the Company’s in-house trading business, which trades internationally and delivers the Company’s
refined products to customers outside the Kingdom using spot chartered and time chartered vessels.

Upstream Liquids Sales

Almost all of the crude oil that the Company produces in a given year is sold within that year. The Company sells
crude oil to its downstream wholly owned and affiliated refineries under long-term sales or offtake agreements.
The Company’s crude oil sales agreements with its third party customers generally have a term of one year and
are automatically renewed if not terminated. These agreements are typically for a specified volume and grade of
crude oil at a price based on a formula that reflects the market prices in the relevant geographical region in which
the oil will be delivered. The pricing formulas use “marker crudes” in each geographical region to determine a
market-based price. The formulas also include price differentials for each grade in each region, which are set by
the Company on a monthly basis, and reflect crude oil quality differences vis-a-vis the marker crude and other
factors, such as the value of competing crudes, in-transit losses, freight allowances and other commercial
considerations. These formula prices are also used for sales of the Company’s crude oil to its in-Kingdom and
international wholly owned and affiliated refineries. As a result, because the Company’s crude oil prices are tied
to global crude oil market prices, the Company’s results of operations for any given period will reflect volatility
in those prices. See “Business—Operating Segments—Upstream—Crude Oil and Condensate—Sales and
Marketing”.

In 2018, 38% of the Company’s crude oil production volumes were sold to its downstream refining system. The
Company maintains seven international offices as part of the Company’s crude oil sales and marketing function.
In anticipation of expected growth in oil demand from Asia, the Company is focussed on crude oil exports to
Asia. In 2016, 2017 and 2018, customers in Asia, including the Company’s affiliated refineries located in Asia,
purchased 69%, 71% and 71%, respectively, of the Company’s crude exports.
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The following table highlights the destinations of the Company’s crude oil deliveries for each of the years ended
31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018
(in thousand barrels per day)

Region:

Asia (ex-Kingdom) . . ..o e 5,170 5,073 5,211
North AMEriCa . ... oo e 1,176 1,005 1,013
BUrope .o 871 779 864
OtheT . oot 246 243 240
Total international deliveries®™ .......................................... 7,463 7,099 7,328
Deliveries to domestic joint ventures and joint operations at unregulated prices . . . .. 1,793 1,902 1,860
Local deliveries at regulated prices . ............c.o.uuiiniininiinnenennen .. 498 459 410
Deliveries to domestic wholly owned refineries .............. ... ... .. ... .... 739 704 707
Total in-Kingdom deliveries®™ . ........... ... ... ... .. ... ... .. oo, 3,030 3,065 2,977
0SS D) 9 8 10
Change in crude oil INVENtOTY ... ..ottt e 59 (92) 0
Total crude oil production®® . .. . ... .. . . 10,561 10,080 10,315

(1) Includes condensate blended with crude oil of 116 mbpd, 121 mbpd and 125 mbpd for the year ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and
2018, respectively.

(2) Primarily accounts for differences in volumes measured upon loading and unloading of crude oil shipments.

(3) Production does not include the Kingdom of Bahrain’s entitlement to volumes produced from Abu Sa’fah, which was 154 mbpd, 153
mbpd and 152 mbpd for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively.

Upstream Gas Sales

By law, the Company is the exclusive supplier of natural gas in the Kingdom and all natural gas produced by the
Company is sold in-Kingdom. From 2003 to 2018, the Company significantly expanded its gas processing
capacity from 9.3 billion standard cubic feet per day to 15.5 billion standard cubic feet per day. The Company
intends to continue to expand its capacity over the next few years to meet domestic demand for low-cost clean
energy and swing production capacity in the peak summer season. According to the Industry Consultant, the
Kingdom’s demand for natural gas is expected to grow at an average rate of 3.7% annually from 9.1 billion cubic
feet per day in 2017 to 14.6 billion cubic feet per day in 2030. The Company expects that the Kingdom will
increasingly rely on natural gas as a feedstock for its power generation facilities, reducing the amount of crude
oil volumes used by power generators. This displacement of crude oil by gas used domestically is expected to
increase crude oil volumes available for export. The Company is pursuing investment and joint venture
opportunities outside the Kingdom in natural gas and LNG projects and may pursue additional opportunities
elsewhere in the near future. In addition, the Company expects demand for natural gas to be driven by
petrochemical production and other industrial consumption.

The Company sells natural gas within the Kingdom at regulated prices mandated by the Government and is
obligated under the Concession to meet domestic gas demand through either domestic production or imports.
Effective 27 March 2018, the Government implemented a mechanism under which regulations passed by the
Council of Ministers empower MEIM, in agreement with the Ministry of Finance, to enable the Company to
receive a commercial rate of return suitable for the development and exploitation of the gas resources of the
Kingdom. See “—Fiscal Regime Changes”.

In-Kingdom Downstream Product Sales

The Company’s downstream products sold to the domestic marketplace through domestic sales agreements
include gasoline, diesel, fuel oil, LPG, asphalt, kerosene, naphtha and jet fuels. Sales agreements generally have a
term of one year, except for sales agreements with customers in the utility and aviation sectors which generally
have a longer term. Typically, these agreements are automatically renewed if not terminated. In the Kingdom,
gasoline, diesel, fuel oil, LPG, asphalt and kerosene are sold at regulated prices mandated by the Government.
The regulated prices often have been lower than the prices at which the Company could otherwise have sold such
refined products. As a result, prior to 2017, the downstream business performed at an overall net loss. As at
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1 January 2017, the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company for
revenue directly foregone as a result of compliance with the mandates related to crude oil, kerosene, diesel,
heavy fuel oil and gasoline, with equalisation compensation recorded as other income related to sales. See
“—Fiscal Regime Changes”. For sales of downstream products that are not subject to Government pricing
mandates, prices are based on unregulated prices for the relevant product and are updated on a weekly or monthly
basis, depending on the product.

Investments and Acquisitions in Expansion of Downstream Segment

The downstream segment’s activities consist primarily of refining and petrochemical manufacturing and supply,
trading and marketing operations. A significant portion of the downstream business is conducted through
affiliates. The Company has expanded its downstream operations by undertaking expansion projects at its
existing downstream facilities and increasing control in existing downstream investments, as well as entering
new downstream ventures and acquiring new downstream assets.

The integration of the Company’s upstream and downstream segments provides a unique opportunity for the
Company to secure crude oil demand by selling to its captive system of domestic and international wholly owned
and affiliated refineries. For the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018, downstream consumed 36%,
39% and 38% of its upstream’s total crude oil production in those periods, making the Company’s downstream
business the largest single customer of its upstream business in those years.

The Company has undertaken significant expansion projects at its downstream facilities. The Company’s capital
expenditures in its downstream segment were SAR 30,971 million in 2016, SAR 35,569 million in 2017 and
SAR 32,677 million ($8,714 million) in 2018. Expansion of the downstream segment’s refining capacity
increases the Company’s ability to place more of its crude oil volumes with its downstream operations globally,
including the PRefChem integrated refinery and petrochemicals complex in Johor, Malaysia which is expected to
commence operations in 2019. As the Company’s refining capacity at its dedicated outlets for its crude oil
increases, the Company expects to deliver more crude oil volumes to these customers. The Company believes an
integrated global downstream business, coupled with future downstream investments, will facilitate the
placement of the Company’s crude oil in larger offtake volumes in assets designed specifically to economically
process Arabian crude oil, allow it to capture additional value across the hydrocarbon chain, expand its sources of
earnings and provide resilience to market volatility. The Company intends to continue to expand its downstream
business, including through acquisitions, affiliates and international investments.

Completion of Motiva Transaction

From 2002 until 1 May 2017, Motiva was a joint venture between the Company and affiliates of Shell. On 1 May
2017, the Company completed a transaction to separate the assets, liabilities and businesses of its former Motiva
joint venture with Shell and transferred assets and liabilities retained by the Company to its wholly owned
subsidiary (Motiva), which led to the portion of the Motiva business that was transferred to the Company being
consolidated into the Company’s financial statements from 1 May 2017 instead of being accounted for using the
equity method, as was the case for the Company’s interest in the prior Motiva joint venture for prior periods. See
Note 30(a)(i) to the 2017 Financial Statements and Note 31(c)(ii) to the 2018 Financial Statements.
Consolidation of Motiva significantly impacted the Company’s results of operations as at and for the year ended
31 December 2017, particularly resulting in:

 an increase of the Company’s revenue, purchases, producing and manufacturing costs, depreciation and
amortisation, finance costs, non-current borrowings, trade and other payables, deferred income tax liabilities
and property, plant and equipment; and

* a decrease of the Company’s share of results from joint ventures and associates and investment in joint
ventures and associates.

Expected Purchase of Equity Interest in SABIC

On 27 March 2019, the Company announced it had entered into a purchase agreement with the PIF to acquire the
PIF’s 70% equity interest in SABIC for total consideration of $69.1 billion. SABIC operates in over 50 countries
and produces ethylene, ethylene glycol, methanol, MTBE, polyethylene and engineering plastics and their
derivatives, among other products. The Company intends to fund its investment in SABIC from a combination of
cash on hand and seller financing in the form of promissory notes. The Company currently intends to repay the
promissory notes in a phased manner through cash from operations, external debt financing or a combination
thereof. Following the proposed acquisition, SABIC will remain a listed company on Tadawul. Closing of the
acquisition is subject to customary closing conditions and is currently expected to occur in 2020.
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The Company expects that the acquisition of a majority stake in SABIC will support significant expansion of the
Company’s downstream activities, particularly in its chemicals business. See “Overview—Overview of the
Company—~Proposed Acquisition of Equity Interest in SABIC”.

The completion of the acquisition is expected to result in the Company consolidating SABIC into its financial
statements from 2020 and therefore will have an impact on the Company’s financial condition and results of
operations as at and for the year ended 31 December 2020 compared to prior periods.

Fiscal Regime Changes

Effective 1 January 2017, the Government adopted a number of changes to the fiscal regime under which the
Company operates. Among other things, these changes align the fiscal regime to which the Company and other
domestic hydrocarbon producers are subject to tax and royalty rates that are customary in other hydrocarbon
producing jurisdictions. Below is a summary of these changes and their impact on the Company.

 Income tax rate. The Company and its interests in in-Kingdom entities are subject to the Kingdom’s Income
Tax Law. The Kingdom’s Income Tax Law includes a new multi-tiered structure of income tax rates for
authorised producers of hydrocarbons, which are based on the amount of in-Kingdom capital investments
(with the income tax rate decreasing as the level of in-Kingdom capital investment increases). Under this
new structure, effective 1 January 2017, the income tax rate applicable to Saudi Arabian Oil Company
decreased from 85% to 50%. In addition, effective from 1 January 2018, a 20% rate applies to Saudi
Arabian Oil Company’s taxable income related to the exploration and production of non-associated natural
gas (including gas condensates) as well as the collection, treatment, processing and transportation of
associated and non-associated natural gas and their liquids, gas condensates and other associated elements.
Further, under the Kingdom’s Income Tax Law, Saudi Arabian Oil Company’s interests in in-Kingdom
subsidiaries are generally subject to a 20% tax rate, unless such subsidiary is engaged in the production of
oil and its associated hydrocarbon products in which case the 50% to 85% multi-tiered structure of income
tax rates applies, except that a 20% rate would apply to such subsidiary’s taxable income related to certain
natural gas activities as described above.

* Royalties. Prior to 1 January 2017, royalties were assessed primarily on crude oil and refined products and
were calculated based on sales of the relevant product, with recognition of royalty expenses occurring at the
time of sale and deducted from revenue in the Company’s consolidated statement of income.

From 1 January 2017, royalties are payable on crude oil and condensate, natural gas, ethane and NGLs and
are based on their production value. See “Material Agreements—The Concession”. Accordingly, the amount
of royalties payable is recognised as an expense at the time of production and in the Company’s statement of
income as “production royalties”.

Crude oil and condensate production value is based each month on the Company’s official selling prices for
each destination market. The effective royalty rate is determined based on a baseline marginal rate of 20%
applied to Brent prices up to $70 per barrel, increasing to 40% applied to Brent prices above $70 per barrel
and 50% applied to Brent prices above $100 per barrel. Pursuant to MEIM’s authority under the
Concession, on 25 February 2018, MEIM exempted Saudi Arabian Oil Company from royalties on
condensate production for five years from 1 January 2018.

Production royalties due on natural gas, ethane and NGLs, excluding those volumes used by the Company
for upstream operations and related operations (including transportation, pipelines and storage and export
facilities, fractionation plants, gas and NGLs plants) are calculated based on a flat royalty rate of 12.5%
applied to a factor established by MEIM. As at the date of the Base Prospectus, the factor to which this
royalty is applied is $0.035 per mmBTU for NGLs (propane, butane and natural gasoline) and $0.00 per
mmBTU for natural gas (methane) and ethane.

As a result of the changes in royalties applicable to the Company, revenue for 2017 and 2018 is not directly
comparable to prior years.

In light of the change of royalties from sales-based to production-based, volumes of crude oil and
condensate and natural gas and NGLs that were produced towards the end of 2016 and held on the balance
sheet as inventory as at 31 December 2016 were not subject to royalties in 2016 as those volumes were not
sold under the prior sales-based royalty regime. Royalties of SAR 5.5 billion ($1.5 billion) on these volumes
were expensed in 2017 and paid in 2018.

e Price Equalisation. Pursuant to the Concession, the Company possesses the exclusive right to sell crude oil
and refined products in the Kingdom. As such, the Government mandates that crude oil and certain refined
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products sold to third parties in the Kingdom are sold at regulated prices that are typically lower than the
prices at which the Company could otherwise have sold such products. Effective 1 January 2017, the
Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company for revenue directly
foregone as a result of the Company’s compliance with the mandates related to crude oil, kerosene, diesel,
heavy fuel oil and gasoline. The Company records the equalisation amount as other income related to sales
on its consolidated statement of income and such amount is subject to income tax. The Company may offset
its income taxes payable by the equalisation amount in the period in which such taxes are due. If the income
taxes payable to the Government are not adequate to offset the equalisation amount, the Company may
offset any other amounts it owes to the Government against the equalisation amount. The offsetting
mechanism occurs on a monthly basis when payments to the Government are due. In the event the
equalisation price is less than the regulated price, the difference would be due from the Company to the
Government.

The Government has publicly announced its intention to gradually modify the regulated prices at which
refined products are sold in the Kingdom. The regulated prices will be linked as a percentage to the
reference equalisation price of the relevant product and will fluctuate according to fluctuations in global
markets. As regulated prices increase, the Company expects that equalisation compensation will decrease
and that, in turn, the amount of other income related to sales recorded by the Company will decrease, with
an offsetting increase in revenue from product sales.

Gas Price System. Gas sales in the Kingdom are regulated by the Government, including MEIM, which
allocates volumes for sales of natural gas and NGLs in the Kingdom to domestic customers pursuant to the
GSPR. The price that domestic customers pay for natural gas and ethane is traditionally set by the Council
of Ministers. Effective 27 March 2018, the Council of Ministers empowered MEIM, in agreement with the
Ministry of Finance, to specify the minimum price due to those licensed to engage in gas investment for the
sale of natural gas, ethane and NGLs in order to provide such licencees making gas investments an
opportunity to realise a suitable rate of return for these products in the Kingdom. The Council of Ministers
also decided that the domestic prices for natural gas, ethane and NGLs (excluding any Government fees or
value-added tax) shall not be lower than this minimum price. If domestic prices are higher than the
minimum price, licencees shall pay the difference to the Government. Subsequently, MEIM in agreement
with the Ministry of Finance issued a ministerial decision setting such minimum price at a level they
determined would permit licencees to achieve reasonable internal rates of return on existing non-associated
gas projects and on future non-associated projects. See “Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry in the
Kingdom—Regulated Domestic Pricing of Certain Hydrocarbons—Gas Pricing”.

Government guarantee. The Company sells hydrocarbon products to various Government and semi-
Government entities, including ministries and other branches of the Government, and separate legal entities
in which the Government has share ownership or control. Prior to 2017, the payment of receivables from
these customers was not guaranteed and revenue was recognised only when payment was received and the
Company recorded an allowance for the receivable. From the 1980s to 2016 the Company periodically
transferred to the Government receivables that were owed by these entities for which payment had not been
received for no consideration and reversed the related allowance. Accordingly, these transfers did not
impact the Company’s financial statements. Most recently, in 2016, the Company transferred receivables in
the amount of SAR 52.4 billion ($14.0 billion) to the Ministry of Finance for no consideration and reversed
the related allowance.

Effective 1 January 2017, the Government guaranteed amounts due to the Company from certain
Government and semi-Government entities, including ministries of the Government and separate legal
entities in which the Government has share ownership or control that are unable to settle within terms
agreed with the Company, subject to limits on the amount of the guarantee for each entity. The aggregate
amount guaranteed in 2017 and 2018 was SAR 22.4 billion and SAR 32.7 billion, respectively.

Pursuant to certain governmental resolutions as further described in “Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry
in the Kingdom—Regulated Domestic Pricing of Certain Hydrocarbons—Government Guarantee”, the
Company may offset any amounts owed by such Government or semi-Government entities under any
agreement with such customers from its income taxes payable to the Government. This includes amounts
due to the Company from sales of crude oil and refined products to Government-affiliated companies. If the
amounts of the income taxes payable to the Government are not adequate to offset the amounts owed by
such customers, the Company may offset such amounts against any other amounts the Company owes to the
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Government. See “Regulation of the Oil and Gas Industry in the Kingdom—Regulated Domestic Pricing of
Certain Hydrocarbons—Government Guarantee’.

e Treatment of certain historic receivables. In 2016, a Council of Ministers decision was issued to transfer a
series of receivables amounting to SAR 18.1 billion that was due to the Company from certain foreign
governments to the Ministry of Finance, net of SAR 15.5 billion of associated taxes and royalties due to the
Government, in exchange for a tax offset of SAR 2.6 billion in 2016. As part of the fiscal regime changes,
the Company expects future settlements of receivables to be settled pursuant to the Government guarantee.
See “—Government guarantee”.

Seasonality

The operating results of the Company’s upstream and downstream segments may fluctuate slightly from quarter
to quarter as a result of a variety of seasonal factors affecting energy demand. For example, there is an increase in
natural gas demand for the utilities sector during the summer months in the Kingdom (June, July and August). As
such, the Company’s upstream segment produces and sells more natural gas during this period. In addition, there
is an increased demand for diesel, gasoline and jet fuel in the Kingdom around its major holidays, including
Eid al-Fitr, Hajj season and Eid al-Adha, the timing of which varies from year to year as determined by the Hijri
calendar. During this time, the Company’s downstream segment sells more diesel, gasoline and jet fuel. The
Company expects these trends to continue in future years.

Components of Results of Operations
Revenue

Revenue primarily consists of sales of crude oil, natural gas, refined products and petrochemicals products.
Revenue also includes services provided to third parties, joint operations, joint ventures, associates and
government agencies, such as the operation and maintenance of facilities for third parties. Prior to 2017, royalties
payable to the Government were accounted for as a deduction from revenue. With effect from 1 January 2017,
royalties attributable to the production of crude oil and condensate, natural gas and NGLs are accounted for as an
expense, rather than a deduction from revenue. See “—Fiscal Regime Changes—Royalties”.

In 2018, the Company delivered Arabian crude oil to customers located in 37 countries. However, for accounting
purposes, the Company records its revenue by geographical area based on the location of the entity that generated
the revenue. The Company sells crude oil, gas, refined products and petrochemical products under different sales
incoterms. The Company’s sales are primarily made on a free on board basis at the point of shipment, pursuant to
which the buyer assumes all costs and liabilities once the goods are placed onto a ship for delivery. A smaller
portion of the Company’s sales are made on a free in pipe basis, pursuant to which the buyer assumes all costs
and liabilities once the product passes into the buyer’s receiving pipeline system. The balance of the Company’s
sales is made on a cost, insurance and freight basis, pursuant to which the seller assumes all costs and liabilities
until the goods are received by the buyer, or another sales incoterm. As the Company produces all its crude oil in
the Kingdom and the sales are recorded by an entity located in the Kingdom, free on board export sales of crude
oil are recorded as in-Kingdom revenue for segment reporting in the Company’s financial statements.

Other Income Related to Sales

Other income related to sales reflects the equalisation payments received from the Government to compensate
the Company for the difference between the equalisation prices and the regulated prices for the sales of certain
hydrocarbon products within the Kingdom. See “—Fiscal Regime Changes—Price Equalisation”.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2018, the Company’s other income related to sales was
SAR 150.2 billion and SAR 152.6 billion ($40.7 billion). The Company did not record any other income related
to sales for the year ended 31 December 2016 as the price equalisation mechanism introduced by the Government
was effective from 1 January 2017.

Production Royalties and Excise and Other Taxes

Production royalties and excise and other taxes consist of the royalties attributable to the production of
hydrocarbons. Prior to 2017, royalties payable to the Government were accounted for as a deduction from
revenue. With effect from 1 January 2017, royalties are accounted for as an expense, rather than a deduction from
revenue. Excise and other taxes consist of amounts paid by Motiva based on its operations in the United States.
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Purchases

Purchases primarily consist of refined products, chemicals and crude oil purchased from third parties for use in
the Company’s downstream operations and to meet demand for products in the Kingdom when it exceeds the
Company’s production of the relevant product. The Company also purchases products from third parties when it
is cost effective. For example, various downstream operations from time to time purchase crude oil from third
parties to use as a feedstock. Purchases also include Aramco Trading Company’s procurement of refined
products and chemicals as part of its trading operations and from 1 May 2017, purchases by Motiva under its
buying and selling arrangements and for its trading operations. The Company expects that, once operational, the
Jazan integrated petrochemical refinery, as well as capacity increases at SATORP and YASREF, will produce
more quantities of downstream products to meet in-Kingdom demand.

Producing and Manufacturing

Producing and manufacturing costs consist primarily of the operating expenses related to producing
hydrocarbons and refined products. Producing and manufacturing costs also include the upstream segment’s and
downstream segment’s support services expenses, including engineering and operational services. In addition,
producing and manufacturing costs include labour and employee-related expenses directly related to producing
the Company’s products.

Selling, Administrative and General

Selling, administrative and general expenses consist of costs related to supporting the operations and services of
the Company and certain other expenses. Costs related to supporting the operations and services of the Company
include:

* pipeline, distribution and terminal expenses;
¢ selling and administrative expenses; and

 corporate, support and administrative services (such as human resources, finance, corporate affairs and
legal) and expenses related to the Company’s employee home ownership programme.

Other expenses included in selling, administrative and general expenses consist of:
* freight and storage expenses; and
e costs related to corporate citizenship projects and initiatives.

The Company engages in a range of corporate citizenship projects and initiatives outside the Company’s core
business to support the communities and environment in which it operates. The Company initiates some of these
projects and initiatives and others are undertaken in coordination with, and at the direction of, the Government.
Government-directed projects and initiatives have generally been of national importance to the Kingdom and
support the Company’s long-term commercial interests. The Government previously compensated the Company
for its efforts relating to such activities by either allowing the Company to reduce its taxable income by the
amount of costs incurred or directly reimbursing the Company though a tax credit. The Concession requires that
all Company contracts with any Government agency or any arrangement for the furnishing of Hydrocarbons,
services or otherwise shall be on a commercial basis. See “Business—Corporate Citizenship”.

Costs related to Company-initiated projects and initiatives are expensed as incurred and reflected in selling,
administrative and general expenses. Costs related to Government-directed projects and initiatives are treated in
different ways by the Company. For certain projects directed by the Government, the Government provides a
ministerial decree from the relevant Government ministry which allows the Company to credit its costs related to
these projects against the Company’s tax liability. For example, certain major infrastructure projects undertaken
at the direction of the Government for which the Government reimburses the Company’s costs in full are not
reflected in the Company’s financial statements because they have neither a positive nor negative impact on the
Company’s financial condition or results of operations. These projects include the construction of the multi-
purpose stadium located at King Abdullah Sports City near Jeddah, the construction of the Jazan Complex
Terminal and the construction of the King Salman Energy Park (SPARK). See “Related Party Transactions—
Other Transactions”.

Costs related to other Government-directed projects are primarily expensed as incurred, deductible for tax
purposes and reflected in selling, administrative and general expenses. The only such projects currently
impacting the Company’s Financial Statements are the operating costs related to KAUST and KAPSARC, the
capital costs for which were primarily incurred prior to 2017. See “Business—Corporate Citizenship”.
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The Company expects to continue to engage in a range of corporate citizenship projects and initiatives in the
future.

Exploration

Exploration expenses consist of the costs for the evaluation of subsurface geological areas for hydrocarbon
resources, including geological and geophysical surveys, and write-offs related to unsuccessful exploratory wells.
Research and Development

Research and development expenses consist of costs incurred to research new technologies. If development costs
are expected to generate probable future economic benefits, they are capitalised as intangible assets.
Depreciation and Amortisation

Depreciation is attributable to property, plant and equipment. Amortisation is attributable to capitalised costs
(primarily drilling costs), which are intangible assets and thus amortised rather than depreciated.

Impairments

Impairments are recognised when events or changes in circumstances indicate that the carrying amount of certain
assets on the Company’s balance sheet may not be recoverable, which occurs when the assets’ carrying value is
greater than the discounted future cash flows the asset is expected to generate over its remaining useful life.

Share of Results from Joint Ventures and Associates

Share of results from joint ventures and associates includes the Company’s share of profit or loss related to
entities that are accounted for using the equity method. A significant portion of the Company’s downstream
business is conducted through joint ventures and associate companies. As at 1 May 2017, the Company
completed a transaction to separate and transfer the assets, liabilities and businesses of its former Motiva joint
venture with Shell and transferred certain assets and liabilities to a wholly owned subsidiary of the Company.
This led to the consolidation of Motiva’s results of operations into the Company’s financial statements from
1 May 2017 instead of being accounted for using the equity method as in prior periods. For further information,
see “—Summary of Significant Accounting Policies—Principles of Consolidation and Equity Accounting—Joint
Arrangements and Associates”.

Finance and Other Income

Finance and other income includes interest income, gains or losses on derivative transactions, dividend income,
gains or losses on disposal of equity investments and insurance settlements.

Finance Costs

Finance costs include interest expense incurred in connection with the Company’s finance lease liabilities and
bank borrowing liabilities, including its revolving credit facility agreement and Sukuk Programme.
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Consolidated Results of Operations for the Years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018

The following table sets forth the Company’s consolidated statement of income for the years ended 31 December
2016, 2017 and 2018:

Year Ended 31 December Increase/(Decrease)
2016 2017 2018 2018 2016-2017 2017-2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions, except percentages)
Revenue® .. ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 504,596  835,983@ 1,182,137 315,236 66% 41%
Other income related to sales® ... ....... — 150,176 152,641 40,704 — 2%
Revenue and other income related to
sales.......... ... ... . ... ... ... 504,596 986,159? 1,334,778 355,940 95% 35%
Production royalties and excise and other
taxes ... —  (136,393)@ (208,505) (55,601) — 53%
Purchases ........................... (53,231) (120,398)® (188,937) (50,383) 126% 57%
Producing and manufacturing . .......... (48,369) (64,045)®  (56,202)  (14,987) 32%  (12)%
Selling, administrative and general . . . . ... (37,051) (29,606)® (31,250) (8,333) 20)% 6%
Exploration ......................... (11,087) (13,725) (7,928) (2,114) 24%  (42)%
Research and development ............. (1,897) (1,902) 2,217) 591) 0% 17%
Depreciation and amortisation .......... (33,615) (36,894) (41,334) (11,023) 10% 12%
Impairments® . ...................... (13,646) (281) — — 98)% (100)%
Operatingcosts ..................... (198,896) (403,244)® (536,373) (143,032) 103 % 33%
Operating income . ................... 305,700 582915 798,405 212,908 91% 37%
Share of results from joint ventures and
aSSOCIALES . . oot v (979) (956) (1,415) (377) )%  48%
Finance and otherincome .............. 1,609 1,569 3,865 1,030 2)% 146%
Financecosts ........................ (1,354) (2,090) (2,959) (789) 54% 42%
Income before income taxes ............ 304,976 581,438 797,896 212,772 91% 37%
Income taxes® . ..................... (255,255) (296,819) (381,378) (101,701) 16% 28%
Netincome ......................... 49,721 284,619 416,518 111,071 472 % 46 %
Net income attributable to:
Government’s equity . ............. 48,349 283,198 416,196 110,985 486% 47%
Non-controlling interests .......... 1,372 1,421 322 86 4%  (17)%
49,721 284,619 416,518 111,071 472 % 46 %

(1) Prior to 2017, royalties payable to the Government were accounted for as a deduction from revenue. With effect from 1 January 2017,
royalties attributable to the production of crude oil and condensate, natural gas and NGLs are accounted for as an expense, rather than a
deduction from revenue. See “—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime
Changes” and “Business—Relationship with the Kingdom—The Concession”.

(2) The Company adopted IFRS 15 effective for annual reporting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2018. As a result, in the
preparation of its 2018 Financial Statements, the Company reclassified certain 2017 results that appear in the 2017 comparative column
of the 2018 Financial Statements. See page F-11.

(3) The Company sells certain hydrocarbons within the Kingdom at regulated prices mandated by the Government. From 1 January 2017,
the Government implemented an equalisation mechanism to compensate the Company for revenues directly foregone as a result of the
Company’s compliance with the Government mandates related to crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline. See
“Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes—Price Equalisation”.

(4) Purchases, producing and manufacturing costs and selling, administrative and general costs for 2017 do not reflect the reclassification of
SAR 1.4 billion of producing and manufacturing costs reclassified to selling, administrative and general expenses and SAR 5.7 billion of
producing and manufacturing costs reclassified to purchases that were made to the 2017 comparative amounts reflected in the 2018
Financial Statements. The Company estimates that a similar reclassification of producing and manufacturing costs to purchases would
have been made for 2016. See page F-11.

(5) The Company recognised an impairment of SAR 13,646 million for the year ended 31 December 2016 related to a petrochemical
refinery under construction and two existing domestic refineries.

(6) Asat 1 January 2017, the income tax rate applicable to Saudi Arabian Oil Company was reduced from 85% to 50%, except that effective
from 1 January 2018, a 20% tax rate applies to Saudi Arabian Oil Company’s taxable income related to certain natural gas activities. See
“—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”.
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Revenue and Other Income Related to Sales

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company’s revenue and other income related to sales was
SAR 1,334.8 billion ($355.9 billion) and SAR 986.2 billion, respectively. This 35% increase was primarily
attributable to an increase in the average realised price per barrel of crude oil to $70.02 from $52.72 as well as an
increase in other income related to sales. The volume of crude oil produced by the Company increased to
10.3 million barrels per day in 2018 from 10.1 million barrels per day in 2017.

Other income related to sales in 2018 was substantially unchanged from 2017 primarily due to an increase in the
average regulated prices of crude oil, kerosene, diesel, heavy fuel oil and gasoline in the Kingdom commensurate
with the increase in the equalisation price for such products, partially offset by lower volumes of refined products
delivered in the Kingdom. This led to the Company recording other income related to sales of SAR 152.6 billion
($40.7 billion) for the year ended 31 December 2018. See “—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company’s revenue and other income related to sales was
SAR 986.2 billion and SAR 504.6 billion, respectively. This 95% increase in revenue was primarily attributable
to an increase in average realised price per barrel of crude oil to $52.7 from $40.7 as well as the price
equalisation mechanism introduced by the Government effective from 1 January 2017, resulting in other income
related to sales of SAR 150.2 billion for the year ended 31 December 2017. The volume of crude oil delivered by
the Company decreased to 10.1 million barrels per day in 2017 from 10.6 million barrels per day in 2016. Also
contributing to the increase in revenue and other income related to sales were the following:

» revenue from international sales of crude oil increased to SAR 526.3 billion from SAR 431.7 billion, or by
22%, for the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, respectively, despite a decrease in the total volume
of international sales of crude oil from 2016 to 2017 by approximately 429,000 barrels per day, or 6%,
following the Kingdom’s decision to require the Company to produce fewer barrels per day of crude oil in
2017 as well as due to the consolidation of Motiva’s results of operations into the Company’s financial
statements from 1 May 2017 with export sales of crude oil to Motiva eliminated in consolidation from that
date; and

e revenue from export sales of refined products increased to SAR 218.3 billion from SAR 103.1 billion, or by
112%, for the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, respectively.

In addition, revenue and other income related to sales in 2017 increased from 2016 because from 1 January 2017
royalties payable to the Government were no longer accounted for as a deduction from revenue. The Company
did not record any other income related to sales for the year ended 31 December 2016 as the price equalisation
mechanism introduced by the Government was effective from 1 January 2017. In 2017, the Company recorded
other income related to sales of SAR 150.2 billion. See “—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of
Operations and Financial Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes”.

Upstream

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the upstream segment’s external revenue was
SAR 776.2 billion ($207.0 billion) and SAR 574.1 billion, respectively. This 35% increase was primarily due to
an increase in average realised sales price per barrel of crude oil to $70.1 from $52.8, or 33%. For the years
ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the upstream segment’s other income related to sales was SAR 37.2 billion
($9.9 billion) and SAR 29.1 billion, respectively. This 28% increase was primarily due to an increase in the
reference equalisation price for crude oil. For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the upstream
segment’s external revenue was SAR 574.1 billion and SAR 361.0 billion, respectively. This 59% increase was
primarily due to an increase in average realised sales price per barrel of crude oil to $52.8 from $40.7, or 30%,
and partially offset by a decrease in the total volume of crude oil exports from 2016 to 2017 by approximately
312,000 barrels per day, or 4%, and the change in accounting for royalties as a result of the fiscal regime
changes. The Company did not record any other income related to sales for the year ended 31 December 2016.
See “—Revenue and Other Income Related to Sales” and “—~Production Royalties and Excise and Other Taxes”.

Downstream

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the downstream segment’s external revenue was
SAR 404.6 billion ($107.9 billion) and SAR 260.6 billion, respectively. This 55% increase was primarily due to
an increase in average refined product prices, consolidation of Motiva’s results in the Company’s financial
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statements for the full year in 2018 and the absence of the impact from Hurricane Harvey, which negatively
affected the downstream segment’s results in 2017. For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the
downstream segment’s revenue was SAR 260.6 billion and SAR 142.6 billion, respectively. This 83% increase
was primarily due to the consolidation of Motiva’s results of operations into the Company’s financial statements
from 1 May 2017 and an increase in average realised prices for downstream products. For the years ended
31 December 2018 and 2017, the downstream segment’s other income related to sales was SAR 115.5 billion
($30.8 billion) and SAR 121.1 billion, respectively. This 5% decrease was primarily due to a decrease in volumes
of refined products sold in the Kingdom by 9%. The Company did not record any other income related to sales
for the year ended 31 December 2016.

Corporate

For the years ended 31 December 2018, 2017 and 2016, the Corporate segment’s external revenue was
SAR 1,329 million ($354 million), SAR 1,210 million and SAR 1,083 million, respectively. The corporate
segment primarily supports the upstream segment’s and downstream segment’s activities and has limited external
activities.

Production Royalties and Excise and Other Taxes

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company recorded production royalties and excise and
other taxes of SAR 208.5 billion ($55.6 billion) and SAR 136.4 billion, respectively. This 53% increase was
primarily due to the impact of a higher applicable royalty rate applied to the Company’s crude oil production
after Brent prices increased to over $70 per barrel for a large part of 2018, increasing the marginal royalty rate
from 20% to 40% during such periods. This increase was also due to increased production volumes of crude oil
in 2018. The Company did not record any production royalties and excise and other taxes as an expense item for
the year ended 31 December 2016 as the new production-based royalty introduced by the Government was
effective from 1 January 2017. In 2016, the Company deducted from its revenue SAR 101.3 billion of royalties
payable to the Government. See “—Factors Affecting the Company’s Results of Operations and Financial
Condition—Fiscal Regime Changes” and “Business—Relationship with the Kingdom—The Concession”.

Purchases

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company made purchases of SAR 188.9 billion ($50.4
billion) and SAR 120.4 billion, respectively. This 57% increase was primarily attributable to increased purchases
of volumes of crude oil and refined products as well as an increase in the prevailing market prices for those
products. Purchases by Aramco Trading Company increased to SAR 66.0 billion ($17.6 billion) for the year
ended 31 December 2018 from SAR 41.7 billion for the year ended 31 December 2017, which was primarily due
to an increase in prevailing market prices of refined products and an increase in volumes purchased. As a
percentage of revenue and other income related to sales, the Company’s purchases increased to 14% for the year
ended 31 December 2018 from 12% for the year ended 31 December 2017.

The Company made purchases of SAR 120.4 billion and SAR 53.2 billion for the years ended 31 December 2017
and 2016, respectively. This 126% increase was primarily attributable to an increase in purchases of crude oil
and refined products resulting from the consolidation of Motiva into the Company’s financial statements from
1 May 2017, which accounted for SAR 48.6 billion of purchases by the Company. Purchases by Aramco Trading
Company increased to SAR 41.7 billion for the year ended 31 December 2017 from SAR 30.2 billion for the year
ended 31 December 2016, which was primarily due to an increase in prevailing market prices of refined products
and an increase in volumes purchased. As a percentage of revenue and other income related to sales, the
Company’s purchases increased to 12% for the year ended 31 December 2017 from 11% for the year ended
31 December 2016.

Producing and Manufacturing

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, producing and manufacturing expenses were SAR 56.2 billion
($15.0 billion) and SAR 64.0 billion, respectively. This 12% decrease was primarily due to a reclassification of
certain producing and manufacturing costs to (i) selling, administrative and general expenses and (ii) purchases.
As a percentage of revenue and other income related to sales, the Company’s producing and manufacturing
expenses decreased to 4% for the year ended 31 December 2018 from 6% for the year ended 31 December 2017.

Producing and manufacturing expenses were SAR 64.0 billion and SAR 48.4 billion for the years ended
31 December 2017 and 2016, respectively. This 32% increase was primarily due to the consolidation of Motiva
into the Company’s financial statements from 1 May 2017.
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Selling, Administrative and General

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company incurred selling, administrative and general
expenses of SAR 31.3 billion ($8.3 billion) and SAR 29.6 billion, respectively.

The Company incurred selling, administrative and general expenses of SAR 29.6 billion and SAR 37.1 billion for
the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, respectively. This 20% decrease was primarily due to a decrease in
labour costs due to the retirement of certain senior employees and reduction in the number of expatriate
employees.

Exploration

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, exploration expenses decreased 42% to SAR 7.9 billion
($2.1 billion) from SAR 13.7 billion, respectively. This decrease was primarily due to lower write-offs of
dry-hole costs related to gas exploration activities in 2018.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company incurred exploration expenses of
SAR 13.7 billion and SAR 11.1 billion, respectively. This 24% increase was primarily attributable to an increase
in write-offs of dry-hole costs related to gas exploration activities.

Research and Development

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company incurred research and development expenses of
SAR 2,217 million ($591 million) and SAR 1,902 million, respectively.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company incurred research and development expenses of
SAR 1,902 million and SAR 1,897 million, respectively.

Depreciation and Amortisation

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company recognised depreciation and amortisation
expenses of SAR 41.3 billion ($11.0 billion) and SAR 36.9 billion, respectively. This 12% increase was primarily
attributable to an increase in capitalised costs related to upstream projects that were completed in 2018.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, depreciation and amortisation expenses increased to
SAR 36.9 billion from SAR 33.6 billion, respectively. This 10% increase was primarily attributable to the
consolidation of Motiva’s results of operations into the Company’s financial statements from 1 May 2017.

Impairments

The Company recognised an impairment of SAR 13.6 billion for the year ended 31 December 2016 primarily due
to an assessment that the future recoverable amount of the refinery component of an under-construction
petrochemical facility was less than the carrying value of that asset.

Share of Results from Joint Ventures and Associates

The Company had a loss of SAR 1,415 million ($377 million) and SAR 956 million in its share results from joint
ventures and associates for the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, respectively. The increase in loss was
primarily due to lower earnings from FREP, partially offset by improved financial performance at Sadara and
Petro Rabigh.

The loss in the Company’s share of results from joint ventures and associates was SAR 956 million and
SAR 979 million for the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, respectively. The decrease in loss was
primarily due to improved financial performance at Sadara and Petro Rabigh, partially offset by lower earnings
from Bahri and Motiva no longer being accounted using the equity method as in prior periods.

Finance and Other Income

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company had finance and other income of
SAR 3,865 million ($1,030 million) and SAR 1,569 million, respectively. This increase was primarily
attributable to an increase in interest income generated from time deposits and loans receivable.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company had finance and other income of
SAR 1,569 million and SAR 1,609 million, respectively.
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Finance Costs

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company incurred finance costs of SAR 2,959 million
($789 million) and SAR 2,090 million, respectively. This 42% increase was primarily due to the consolidation of
Motiva’s results of operations into the Company’s financial statements for the full financial year as well as
increased borrowing costs on certain bank borrowings, including additional project finance borrowings.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company incurred finance costs of SAR 2,090 million and
SAR 1,354 million, respectively. This 54% increase was primarily due to the consolidation of Motiva’s results of
operations into the Company’s financial statements from 1 May 2017 as well as finance costs related to the
Sukuk Programme and increased borrowing costs on bank borrowings by SATORP and YASREF.

Income Taxes

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company incurred an income tax of SAR 381.4 billion
($101.7 billion) and SAR 296.8 billion, respectively, an increase of SAR 84.6 billion or 28%. This increase was
primarily attributable to an increase in income, partially offset by the reduction in income tax rate attributable to
certain of the Company’s natural gas activities.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company incurred an income tax of SAR 296.8 billion and
SAR 255.3 billion, respectively, an increase of SAR 41.5 billion or 16%. This increase was primarily attributable
to an increase in income, partially offset by the change in income tax rate applicable to the Company due to the
fiscal regime changes.

Net Income

For the years ended 31 December 2018 and 2017, the Company’s net income was SAR 416.5 billion
($111.1 billion) and SAR 284.6 billion, respectively. This 46% increase was primarily due to improved
profitability of the upstream segment, which was partially offset by lower profitability of the downstream
segment. The decreased profitability of the downstream segment during this period was due to pressure on
downstream margins resulting from an increase of crude oil feedstock prices.

For the years ended 31 December 2017 and 2016, the Company’s net income was SAR 284.6 billion and
SAR 49.7 billion, respectively. This 472% increase was due primarily to the fiscal regime changes.

Liquidity and Capital Resources
The following table sets forth the Company’s cash flow for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018:

Year Ended 31 December
2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR U.S.$

(in millions)

Net cash provided by/(used in):

Operating activities™) . ........... .. . 109,411 333,607 453,701 120,987
Investing activities .. .......o.untiunn i (116,900) (118,629) (131,205) (34,988)
Financing activities . ... ...... ...t 2,021 (181,811) (220,586) (58,823)

(1) Includes settlement of income and other taxes in 2017 and 2018. See Note 23(a) (Settlement Transactions) to the 2018 Financial
Statements.

The Company primarily funds its operations with cash generated from operating activities. The Company’s
primary current uses of cash are ongoing operating expenses, capital expenditures and payments to, and
settlements with, the Government of royalties, income and other taxes and cash distributions.

The Company’s future capital requirements will depend on many factors, including the capacity expansion of the
MGS and expansion of its downstream operations.

Cash Flow Provided by Operating Activities

The Company’s cash flow is primarily generated from its operations. Net cash provided by operations for the
year ended 31 December 2018 amounted to SAR 453.7 billion ($121.0 billion) as compared to SAR 333.6 billion
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for the year ended 31 December 2017 and SAR 109.4 billion for the year ended 31 December 2016. The 36%
increase from 2017 to 2018 was primarily due to an increase in the price of crude oil by 33%, partially offset by
an increase in cash paid for settlement of income and other taxes. The 205% increase from 2016 to 2017 was
primarily due to an increase in the average realised price of crude oil by 29%, the implementation of the price
equalisation mechanism, as well as the positive impact from a lower income tax rate in connection with the fiscal
regime changes that took effect from 1 January 2017. Cash provided by operating activities for the years ended
31 December 2018 and 2017 includes a settlement of income and tax and royalty obligations. See Note 23(a)
(Settlement Transactions) to the 2018 Financial Statements and Note 23(a) (Settlement Transactions) to the 2017
Financial Statements.

Cash Flow Used in Investing Activities

Net cash flow used in investing activities amounted to SAR 131.2 billion ($35.0 billion) for the year ended
31 December 2018 as compared to SAR 118.6 billion for the year ended 31 December 2017 and
SAR 116.9 billion for the year ended 31 December 2016. The 11% increase from 2017 to 2018 was primarily due
to an increase in capital expenditures. The 1% increase from 2016 to 2017 was primarily due to an increase in
capital expenditures, partially offset by maturities of short term time deposits.

Capital Expenditures

The following table sets forth the Company’s capital expenditures for each of its business segments for the years
ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018:

Year Ended 31 December

2016 2017 2018 2018
SAR SAR SAR US.$
(in millions)
Upstream(D) .. .. 68,205 82,508 96,768 25,805
Downstream . ...... ... 30,971 35,569 32,677 8,714
COTPOTALE .+ . oot ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e 4,170 3,878 2,321 619
Total . ... 103,346 121,955 131,766 35,138

(1) Includes exploration capital expenditures of SAR 9,264 million, SAR 7,735 million and SAR 9,034 million ($2,409 million) for the years
ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively, and development capital expenditures of SAR 38,667 million,
SAR 38,643 million and SAR 38,944 million ($10,385 million) for the years ended 31 December 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively.

The Company’s capital expenditures were SAR 131.8 billion ($35.1 billion) for the year ended 31 December
2018, SAR 122.0 billion for the year ended 31 December 2017 and SAR 103.3 billion for the year ended
31 December 2016. The 8% increase from 2017 to 2018 was primarily due to the expansion of the Haradh gas
facilities and the construction of the Fadhili gas plant to meet growing domestic demand for natural gas. The
18% increase from 2016 to 2017 was primarily due to ongoing capital projects at Jazan, upstream development
projects to increase crude oil production at Khurais in 2018 and Berri by the end of 2022 and the drilling of crude
oil development wells and natural gas development wells during 2017. The increase in other upstream capital
expenditures from the year ended 31 December 2016 to the year ended 31 December 2017 primarily relates to
the Fadhili gas plant to meet growing domestic demand for natural gas. The Company’s current capital
investment programme in the downstream segment includes committed capital expenditures related to the
ongoing construction of the Jazan integrated petrochemical refinery and completing the integrated refinery and
petrochemicals complex in Johor, Malaysia as part of the PRefChem joint ventures with Petronas. The
Company’s current capital investment programme in the upstream segment includes the capacity expansion of
the MGS to meet growing domestic demand for natural gas and the Company’s upstream exploratory and
development drilling campaigns. The Company’s committed capital expenditures as at 31 December 2018 was
SAR 90.0 billion, which it intends to fund primarily through cash generated from operating activities. See “Risk
Factors—Risk Factors Relating to the Company—The Company’s ability to achieve its strategic growth
objectives depends on the successful delivery of current and future projects”.

Cash Flow (Used in)/Provided by Financing Activities

Net cash flow used in financing activities amounted to SAR 220.6 billion ($58.8 billion) for the year ended
31 December 2018, as compared to net cash flow used in financing activities of SAR 181.8 billion for the year
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ended 31 December 2017 and to net cash flow provided by financing activities of SAR 2.0 billion for the year
ended 31 December 2016. The change in net cash flow used in financing activities from 2017 to 2018 was
primarily due to an increase of SAR 29.7 billion ($7.9 billion) in dividends and distributions made to the
Government. The change in net cash flow from 2016 to 2017 was primarily due to SAR 187.8 billion in
distributions made to the Government, including the settlement of an amount due from the Government of
SAR 56.6 billion in 2017. See Note 23(a) to the 2017 Financial Statements.

Dividends and Distributions

On 14 March 2019, the Company’s Board approved a dividend to the Government of SAR 123.8 billion
($33.0 billion). In 2018, the Company’s dividend payments to the Government totaled SAR 217.5 billion ($58.0
billion). In 2017, the Company’s dividend payments to the Government totaled SAR 187.8 billion. In 2016, the
Company’s dividend payments to the Government totaled SAR 11.3 billion.

Liquidity

The Company believes that its existing cash and cash equivalents balance, together with amounts available under
its borrowing arrangements and cash generated from operations, will be sufficient to meet its working capital
requirements for at least the next 12 months. The Company currently has access to a revolving credit facility and

its Sukuk Programme. Certain of the Company’s subsidiaries also have entered into and have access to credit
facilities, sukuk or other financing.

As at 31 December 2018, the Company had a total of SAR 95.6 billion of undrawn amounts from
SAR 175.4 billion in total borrowing financing arrangements. Cash that may be temporarily available as surplus
to the Company’s immediate needs is carefully managed based on counterparty quality and investment guidelines
to ensure it is secure and readily available to meet the Company’s cash requirements.

Revolving Credit Facilities

On 26 March 2015, the Issuer entered into revolving credit facilities with various financial institutions for up to
$10 billion in aggregate commitments, which includes both conventional and Shari’ah compliant Murabaha
facilities. The facilities provide for certain limits on the creation of liens on or other security interests in the
assets of the Issuer, and on the sale, lease or transfer, of its assets to third parties. The total amounts of the
five-year facilities are fully available through the end of the fifth year and, pursuant to the terms of the facility,
the Issuer has exercised two one-year extension options under both facilities extending the five-year facilities to
seven years. The facilities are available until one month before the maturity date of 26 March 2022. As at
31 December 2018, there was an unused balance of SAR 37.5 billion ($10 billion) on the Issuer’s revolving
credit facilities.

Sukuk Programme

On 10 April 2017, SAR 11.25 billion ($3 billion) Sukuk were issued under the Sukuk Programme. The Sukuk
mature on 10 April 2024 and, subject to early redemption, the principal is payable in full upon the final
redemption date. The Sukuk were issued by Saudi Aramco Sukuk Company, a Saudi joint stock company and an
indirect subsidiary of the Issuer that was incorporated to act as issuer under the Sukuk Programme.

Contractual Obligations

The following table sets forth the Company’s contractual obligations as at 31 December 2018:

Payments Due Per Period

Less than More than
1 year 1-3years 3-5years 5 years Total
SAR SAR SAR SAR SAR
(in millions)

Long-term borrowings and debentures®™ . ............. 6,946 13,826 15,105 41,163 77,040
Financeleases ............ ... 1,655 2,773 2,828 15,711 22,967
Operating leases® .. ...t 8,078 9,614 6,011 11,862 35,565
Purchase obligations ............. ... .. ... ... ..... 72,286 — — — 72,286
Decommissioning liabilities ........................ 95 1,028 895 11,689 13,707
Environmental liabilities . .......................... 70 437 342 — 849
Total . ... ... .. . .. . 89,130 27,678 25,181 80,425 222,414

(1) Maturities at contractual value of long-term borrowings and debentures, including interest payments due under such instruments.
(2) Approximate minimum payments for non-cancellable operating leases which are principally for hauling services that include tanker
charters, other marine equipment, bus services and other transportation equipment.
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The Company’s off-balance sheet arrangements primarily relate to commitments and contingencies under
guarantees issued by the Company in connection with financing arrangements at Sadara and Petro Rabigh.

In connection with Sadara, on 31 March 2013 the Company entered into a guarantee of 65% (the Company’s
ownership interest percentage in Sadara) of the senior debt amounts owed by Sadara to its credit providers. This
guarantee will terminate at the earliest to occur of: (i) the project completion date; (ii) payment in full by Sadara
of its senior debt amounts; (iii) the payment in full by the Company of its aggregate maximum liability (65% of
the senior debt amounts); or (iv) the written release of the Company from its obligations thereunder. As at
31 December 2018, the outstanding amount guaranteed by the Company was SAR 23.8 billion ($6.3 billion).

In connection with Petro Rabigh, in March 2019, the Company entered into a guarantee of 50% of the payment
obligations to the credit providers of Petro Rabigh under its SAR 19.4 billion financing arrangements related to
the Rabigh II Project. This guarantee will terminated upon the project completion date. As at 31 December 2018,
the full amount of financing was drawn.

As at 31 December 2018, the minimum lease payments for non-cancellable operating leases was
SAR 35.6 billion ($9.5 billion). See Note 24(b) to the 2018 Financial Statements included elsewhere in this Base
Prospectus.

Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosure About Market Risk
General

The Company is exposed to a number of market risks arising from its normal business activities. Such market
risks principally involve the possibility that changes in commodity prices, currency exchange rates or interest
rates will adversely affect the value of its financial assets and liabilities or future cash flows and earnings.

Commodity Price Risk

The Company manages commodity price risks by using commodity swaps as a means of managing price and
timing of risks arising from its trading in refined products, NGLs and petrochemicals. The Company operates
within policies and procedures designed to ensure that risks, including those related to the default of
counterparties, are managed within authorised limits.

Risk Management

The Company uses derivative financial instruments with limited complexity to manage certain risk exposures and
does not enter into financial instruments, including derivative financial instruments, for speculative purposes.

Foreign Currency Exchange Risk

Although the Company operates internationally, it has limited exposure to the risk of foreign currency exchange
rates as all significant transactions are based in the U.S. dollar, its functional currency, or hedged. The
Company’s limited foreign exchange risk is based on future commercial transactions or recognised assets or
liabilities denominated in a currency that is not its functional currency. In addition, a substantial portion of the
Company’s indebtedness and operating expenses are, and the Company expects them to continue to be,
denominated in or indexed to U.S. dollars.

Management actively monitors the fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates, and the Company engages in
hedging activities through the use of currency forward contracts and designated time deposits to manage up to
85% of its foreign exchange exposure. The Company hedges significant transactions that are not based in its
functional currency.

Interest Rate Risk

The Company is exposed to interest rate risk from long-term borrowings which are issued at variable and fixed
rates. The Company’s income and operating cash flows are not subject to interest rate risks because they are
substantially independent of changes in the market as the Company’s interest-bearing assets consists primarily of
short-term time deposits and debt securities classified as fair value through other comprehensive income financial
assets.

Interest rate risk of borrowings issued at variable rates is offset by cash and cash equivalents and short-term
investments held at variable rates. The Company is exposed to fair value interest rate risk for borrowings issued
at fixed rates.
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Securities Price Risk

The Company is exposed to a limited amount of risk arising from investments in securities carried out at fair
value. The Company regularly reviews its positions in investment in securities considering current and expected
future economic trends.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

The Financial Statements were prepared in accordance with IFRS. Below is a summary of significant accounting
policies applied by the Company in preparing the Financial Statements:

Principles of Consolidation and Equity Accounting
Subsidiaries

The Financial Statements reflect the assets, liabilities and operations of the Company and its subsidiaries.
Subsidiaries are all entities over which the Company has control. The Company controls an entity when it is
exposed to, or has rights to, variable returns from its involvement with the entity and has the ability to affect
those returns through its power over the entity. Subsidiaries are consolidated from the date on which the
Company obtains control, and continue to be consolidated until the date that such control ceases.

Intercompany balances and transactions, including unrealised profits and losses arising from intragroup
transactions, have been eliminated. Where necessary, adjustments are made to the financial statements of
subsidiaries to align the accounting policies with those used by the Company.

The acquisition method of accounting is used to account for business combinations. The cost of the acquisition of
a subsidiary is measured as the fair value of the assets given and liabilities incurred or assumed at the date of the
acquisition. Identifiable assets acquired and liabilities and contingent liabilities assumed in a business
combination are measured initially at fair value at the date the assets and liabilities are exchanged, irrespective of
the extent of any non-controlling interests. The excess of the cost of acquisition over the fair value of the
acquired share of the identifiable net assets is recorded as goodwill. Non-controlling interests represent the equity
in subsidiaries that is not attributable, directly or indirectly, to the Company. Acquisition related costs are
expensed as incurred.

The Company recognises any non-controlling interest in an acquired entity on an acquisition-by-acquisition basis
either at fair value or at the non-controlling interest’s proportionate share of the acquired entity’s net identifiable
assets. Non-controlling interests in the results and equity of subsidiaries are shown separately in the consolidated
statements of income and comprehensive income, the consolidated statement of changes in equity and the
consolidated balance sheet, respectively.

If the business combination is achieved in stages, the acquisition date carrying value of the previously held equity
interest is re-measured to fair value at the next acquisition date with any gains or losses arising from such
re-measurement recognised in net income.

Joint Arrangements and Associates

Under IFRS 11 (Joint Arrangements), an arrangement in which two or more parties have joint control, is a joint
arrangement. Joint control is the contractually agreed sharing of control of an arrangement, which exists only
when decisions about the relevant activities require the unanimous consent of the parties sharing control.
Investments in joint arrangements are classified as either joint operations or joint ventures. The classification
depends on the contractual rights and obligations of each investor, rather than the legal structure of the joint
arrangement. The Company has both joint operations and joint ventures.

Joint Operations

Joint operations arise where the investors have rights to the assets and obligations for the liabilities of a joint
arrangement. In relation to its interests in joint operations, the Company recognises its:

e assets, including its share of any assets held jointly;
* liabilities, including its share of any liabilities incurred jointly;
* revenue from the sale of its share of the output arising from the joint operation; and

 expenses, including its share of any expenses incurred jointly.
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Joint Ventures

A joint venture is a type of joint arrangement whereby the parties that have joint control of the arrangement have
rights to the net assets of the joint arrangement. Investments in joint ventures are accounted for using the equity
method of accounting and are initially recognised at cost.

The Company’s share of results from its joint ventures is recognised within net income, while its share of post-
acquisition movements in other comprehensive income is recognised within other comprehensive income. The
cumulative effect of these changes is adjusted against the carrying amount of the Company’s investment in its
joint ventures, which is presented separately in the Company’s consolidated balance sheet. When the Company’s
share of losses in a joint venture equals or exceeds its interest in the joint venture, including any other unsecured
non-current receivables, the Company does not recognise further losses, unless it has incurred obligations or
made payments on behalf of the joint venture.

Gains and losses on transactions between the Company and joint ventures not realised through a sale to a third
party are eliminated to the extent of the Company’s interest in the joint ventures. Where necessary, adjustments
are made to the financial statements of joint ventures to align their accounting policies with those used by the
Company.

The Company’s investment in joint ventures includes, when applicable, goodwill identified on acquisition, net of
any accumulated impairment loss. Goodwill represents the excess of the cost of an acquisition over the fair value
of the Company’s share of the net identifiable assets of the acquired joint venture at the date of acquisition.
Dilution gains and losses arising from investments in joint ventures are recognised in net income.

Dividends received or receivable from joint ventures are recognised as a reduction in the carrying amount of the
investment.

Associates

Associates are entities over which the Company has significant influence. Significant influence is the power to
participate in financial and operating policy decisions but with no control or joint control over those policies and
is generally reflected by a shareholding of between 20% and 50% of the voting rights. Investments in associates
are accounted for using the equity method of accounting and are initially recognised at cost. The Company
applies the accounting policies for joint ventures detailed above to its associates.

Significant Accounting Judgments and Estimates

Judgments are applied in the determination of whether control, joint control or significant influence is present
with respect to investments in subsidiaries, joint arrangements or associates, respectively. For control, judgment
is applied when determining if an entity is controlled by voting rights, potential voting rights or other rights
granted through contractual arrangements and includes considering an entity’s purpose and design. For joint
control, judgment is applied when assessing whether the arrangement is jointly controlled by all of its parties or
by a group of the parties by taking decisions about relevant activities through unanimous consent of the parties
sharing control. For joint control, judgment is also applied as to whether the joint arrangement is classified as a
joint venture or joint operation taking into account specific facts and circumstances, such as the purpose and
design of the arrangement, including with respect to its output, its relationship to the parties and its source of
cash flows. For significant influence, judgment is applied in its determination by assessing factors such as
representation on the board of directors, participation in policy-making processes, material transactions with the
entity, interchange of managerial personnel and provision of essential technical information. See Notes 7, 32 and
33 to the 2018 Financial Statements.
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Intangible Assets

Intangible assets, other than exploration and evaluation costs, consist primarily of brands and trademarks,
franchise/customer relationships, computer software and patents and intellectual property. If acquired in a
business combination, these intangible assets are recognised at their fair value as at the date of acquisition and, if
acquired separately, these intangible assets are recognised at cost. All of these intangible assets are subsequently
amortised on a straight line basis over their estimated useful lives. The following table sets forth estimated useful
lives, in years, of the principal groups of these intangible assets:

Brands and trademarks . . .. ... 10to 15
Franchise / customer relationships . . .. ... ..o e 5to 10
ComPULET SOFtWATE . . . . oottt e e e e e e e e 3t05
Patents and intellectual Property ... ... .. ...ttt e 15

Amortisation is recorded in depreciation and amortisation in the Company’s consolidated statement of income.

Exploration and Evaluation

Exploration and evaluation costs are recorded under the successful efforts method. Under the successful efforts
method, geological and geophysical costs are recognised as an expense when incurred and exploration costs
associated with exploratory wells are initially capitalised on the Company’s consolidated balance sheet as an
intangible asset until the drilling of the well is complete and the results have been evaluated. If potential
commercial quantities of hydrocarbons are found, these costs continue to be capitalised, subject to further
appraisal activities that would determine the commercial viability and technical feasibility of the hydrocarbon
reserves. If potentially commercial quantities of hydrocarbons have not been found and no alternative use of the
well is determined, the previously capitalised costs are evaluated for derecognition or tested for impairment.

Exploratory wells remain capitalised while additional appraisal drilling on the potential oil and/or gas field is
performed or while optimum development plans are established. All such capitalised costs are not subject to
amortisation, but at each reporting date are subject to regular technical and management review to confirm the
continued intent to develop, or otherwise extract value from, the well. Where such intent no longer exists, the
costs are immediately written off to net income. Capitalised exploratory expenditures are not subject to
amortisation but at each reporting date are subject to review for impairment indicators.

When proved reserves of hydrocarbons are determined and there is a firm plan for development approved by
management, the relevant capitalised costs are transferred to property, plant and equipment.

Property, Plant and Equipment

Property, plant and equipment is stated on the Company’s consolidated balance sheet at cost less accumulated
depreciation and impairment losses, if any. Cost includes expenditures directly attributable to the construction
and/or acquisition of the asset. Land and construction-in-progress are not depreciated. When a
construction-in-progress asset is deemed ready for use as intended by management, depreciation commences.

Subsequent expenditures, including major renovations, are included in an asset’s carrying amount or recognised
as a separate asset only when it is probable that future economic benefits associated with the item will flow to the
Company and the cost of the item can be measured reliably. The carrying amount of the replaced item is
derecognised. All other repair and maintenance expenditures are expensed as incurred. The present value of the
expected cost for the decommissioning of an asset after its use is included in the cost of the respective asset if the
recognition criteria for a provision are met.

Where the life of expected hydrocarbon reserves substantially exceeds the economic or technical lives of the
underlying assets, the straight line method of depreciation is used on a field by field basis. This applies to the
majority of the Company’s fields. The unit of production method is used for fields where the expected reserve
life is approximately equal to or less than the estimated useful lives of the underlying assets. Depletion rates are
calculated on the basis of a group of wells or fields with similar characteristics based on proved developed
reserves. The estimation of expected reserve lives reflects management’s assessment of proved developed
reserves and the related depletion strategy on a field by field basis. Depreciation expense on all other assets is
calculated using the straight line method to allocate the cost less residual values over the estimated useful lives.
Depreciation expense is recorded in the Company’s consolidated statement of income.

Depreciation expense is calculated after determining an estimate of an asset’s expected useful life and the
expected residual value at the end of its useful life. The useful lives and residual values are determined by the
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Company’s management at the time the asset is initially recognised and reviewed annually for appropriateness or
when events or conditions occur that impact capitalised costs, hydrocarbon reserves or estimated useful lives.

The following table sets forth estimated useful lives, in years, of the principal groups of depreciable assets:

Crude oil facilities:

Pipelines and storage tanks . ... ... ... 12t0 23
Drilling and construction qUipment . . ... .. .. ...t tne et 5to25
Oil and @as PrOPEeIties . . . . ... v ettt et et et e e e 15 to 30
Marine QUIPMEIL . . ..o oottt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e 13 to 30
Refinery and petrochemical facilities . .. ........ .. ... ... .. ... . .. .. . . ... 51040
Gas & NGL facilities . .......... .. 2 to 30
General service plant:
Permanent buildings . . . . ... ..o 20 to 40
Roads and wWalkways ... ... ... 10 to 20
ATTCTAft . . o 8to 17
AUtos and trUCKS . . . . .o 3t020
Office furniture and eqUIPMENt . . ... ... ...t e 6to8
Computer EQUIPIMENT . . . .. vttt e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e 3t05

Net gains and losses on disposals of depreciable assets are recognised in net income. Property, plant and
equipment held under a finance lease is depreciated over the life of the asset or the lease term, if shorter.

Impairment of Non-Financial Assets

The Company assesses, at each reporting date, whether there is an indication that a non-financial asset may be
impaired, except that goodwill is reviewed for impairment on an annual basis. If an indication exists, or when
annual impairment testing for an asset is required, the asset’s recoverable amount is estimated. An impairment
loss is recognised for the amount by which the asset’s carrying amount exceeds its recoverable amount. The
recoverable amount is the higher of an asset’s fair value less costs of disposal or value in use (“VIU”). The fair
value less costs of disposal calculation is based on either post-tax discounted cash flow models or available data
from binding arm’s length sales transactions for similar assets, or observable market prices less incremental costs
for disposing of the asset. The VIU calculation is based on a post-tax risk adjusted discounted cash flow model.
The use of post-tax discount rates in determining VIU does not result in a materially different determination of
the need for, or the amount of, impairment that would be required if pre-tax discount rates had been used.

Impairment losses are recognised as a component of net income. If, in a subsequent period, the amount of a
non-goodwill impairment loss decreases, a reversal of the previously recognised impairment loss is recognised in
net income.

Significant Accounting Judgments and Estimates

Impairment tests are undertaken on the basis of the smallest identifiable group of assets (cash generating unit), or
individual assets, for which there are largely independent cash inflows. The key assumptions used to determine
the different cash generating units involves significant judgment from management.

For the purposes of determining whether impairment of oil, gas and refining assets has occurred, and the extent
of any impairment or its reversal, the key assumptions management uses in estimating future cash flows for its
VIU calculations are forecasted future oil and gas prices, expected production volumes, future operating and
development costs, refining margins and changes to the discount rate used for the discounted cash flow model.
There is an inherent uncertainty over forecasted information and assumptions. Changes in these assumptions and
forecasts could impact the recoverable amounts of assets and any calculated impairment and reversals thereof.

Leases

Agreements under which the Company makes payments to third parties in return for the right to use an asset for a
period of time are accounted for as leases. Leases that transfer substantially all the risks and rewards of
ownership to the Company are recorded at commencement as finance leases. Such leases are capitalised on the
Company’s consolidated balance sheet at the lower of the fair value of the leased asset or the present value of the
minimum lease payments. The interest element of leases is recorded in net income using the effective interest
method over the term of the lease. Contingent rentals are recognised as an expense in the periods in which they
are incurred. All other leases are recorded as operating leases and the associated costs are recorded in net income
on a straight line basis over the period of the lease.
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Where the Company is the lessor in a finance lease, the present value of the lease payments is recognised as a
receivable. The interest element of the lease receivable is recognised in net income using the effective interest
method.

Financial Assets
Classification

Management determines the classification of its financial assets based on the business model for managing the
relevant financial assets and the contractual terms of the cash flows. The Company’s financial assets are
classified in the following measurement categories:

¢ those to be measured subsequently at fair value (either through other comprehensive income or through net
income), and

¢ those to be measured at amortised cost.

For financial assets measured at fair value, gains and losses will either be recorded in net income or other
comprehensive income. For investments in debt securities, this will depend on the business model in which the
investment is held. For investments in equity instruments that are not held for trading, this will depend on
whether the Company has made an irrevocable election at the time of initial recognition, due to the strategic
nature of these investments, to account for such equity investments at fair value through other comprehensive
income. The Company reclassifies debt securities when and only when its business model for managing those
assets changes. Certain revenue contracts provide for provisional pricing at the time of shipment with the final
pricing based on an average market price for a particular future period. Such trade receivables are measured at
fair value because the contractual cash flows are not solely payments of principal and interest. All other trade
receivables meet the criteria for amortised cost measurement under IFRS 9.

Recognition and derecognition

Regular purchases and sales of financial assets are recognised on the trade-date, which is the date on which the
Company commits to purchase or sell the asset. Financial assets are derecognised when the rights to receive cash
flows from the financial assets have expired or have been transferred and the Company has transferred
substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership.

Measurement

At initial recognition, the Company measures a financial asset at its fair value plus, in the case of a financial asset
not at fair value through profit or loss, transaction costs that are directly attributable to the acquisition of the
financial asset. Transaction costs of financial assets carried at fair value through profit or loss are expensed as a
component of net income.

Equity Investments:

The Company subsequently measures all equity investments at fair value. Where the Company has elected to
present fair value gains and losses on equity investments in other comprehensive income, there is no subsequent
reclassification of fair value gains and losses to net income following the derecognition of the investment.
Dividends from such investments continue to be recognised as a component of net income when the Company’s
right to receive payments is established.

Changes in the fair value of financial assets at fair value through profit or loss are recognised as a component of
net income.

Debt Securities:

Subsequent measurement of debt securities depends on the Company’s business model for managing the relevant
asset and the cash flow characteristics of such asset. Debt securities are classified into the following three
measurement categories:

(1) Amortised cost:

Assets that are held for collection of contractual cash flows where those cash flows represent solely payments of
principal and interest are measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method. A gain or loss on a debt
investment that is subsequently measured at amortised cost and is not part of a hedging relationship is recognised
as a component of net income when the asset is derecognised or impaired. Interest income from these financial
assets is included in finance income using the effective interest rate method.
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(2) Fair value through other comprehensive income (“FVOCI”):

Assets that are held for collection of contractual cash flows and for selling the financial assets, where the assets’
cash flows represent solely payments of principal and interest, are measured at FVOCI. Movements in the
carrying amount are taken through other comprehensive income, except for impairment gains or losses, interest
income and foreign exchange gains and losses which are recognised as a component of net income. When the
financial asset is derecognised, the cumulative gain or loss previously recognised in other comprehensive income
is reclassified from equity to net income. Interest income from these financial assets is included in finance
income using the effective interest rate method.

(3) Fair value through profit or loss (“FVPL”):

Assets that do not meet the criteria for amortised cost or FVOCI are measured at FVPL. A gain or loss on a debt
investment that is subsequently measured at FVPL and is not part of a hedging relationship is recognised as a
component of net income in the period in which it arises. Financial assets at FVPL are included in non-current
assets unless management intends to dispose of the asset within 12 months from the end of the reporting period,
in which case the asset is included in current assets.

Other Financial Assets:
Other financial assets are classified into the following categories:
(1) Amortised cost:

Assets that are held for collection of contractual cash flows where those cash flows represent solely payments of
principal and interest are measured at amortised cost. A gain or loss on a financial asset that is subsequently
measured at amortised cost and is not part of a hedging relationship is recognised as a component of net income
when the asset is derecognised or impaired. Interest income from these financial assets is included in finance
income using the effective interest rate.

Financial assets at amortised cost comprise of cash and cash equivalents, short-term investments, other assets and
receivables, due from the Government and trade receivables other than those subsequently measured at fair value
through profit or loss.

(2) Fair value through profit or loss:

Trade receivables related to contracts with provisional pricing arrangements are subsequently measured at FVPL.

Impairment

The Company assesses on a forward looking basis the expected credit losses associated with debt securities
carried at amortised cost and FVOCI. The impairment methodology applied depends on whether there has been a
significant increase in credit risk. For trade receivables, the Company applies the simplified approach permitted
by IFRS 9, which requires expected lifetime losses to be recognised from initial recognition of the receivables.

Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities

The Company’s use of derivative instruments does not have a material effect on its financial position or results of
operations.

Derivative Instruments Classified as Held for Trading

The Company uses commodity swap derivative financial instruments to manage exposure to price fluctuations
which arise on purchase and sale transactions for physical deliveries of various refined products. The swaps are
initially recognised, and subsequently re-measured, at fair value and recorded as an asset when the fair value is
positive or liability when the fair value is negative, under trade receivables or trade and other payables in the
Company’s consolidated balance sheet, respectively.

The fair value of the swap is determined in accordance with the Company’s derivative valuation policy by
reference to the traded price of that instrument on the relevant exchange or over-the-counter markets as at the
consolidated balance sheet date. The gain or loss from the changes in the fair value of the swap from its value at
inception is recognised in net income.

Derivative Instruments Designated as Hedges

The Company uses interest rate swaps and currency forward contracts to manage its exposure to fluctuations in
interest rates and foreign exchange rates. These derivative financial instruments, designated as either fair value or
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cash flow hedges, are purchased from counterparties of high credit standing and are initially recognised, and
subsequently remeasured, at fair value.

At the inception of the hedging transaction, the Company documents the relationship between the hedging
instrument and the hedged item, as well as its risk management objectives and strategy for undertaking the hedge
transaction. An assessment is also documented of whether the derivative financial instrument used in a hedging
transaction is highly effective in offsetting changes in fair value or cash flows of the hedged item, both at the
inception of the hedge and on an ongoing basis.

The fair value of a derivative financial instrument used for hedging purposes is classified as a current asset or
liability when the remaining maturity of the derivative is less than 12 months; otherwise, it is classified as a
non-current asset or liability.

Fair Value Hedges:

A fair value hedge is a hedge of the fair value of a recognised asset or liability or firm commitment and
comprises currency forward contracts. The gain or loss from the changes in the fair value of the currency forward
contracts is recognised in net income, together with changes in the fair value of the hedged item.

Cash Flow Hedges:

A cash flow hedge is a hedge of a particular risk associated with an asset or liability or a highly probable forecast
transaction. Any gain or loss relating to the effective portion of changes in the fair value of interest rate swap
contracts is recognised in other comprehensive income, with the ineffective portion recognised immediately in
net income.

Gains and losses deferred through other comprehensive income are reclassified to net income at the time the
hedged item affects net income. However, when a hedged item is a forecast transaction resulting in the
recognition of a non-financial asset or non-financial liability, the gains and losses deferred through other
comprehensive income, if any, are included in the initial cost or other carrying amount of the asset or liability.

When a hedging instrument expires, any cumulative gain or loss deferred through other comprehensive income
will remain until the forecast transaction is recognised. When a forecast transaction is no longer expected to
occur, the cumulative gain or loss deferred through other comprehensive income is immediately reclassified to
net income.

Income Tax and Zakat

Income tax expense for the period comprises current and deferred tax expense. Income tax expense is recognised
in net income, except to the extent that it relates to items recognised in other comprehensive income. In this case,
the related income tax is also recognised in other comprehensive income.

Current income tax expense is calculated primarily on the basis of the Income Tax Law and its amendments. In
addition, income tax expense results from taxable income generated by foreign subsidiaries.

Deferred income tax is provided in full using the liability method at tax rates enacted or substantively enacted as
at the end of the reporting period and expected to apply when the related deferred income tax is realised or
settled, on temporary differences arising between the tax bases of assets and liabilities and their carrying amounts
in the consolidated financial statements. In estimating such tax consequences, consideration is given to expected
future events. Deferred income tax is not provided on initial recognition of an asset or liability in a transaction,
other than a business combination that, at the time of the transaction, does not affect either the accounting profit
or the taxable profit.

Deferred income tax assets are recognised where future recovery is probable. Deferred income tax assets and
liabilities are offset when there is a legally enforceable right to offset current income tax assets against current
income tax liabilities and when the deferred income taxes relate to the same fiscal authority. Deferred income tax
is not provided for taxes on possible future distributions of retained earnings of subsidiaries where the timing of
the distribution can be controlled and it is probable that the retained earnings will be substantially reinvested by
the entities.

Prior to 2017, certain domestic affiliates of the Company were subject to zakat on shareholdings held by
Saudi/GCC shareholders in accordance with the regulations of the GAZT and, as such, a provision for zakat was
recorded in the consolidated statement of income. Effective 1 January 2017, Kingdom resident companies with
shares held directly or indirectly by the Company became subject to the Kingdom’s Income Tax Law to the
extent of the Company’s ownership rather than zakat regulations.
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Significant Accounting Judgments and Estimates

The Company establishes provisions, based on reasonable estimates, for potential claims by the tax authorities of
the respective countries in which it operates. The amount of such provisions is based on various factors, such as
different interpretations of tax regulations by the taxable entity and the responsible tax authority and the outcome
of previous negotiations. This requires the application of judgment as to the ultimate outcome, which can change
over time depending on facts and circumstances. A change in estimate of the likelihood of a future outflow
and/or in the expected amount to be settled would be recognised in net income in the period in which the change
occurs. Deferred income tax assets are recognised only to the extent it is considered probable that those assets are
recoverable. This includes an assessment of when those assets are likely to reverse, and a judgment as to whether
or not there will be sufficient taxable income available to offset the assets when they do reverse. This requires
assumptions regarding future profitability. To the extent assumptions regarding future profitability change, there
can be an increase or decrease in the amounts recognised in respect of deferred income tax assets as well as in the
amounts recognised in net income in the period in which the change occurs.

Inventories

Inventories are stated at the lower of cost or estimated net realisable value. Cost comprises all expenses to bring
the inventory to its present location and condition and, for hydrocarbon inventories, is determined using the
first-in, first-out method. For materials and supplies inventories, cost is determined using the weighted average
method less an allowance for disposal of obsolete and/or surplus materials and supplies. Net realisable value is
the estimated selling price in the ordinary course of business, less applicable variable selling expenses.

Due from the Government

The Government compensates the Company through price equalisation and for the past due trade receivables of
specified Government and semi-Government customers to whom the Company supplies specified products and
services. See Note 2(w) to the 2018 Financial Statements.

Revenue on sales to these specified Government and semi-Government customers is recognised when the
Company has transferred the significant risks and rewards of ownership which occurs when product is physically
transferred. Once receivables from these customers are past due, these trade receivables are reclassified as a due
from the Government current receivable.

Implementing regulations issued by the Government on 28 December 2017 allow the Company to offset any
amounts due from the Government against payment of taxes, and in the event of insufficiency of tax balances,
offsetting may extend against any other amounts due and payable by the Company to the Government. Balance
due from the Government as at 31 December represents amounts to be settled through offset against tax
payments

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents includes cash on hand and in banks, together with all highly liquid investments
purchased with original maturities of three months or less.

Financial Liabilities

Financial liabilities are classified as financial liabilities at FVPL or as financial liabilities measured at amortised

cost, as appropriate. Management determines the classification of its financial liabilities at initial recognition.

Financial Liabilities at FVPL

Derivative financial liabilities are categorised as held for trading unless they are designated as hedges. Derivative
financial liabilities held for trading are included in current liabilities under trade and other payables, with gains or
losses recognised in net income.

Financial Liabilities at Amortised Cost

Financial liabilities other than financial liabilities at FVPL are classified as financial liabilities measured at
amortised cost net of transaction costs. Such financial liabilities are initially recognised at fair value and
subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method. Discounting is omitted when the
effect is immaterial. Financial liabilities measured at amortised cost are included in current liabilities, except for
maturities greater than 12 months after the end of the reporting period, which are classified as non-current
liabilities.
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Financial liabilities at amortised cost include trade and other payables and borrowings. Financial liabilities are
disclosed separately from financial assets in the Company’s consolidated balance sheet unless there is a right to
offset.

Borrowing Costs

Any difference between borrowing proceeds and the redemption value is recognised as finance cost in the
consolidated statement of income over the term of the borrowing using the effective interest method.

Borrowing costs are expensed as incurred except for those costs directly attributable to the acquisition,
construction or production of a qualifying asset which are capitalised as part of the cost of that asset until the
asset is complete for its intended use or sale. Qualifying assets are assets that necessarily take a substantial period
of time to get ready for intended use or sale.

Post-Employment Benefit Plans
Pension Plans

Funded pension plans are non-contributory plans for the majority of employees and are generally funded by
payments by the Company to independent trusts or other separate entities. Assets held by the independent trusts
and other separate entities are held at their fair value. Valuations of both funded and unfunded plans are
performed annually by independent actuaries using the projected unit credit method. The valuations take into
account employees’ years of service, average or final pensionable remuneration and are discounted to their
present value using interest rates of high-quality corporate bonds that have terms to maturity approximating the
terms of the related defined benefit obligation.

The amount recognised in the Company’s consolidated balance sheet in respect of defined benefit pension plans
is the present value of the defined benefit obligation at the end of the reporting period less the fair value of plan
assets. The periodic pension cost included in operating costs in the Company’s consolidated statement of income
in respect of defined benefit pension plans primarily represents the increase in the actuarially assessed present
value of the obligation for pension benefits based on employee service during the year and the net interest on the
net defined benefit liability or asset. Net interest is calculated by multiplying the defined benefit liability and plan
assets by the discount rate applied to each plan at the beginning of each year, amended for changes to the defined
benefit liability and plan assets as a result of benefit payments or contributions.

Past service costs, representing plan amendments, are recognised immediately as pension costs in the
consolidated balance sheet, regardless of the remaining vesting period.

Re-measurements representing actuarial gains and losses, arising from experience adjustments and changes in
actuarial assumptions, and the actual returns on plan assets excluding interest on plan assets, are credited or
charged to equity, net of tax, through other comprehensive income.

For defined contribution plans where benefits depend solely on the amount contributed to or due to the
employee’s account and the returns earned from the investment of those contributions, plan cost is the amount
contributed by or due from the Company and is recognised as an expense in the consolidated statement of
income.

Other Post-Employment Benefits

The Company provides certain post-employment healthcare, life insurance and other benefits to retirees and
certain former employees. The entitlement is usually based on the employee remaining in service up to
retirement age and the completion of a minimum service period. To the extent these plans are not fully funded, a
liability is recognised in the consolidated balance sheet. Valuations of benefits are performed by independent
actuaries.

Such plans follow the same accounting methodology as used for defined benefit pension plans.

Significant Accounting Judgments and Estimates

The cost of defined benefit pension plans and post-employment medical benefits is determined using actuarial
valuations. The actuarial valuation involves making assumptions, which are reviewed annually. Key assumptions
include discount rates, future salary increases, future healthcare costs, mortality rates and future pension
increases. Due to the complexity of the valuation, the underlying assumptions and the long term nature of these
plans, such estimates are subject to significant uncertainty. Information about amounts reported in respect of
defined benefit plans, assumptions applicable to the plans and their sensitivity to changes are presented in Note
18 to the 2018 Financial Statements included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.
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Provisions and Contingencies

Provisions are liabilities where the timing or amount of future expenditures is uncertain. Provisions are
recognised when the Company has a present legal or constructive obligation as a result of past events, it is
probable that an outflow of economic resources will be required to settle the obligation and the amount can be
reliably estimated.

Provisions are recorded at the best estimate of the present value of the expenditure required to settle the
obligation as at the end of the reporting period. Amounts are discounted, unless the effect of discounting is
immaterial, using an appropriate discount rate that reflects the current market assessments of the time value of
money and the risks specific to the obligation. The increase in the provision due to the passage of time is
recognised as interest expense within finance costs in the consolidated statement of income.

The Company records a provision and a corresponding asset for decommissioning activities in upstream
operations for well plugging and abandonment activities. The obligation for a well is recognised when it is
drilled. Decommissioning provisions associated with downstream facilities are generally not recognised, as the
potential obligations cannot be measured given their indeterminate settlement dates. The liability for
decommissioning obligations will be recognised in the period when sufficient information becomes available to
estimate a range of potential settlement dates. Decommissioning costs are provided for at the present value of
expected costs to settle the obligation using estimated cash flows. The value of the obligation is added to the
carrying amount of the related asset and amortised over the useful life of the asset. The increase in the provision
due to the passage of time is recognised as finance costs in the consolidated statement of income. Changes in
future cash flow estimates resulting from revisions to the estimated timing or amount of undiscounted cash flows
are recognised as a change in the provision and related asset.

A contingent liability is disclosed where the existence of an obligation will only be confirmed by future events or
where the amount of the obligation cannot be measured with reasonable reliability. Contingent assets are not
recognised, but are disclosed where the inflow of economic benefits is probable. Most of the Company’s
plugging and abandonment activities are many years into the future with technology and costs constantly
changing. Estimates of the amounts of a provision are recognised based on current legal and constructive
requirements and costs associated to abandon using existing technologies. Actual costs are uncertain and
estimates can vary as a result of changes in the scope of the project and/or relevant laws and regulation. The
estimated timing of decommissioning may change due to certain factors, such as reserve life, a decision to
terminate operations or changes in legislation. Changes to estimates related to future expected costs, discount
rates and timing may have a material impact on the amounts presented. As a result, significant judgment is
applied in the initial recognition and subsequent adjustment of the provision and the capitalised cost associated
with decommissioning, plugging and abandonment obligations. Any subsequent adjustments to the provision are
made prospectively. Detail on the particular assumptions applied when making certain non-current provisions is
included in Note 19 to the 2018 Financial Statements included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.

Foreign Currency Translation
The U.S. Dollar is the functional currency of the Company and substantially all of its subsidiaries.

Foreign currency transactions are translated into the functional currency using the exchange rates prevailing at
the dates of the transactions. Any foreign currency monetary assets or liabilities are translated as at each
reporting date using the prevailing reporting date exchange rate. Foreign exchange gains and losses resulting
from the settlement of such transactions and from the translation of monetary assets and liabilities denominated
in foreign currencies are recognised as a component of net income. Non-monetary assets and liabilities, other
than those measured at fair value, are translated using the exchange rate as at the date of the transactions.

The Company has determined that the U.S. Dollar is the functional currency as a substantial amount of its
products are traded in U.S. Dollars in international markets. However, a substantial amount of costs of the
Company are denominated in Saudi Riyals which has been exchanged at a fixed rate to the U.S. Dollar since
1986. A change in the fixed exchange rate could impact the recorded revenue, expenses, assets and liabilities of
the Company.

Presentation Currency

The Financial Statements are presented in Saudi Riyal. The financial position and results of operations of the
Company, subsidiaries, joint arrangements and associates that have a functional currency which is different from
the presentation currency are translated at reporting date exchange rates and the average exchange rates that

65



approximate the cumulative effect of rates prevailing at the transaction dates, respectively. All resulting exchange
differences are recognised through other comprehensive income.

On disposal of a foreign operation, the component of other comprehensive income relating to the particular
foreign operation is recognised in net income.

Any goodwill arising on the acquisition of a foreign operation and any fair value adjustments to the carrying
amounts of assets and liabilities arising from the acquisition are treated as assets and liabilities of the foreign
operation and translated at the spot rate of exchange as at the reporting date.

Translations from SAR to USD presented as supplementary information in the 2018 Financial Statements are for
convenience and were calculated at the rate of USD 1.00 = SAR 3.75 representing the exchange rate at the
relevant balance sheet dates.

Revenue Recognition and Sales Prices

Revenue from sales of crude oil and related products is recognised upon the satisfaction of performance
obligations, which occurs when control transfers to the customer. Control of the products is determined to be
transferred to the customer when the title of crude oil and related products passes to the customer, which
typically takes place when product is physically transferred into a vessel, pipe or other delivery mechanism.

Revenue contracts for crude oil and certain related products provide for provisional pricing at the time of
shipment, with final pricing based on the average market price for a particular future period. Revenue on these
contracts is recorded based on the estimate of the final price at the time control is transferred to the customer.
Any difference between the estimate and final price is recorded as a change in fair value of the related receivable,
as part of revenue, in the consolidated statement of income. Where applicable the transaction price is allocated to
the individual performance obligations of a contract based on their relative stand-alone selling prices.

Other income related to sales

The Government compensates the Company through price equalisation for revenue directly foregone as a result
of the Company’s compliance with local regulations governing domestic sales and distribution of certain liquid
products. This compensation reflected in these consolidated financial statements, described as other income
related to sales in the year ended 31 December 2017, is calculated by the Company as the difference between the
product’s equalisation price and the corresponding domestic regulated price, net of Government fees, in
accordance with the implementing regulations issued by the Government on 28 December 2017 which were
effective from 1 January 2017.

This compensation is recorded as other income related to sales, that is taxable, when the Company has
transferred to the buyer the significant risks and rewards of ownership which occurs when product is physically
transferred. The compensation due from the Government is characterised as a due from the Government current
receivable and is recognised initially at fair value and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the
effective interest rate method less impairment losses, if any. See Note 2(n) to the 2018 Financial Statements.

The implementing regulations allow the Company to offset any amounts due from the Government against
payment of taxes, and in the event of insufficiency of tax balances, offsetting may extend against any other
amounts due and payable by the Company to the Government.

Production Royalties and Excise and Other Taxes

Royalties to the Government are calculated based on a progressive scheme applied to crude oil and condensate
production. An effective royalty rate is applied to production based on the Company’s official selling prices. The
effective royalty rate is determined based on a baseline marginal rate of 20% applied to Brent prices up to $70
per barrel, increasing to 40% applied to Brent prices above $70 per barrel and 50% applied to Brent prices above
$100 per barrel. All such royalties are accounted for as an expense in the consolidated statement of income and
are deductible costs for Government income tax calculations.

Research and Development

Development costs that are expected to generate probable future economic benefits are capitalised as intangible
assets and amortised over their estimated useful life. All other research and development costs are recognised in
net income as incurred.
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New or Amended Accounting Standards

The Company adopted for the first time the following IASB pronouncements that are endorsed in the Kingdom
which, are effective for annual reporting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2018:

¢ JFRS 9, Financial Instruments; and
¢ IFRS 15, Revenue from Contracts with Customers.

IFRS 9 supersedes IAS 39, Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement. IFRS 9 covers classification
and measurement of financial assets and financial liabilities, impairment methodology and hedge accounting.

IFRS 15 establishes a five-step model to account for revenue arising from contracts with customers. Under IFRS
15, revenue is recognised at an amount that reflects the consideration to which an entity expects to be entitled in
exchange for transferring goods or services to a customer. IFRS 15 supersedes IAS 18, Revenue.

The accounting policies in respect of the application of IFRS 9 and IFRS 15 to the Company are set out in Note
2(c) to the 2018 Financial Statements included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus.

There are no other standards, amendments or interpretations that are not yet effective that are expected to have a
material impact on the Financial Statements. The following IASB pronouncement that is endorsed in the
Kingdom will become effective for future financial reporting periods, and have not been adopted early by the
Company.

IFRS 16—Leases

IFRS 16—Leases, which was released by the IASB in January 2016, provides a new model for lease accounting
in which all leases, other than short-term and small value leases, will be accounted for by the lessee by the
recognition on the consolidated balance sheet of a right-to-use asset and a lease liability, and the subsequent
amortisation of the right-to-use asset over the lease term. IFRS 16 will supersede IAS 17, Leases, IFRIC 4,
Determining whether an Arrangement Contains a Lease, SIC 15, Operating Leases—Incentives and SIC—27,
Evaluating the Substance of Transactions Involving the Legal Form of a Lease. The Company will apply
IFRS 16 from its mandatory adoption date of 1 January 2019.

As at 31 December 2018, the Company has non-cancellable operating lease commitments of
SAR 35,565 million. Of these commitments, approximately SAR 1,894 million relate to short-term leases and
SAR 134 million to low value leases and other items which will be recognised on a straight-line basis as expense
in the consolidated statement of income. For the remaining lease commitments, the Company expects to
recognise right-of-use assets and lease liabilities of approximately SAR 27,389 million (after adjustments for
prepayments and accrued lease payments recognised as at 31 December 2018) in its consolidated balance sheet at
1 January 2019. There will be no significant impact on the net assets as at 1 January 2019 is expected and net
current assets will be SAR 5,992 million lower due to the presentation of a portion of the liability as a current
liability.

The Company’s activities as a lessor are not material and the Company does not expect any significant impact on
its consolidated financial statements in connection with IFRS 16. The Company will apply the simplified
transition approach and will not restate comparative amounts for the year prior to first adoption.
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INDUSTRY OVERVIEW

Unless otherwise stated, the data in this section is derived from the information prepared by the Industry
Consultant for the Company. See “Presentation of Financial, Reserves and Certain Other Information—Industry
and Other Information”. The forecast data is drawn from the Industry Consultant’s base case scenario which
represents a continuation of industry drivers, trends and known policies as at the date of this Base Prospectus.
The Industry Consultant has developed alternative scenarios which forecast future supply and demand growth
trajectories which may be higher or lower than those provided herein.

Overview

¢ Global demand for crude oil is expected to continue growing, with global GDP growth being a key
driver. Real global GDP is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.0% from 2017 to 2030, after growing at a
CAGR of 3.2% from 2009 to 2017. Future growth is expected to be led primarily by non-OECD Asia
Pacific, with an anticipated real GDP growth at a CAGR of 5.5% from 2017 to 2030. Global crude oil
demand is expected to grow at a CAGR of 0.5% from 2017 to 2030. Growth in demand from non-OECD
Asia Pacific and other developing countries is expected to help mitigate any reduction in demand for crude
oil caused by the increasing availability of alternative energy sources, greater energy efficiency and the
emergence of new technologies in energy consumer markets, such as electric vehicles.

* Global liquids market reached equilibrium in 2017 after a period of oversupply. Following a period of
oversupply, liquids supply and demand reached equilibrium in 2017 as demand in 2016 grew at a faster rate
than supply.

¢ Global demand for refined products and chemicals, including ethylene, is expected to grow. Global
demand for refined products is expected to increase at a CAGR of 0.8% from 2017 to 2030, driven by an
increase in demand in Africa, the Middle East and Asia Pacific. Between 2017 and 2030, global demand for
ethylene is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.6%, primarily due to an anticipated growth in demand from
China and Southeast Asia.

¢ In-Kingdom demand for natural gas is expected to grow significantly. The Kingdom’s demand for
natural gas is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.7% from 2017 to 2030, primarily due to an increase in
demand from the power generation and the refining and industrial sectors.

Global GDP as a Primary Driver of Oil Demand
GDP

Real global GDP is a key driver of oil demand. From 2009 to 2017, real global GDP grew at a CAGR of 3.2%,
and is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.0% from 2017 to 2030.

In recent years, non-OECD countries have been the main drivers of real global GDP growth. From 2009 to 2017,
the real GDP of non-OECD countries increased at a CAGR of 5.2%, while the real GDP of OECD countries
increased at a CAGR of 2.0%. Non-OECD Asia Pacific accounted for a large portion of the growth within
non-OECD countries, with a CAGR of 7.1% from 2009 to 2017.

The real GDP of non-OECD countries, generally, and in Asia Pacific, specifically, is forecasted to grow at a
CAGR of 4.6% and 5.5%, respectively, from 2017 to 2030, while the real GDP of OECD countries is expected to
grow at a CAGR of 1.8% during that period. The anticipated growth in non-OECD Asia Pacific is primarily due
to population growth, increasing per capita wealth (real GDP per capita in non-OECD Asia Pacific is expected to
grow at a CAGR of 4.7% from 2017 to 2030), a rising number of middle-class consumers and increased
urbanisation (the population living in urban areas is projected to grow from 46% in 2018 to 53% in 2030).
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The following chart shows real GDP annual growth rates in OECD and non-OECD countries from 2009 to 2018
and expected annual growth rates from 2019 through 2030.
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Over time, global crude oil demand growth generally tracks global GDP growth trends. However, in recent years
global GDP has grown at a higher rate than global crude oil demand due to several factors, including an
increasing use of alternative energy sources, more efficient use of oil and the electrification of vehicles. Global
crude oil demand increased at a CAGR of 0.9% between 2000 and 2017 and is expected to grow at a CAGR of
0.5% from 2017 to 2030. The following chart illustrates global annual crude oil demand and growth rates from
2000 to 2017 and expected annual crude oil demand and growth rates from 2018 through 2030.
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Demand for oil is influenced by its use for energy. Oil is the world’s leading energy source, accounting for
32.1% of the global energy demand in 2017. Through 2030, oil is expected to remain the primary energy source
despite anticipated increases in energy efficiency, increased use of natural gas and renewable energy sources,
such as solar and wind power, and the introduction of new technologies, such as electric vehicles. In 2030, oil is
expected to account for approximately 30.9% of total energy consumption. The following chart sets forth the
sources of energy from 1990 to 2017 and expected global sources of energy from 2018 through 2030.
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Liquids Supply-Demand Balance

Liquids balance is as an indicator of how the global oil market is performing in terms of supply-demand
dynamics. The global supply of liquids products relies on feedstock supply from hydrocarbons, including crude
oil, condensate, and NGLs. Conversely, the demand for liquids products, which include refined products, blended
biofuels, synthetic fuels, liquid petroleum gases and ethane, differs by region. In non-OECD countries, generally,
and in non-OECD Asia Pacific spe